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New fee for 
Intersession 
stirs student 
complaints 


By AMANDA AUBLE 
Staff Writer 


With the Johns Hop- 
kins University Summer 
& Intersession Programs’ 
recent announcement that 
the upcoming 2014 Inter- 
session period now 
quires certain classes to 
charge a $250 non-refund- 


re 


able enrollment fee, Hop- | 


kins students have started 
to voice their opposition. 

“The $250 fine is un- 
watranted based on the 
amount of tuition that stu- 
dents already have to pay,” 
sophomore Dylan Cowit 
said. “[The courses] aren’t 
worth that much, and I 
likely won't be doing inter- 
session this year because 
of it.” 

Unique to Hopkins, In- 
tersession is the period of 
‘approximately three weeks 
in January when students 


voluntarily participate in | 


programs for additional ac- 
ademic credit, personal en- 
richment, studying abroad, 
career development or 
community service. 

The courses offered are 
often distinct, and their 


subject matter is not usu- | 
the | 
| phy. And also the fact that 
Intersession is | 


ally found during 
University’s fall or spring 
semesters. 
See INTERSESSION, pace A6 
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Former Congressman Dr. Ron Paul spoke about domestic and foreign policy to a standing room only crowd in Shriver Hall last Friday. 


Paul pushes “freedom philosophy” at Shriver 


By NATHAN BICK 
Staff Writer 


The 2013 Milton S. 
Eisenhower (MSE) Sympo- 
sium hosted former Con- 
gressman and présidential 
candidate Dr. Ron Paul in 
Shriver Hall at 8 p.m. last 
Friday. 

As with all MSE events, 
Ron Paul’s speech was free 


| and open to the public. 


Reserved seating was also 
available. 

“We're going to be talk- 
ing about my favorite sub- 
ject, the freedom philoso- 


there is a revolution going 


| on and we're in the midst 


of it. And also, I’m going 
to tonight talk a little bit 
about the ending of the 
empire, which I think is a 
good idea. But we do face a 
lot of problems and I like to 
go to the college campuses 
to talk to all the young peo- 
ple,” Paul said to begin his 


speech. 
Paul immediately 
delved into his ideas 


for how to improve the 
economy. To this end, he 
proposed the abolition of 
both the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) and Federal 
Reserve System, which he 
repeatedly emphasized 


was celebrating its cen- | 
| For The News-Letter 


tennial. Furthermore, he 


Hopkins panel talks farm antibiotics 


‘By NICOLE ZEIGLER 
Staff Writer 


The University recently 
hosted a panel of experts 
to discuss issues related 
to the Center for a Livable 
Future. The conversation 
was based on an analy- 
sis published by the Pew 
‘Commission in 2008 on In- 
dustrial Farm Animal Pro- 
duction, which unveiled 
that the use of antibiotics 
with industrial livestock 
can cause serious human 
harm. 

The panel, which issued 
an announcement on the 
School of Public Health’s 
website, said that the, 
“Johns Hopkins University 
Center for a Livable Future 
(CLF) finds that the Ad- 
ministration and Congress 
have acted ‘regressively’ 
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in policymaking on indus- 
trial food animal system 
issues.” : 

In the livestock indus- 
try, it has grown common 
to give cattle, pigs and 
chickens antibiotics to 
promote health and avoid 
illness. Instead of just us- 
ing the antibiotics on sick 
animals, all of the livestock 
are fed antibiotics. There- 
fore, the drugs are wide- 
spread in daily consump- 
tion by humans. 

“The one thing I would 
say, if people really want 
to change something in 
America, you have to or- 
ganize. As_ individuals, 
you can't do anything. 
The internet now provides 
you with a means of or- 
ganizing, that you didn’t 
used to have. You have to 
educate and you must have 


eros 


patience,” Professor Louis 


ment of History said. 


The panel made clear | 
that positive change is a | 


long way off in the future. 
Yet, as the human popu- 
lation becomes more im- 
mune to antibiotics, partic- 


ularly through its presence | 


in livestock, this issue will 
pose an increasing threat 
to public health. 

“There will be a sub- 


stantial struggle over the | 
| vided for three rounds, 


issue that will involve 


powerful interest groups, | 


some of which are the 
good guys and some which 
are the bad guys, but it will 
take a long time. It will 
not be an easy struggle in 
part because these groups 
are very well entrenched, 
they've been fighting 
See LIVESTOCK, pace A5 


advocated for reforming 
the banking system, say- 
ing that individuals with 
savings accounts are un- 
fairly penalized through 
the current system of 
interest rates. Paul also 
called for the repeal of the 
Sixteenth Amendment, 
which would remove the 
national income tax and, 


Powderpuff, 


By MARY KATE TURNER 


Last Sunday morning, 


| members of the Greek com- 
| munity 


congregated on 
Homewood Field for Greek 
Life’s Powderpuff Football 
Tailgate. The games — 
which were hosted by the 


| Office of Greek Life — pit- 
Galambos of the Depart- | 


ted sororities against each 
other in several rounds of 
flag football. 

The Powderpuff Foot- 
ball tournament served as 
the culmination of Greek 
Week. Coached by broth- 
ers from five of the Uni- 
versity’s fraternities, the 
sisters from Theta, Kappa, 
Phi Mu, Alpha Phi and Pi 
Phi all competed for Greek 
Week points in the tour- 
nament. The bracket pro- 


and the field was split in 
half to make room for two 
simultaneous games. 
Going into the game, 
Alpha Phi was in first 
place in Greek Week, 
ahead of Pi Phi by 11 
points. Yet despite Al- 
pha Phi’s best efforts to 
hold their lead during the 
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he said, stimulate econom- 
ic growth. 
But Paul’s talk was not 


solely on economic is- 
sues. He lauded Edward 
Snowden and Bradley 
Manning as heroes for 


disclosing the secret spy- | 
ing by the government on | 


both domestic and foreign 
See PAUL, pace A6 


tailgate close 


competition, they were 
defeated by Kappa in the 
first round. 

Pi Phi, however, bested 
their opponent, Theta, 
to advance to the finals 
against Phi Mu, thus po- 
tentially securing enough 
points for Pi Phi to over- 


| Powderpuff] 
brought out a 
fun, competitive 
side of the 
sororities and 
fraternities. 

— Phi Mu senior 
Jordan Bleibtreu 


come Alpha Phi’s earlier 
Greek Week lead. As of 
press time, the results of 
Greek Week were not yet 
made available. 

Phi Mu ultimately end- 
ed up winning the Pow- 
derpuff competition, and 
the sisters were very en- 
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‘President 
commits to 


Real Food 
initiative 


By CELENA 
WASSERSTROM 
For The News-Letter 


The Hopkins community 
gathered on Friday in sup- 
port of the Real Food Chal- 
lenge and the signing of the 


| Real Food Campus Commit- 


ment by President Ronald J. 


| Daniels. The contract com- 
| mits the University to anew 
JENNY CHO/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR | 


sustainable food purchasing 
policy, notably promising to 
boost “real food” on campus 
by 35 percent by 2020. 

The signing was fol- 
lowed by the fourth annual 


| 100 Mile Meal, in which at- 


tendees enjoyed a sit-down 
meal with the president 
and members of Real Food 
Hopkins. 

Real Food Hopkins is 
the student-run chapter of 
the national organization 
the Real Food Challenge, a 
campaign aiming to lever- 
age the power of youths 
across the country to 

See REAL FOOD, pace A4 


Greek Week 


thusiastic about the event. 

“Powderpuff was one of 
the most fun Greek Week . 
events!” Phi Mu senior Jor- 
dan Bleibtreu wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 
“Tt brought out a fun, com- 
petitive side of the sorori- 
ties and fraternities and 
really brought together 
the Greek community as a 
whole.” 

Phi Mu won Powder- 
puff last year as well. 

“Tt felt great defending 
our championship for the 
second year in a row...espe- 
cially after a whole week of 
early morning practices!” 
Bleibtreu wrote. 

The Phi Mu girls were 
coached by the brothers 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 
who had been hard at work 
drawing up gameplays 
since before the start of the 
semester. 

“They were so awe- 
some! They started putting 
together plays this sum- 
mer!” Bleibtreu wrote. 

In addition to the foot- 
ball games, the event 
featured the Theta Tail- 
gate and Beta’s Corn Hole 

Ser POWDERPUFE pace A5 


proposal. 


LEON SANTHAKUMAR/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 


SGA hosted administration representatives to discuss plans for Nolan’s. 


By JANE JEFFERY 
Staff Writer 


At Tuesday’s meeting of 
the Student Government 
Association (SGA), the Sen- 
ate heard a grant proposal 
from the Students for En- 
vironmental Action (SEA), 
represented by senior John 
Smeton and junior Simone 
Weiss. 

SEA’s grant proposal 
was specifically for the 
Sustainable and_ Ethical 
Events (SEE) Grant. SEE 
grants aim to reimburse 
student groups that use 
sustainable food and mate- 
rials at their events for the 
difference in cost between 
the more expensive sus- 
tainable materials and the 
cheaper ones that groups 
might be inclined to buy 
without the grant. 

Smeton and Weiss ar- 
gued that the grant would 
help SEA end its reliance 


on cheap food for their 


events, as they noted cheap 


ministration. 

“We plan to have the 
Nolan’s staff work toward 
the beginning of the se- 
mester to offer more things 
on the evening weekend 
hours at least one time 
during the weekend for 


the first five or six weeks | 


of the semester,” Sanchez 
said. 

She encouraged mem- 
bers of the SGA to commu- 
nicate with her and the ad- 
ministration on any issues 
that arise. 

“My office door is al- 
ways open. I’m more than 
happy to have you guys 
come if you have a ques- 


tion or a thought,” Sanchez | 


said. 
The members of 
SGA discussed the new 


$250 fee for Intersession | 


courses, which they no- 
ticed was met with much 
student anger and frustra- 
tion. In response, the sen- 
ate approved.a resolution 
to’be sent to the Office of 


food:is often the _ Presi- 
inorganic dent de- 
aed, Be You're going down ing, 
uced usi issues 
unsustain- a...dangerous with the fee. 
bl £ 3 “Tt ve 
feek ee path if VA) allow presses fe | 
“As for groups to retro- the admin- | 
who is go- Z istration |! 
ing to be actively get the on _ behalf 
ae and eimbursement. ote body 
appr ay - —EXECUTIVE that the In- | 
in these tersession 
ceths who TREASURER DYLAN fees are on | 
Ss ease GorMAN {Ty 
sustainable So much of 
but don’t this is not 
have the about _ the | 


resources in order to do 
that, it would be [the Se- 
curity, Sustainability and 
Development ‘Committee 
(SSD)],” junior class presi- 
dent Destiny Bailey, spon- 
sor of the bill, said. 

Executive Treasurer 
Dylan Gorman noticed a 
logistical issue with the 
grant. 

“You're going down a 
really dangerous path if 
you allow groups to ret- 
roactively get the reim- 
bursement for an event 
that happened two months 
ago. In [the Student Activi- 
ties Commission (SAC)] we 
don’t fund events past a 
certain deadline,” Gorman 
said. 

He argued that the 
grant would force appli- 
cants to navigate a conflict 
of interests between the 
SAC and SSD, the arbiter of 
the proposed grant. 

“What you do uninten- 
tionally [in the proposed 
grant] is encourage groups 
to apply for all the most ex- 
pensive products on their 
SAC applications and then 
SAC will bump it down 
the list for grants to be ap- 
proved. My advice would 
be that the deadline for 
the SEE Grant application 
would have to be the same 
as SAC’s deadline,” Gor- 
man said. 

SGA tabled the grant 
and will decide whether 
to approve it at next week’s 
meeting. 

Tiffany Sanchez, asso- 
ciate dean of campus pro- 
gramming, was present 
at the meeting to check in 
with SGA and offer an in- 
formal update from the ad- 


fee but about the lack of 
transparency in their de- 
cision. It resolves that 
we recommend changes 
to their communication 
styles, hopefully, and that 
they look for alternative 
methods of funding Inter- 
session programs,” Execu- 
tive Vice President Janice 
Bonsu said. 

The resolution will be 
finalized and sent to the 
president in the near fu- 
ture. 


Four groups were ap- | 


proved through the Ap- 


pointments and _ Evalu- 
ations Committee. 
Bikemore, the group 


whose decision was ta- 
bled at last week’s meet- 
ing, was approved as a 
special interest or hobby. 
The group seek’s to ap- 
peal to the common bik- 
er and advocate for the 
sport. The JHU Robot- 
ics Club was categorized 
as an academic and re- 
search group, as it was 
approved without catego- 
rization last week. Voice 
for Choice, a group dedi- 
cated to pro-choice advo- 
cacy was approved as an 
advocacy and awareness 
group. The JHU Rubik’s 
Cube Association was ap- 
proved as a special inter- 
est or hobby. 

At the meeting’s close, 
SGA reviewed the an- 
nouncement made at Sat- 


‘urday’s football game that 


the University’s mascot has 
been officially named Jay 
the Blue Jay. The name was 
determined through an 
online poll that was open 
to all current Hopkins stu- 
dents. 


the | 
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SGA discusses SEA grant Students flock to Fell’s Point for Halloween 
Nolan's changes 
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SGA bus arrangements not enough to accommodate many students traveling downtown for festivities 


By ELLEN BRAIT 
Iditor-in-Chiet 


Fell’s Point shut down 
the streets to traffic and 
pe- 
up in 


welcomed crowds of 


destrians dressed 
a wide array of costumes 
for Halloween last Thurs- 
day evening. The 
were adorned with port- 
o-potties, and the numer- 
ous bars and clubs opened 
their doors to the masses. 
About 390 to 480 students 
took SGA-sponsored buses 
to Fell’s Point to partake in 
the festivities, according to 
Executive Vice President 
Janice Bonsu. 


streets 


With such a large-scale 


outdoor party taking 
place, the SGA wanted 
to ensure that students 


were able to safely make 
it to Fell’s Point and back 
by providing buses for 
students. Three buses de- 
parted from Mason Hall 
beginning at 10 p.m. and 
returned back to Home- 
wood from midnight to 1 
a.m. Each bus made two 
trips down to Fell’s Point 
and back to Homewood. 
Students who planned to 
remain in Fell’s Point past 
1 a.m. were informed to 


| make other arrangements 


for their 
home. 
“We fulfilled a_ stu- 
dent need and our job to 
provide services to the 
students. Buses to Fell’s 


transportation 


were important because 
students, who might have 


Hopkins students, Miriam Snyder and Geena Frumkin, dressed to impress. 


been drinking, were all unique Baltimore tradi- even preferred to on-cam- 
transported together to tion. pus events by some stu- 
and from campus. This “We hold events all the dents. 

encourages everyone to time. We want to encour- “Il think it’s better 
return home atasafe time, age students to reach out than on-campus events 


1 a.m., which many people 
did. In addition, the JH- 
MIs were a safer mode of 
transportation and 
more to 
dents than hailing taxis 
and paying money to get 
down there,” Bonsu wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. 


was 


convenient stu- 


into the Baltimore com- 
munity and explore. We 
all and appreciate 
Hopkins, and have to give 
students the opportu- 
nity to explore Baltimore 
to love it as well,” Bonsu 


love 


wrote. 
Halloween — at 
Point is seen as a quint- 


Fell’s 


because you get to actu- 
ally go out into the city 
and experience the ‘real 
world’ in a sense, not just 
go to some party in the 
recreation center. You get 
to interact with people 
from all over the city, not 
Hopkins students,” 
Nicolette Hatzi- 


just 
senior 


However, many stu- essential part of the Hop- dimitriou said. 
dents felt that the SGA _ kins experience. Students Junior Yue Cao felt simi- 
could have utilized more can take the opportunity larly. 
buses as there was inad- to not only interact with “Fell’s Point is more 
equate space for the num- the local community as a_ fun than on campus 
ber of people who showed whole but also with each events because it is bigger 
up. other in a downtown set- and more diverse,” Cao 
“This isn’t the first ting. wrote in an email to The 


time I’ve nearly gotten 
trampled trying to get to 
a Hopkins bus. It happens 
every year at Fell’s, and it 
happened at Ke$ha,” ju- 
nior Becky Marcus wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

Other students shared 
her sentiment. 


Many of the bars stayed 
open late and offered pro- 
motions. Events indepen- 
dent of the locales also 
took place. The 98 Rock 
Radio Station put on their 
Annual Costume Contest 
in Fell’s Point Square from 
4 p.m. to 10 p.m. Prizes in- 
cluded a trip to Las Vegas, 


News-Letter. 

Students not only took 
the opportunity to explore 
and enjoy the city but also 
to admire the unique cos- 
tumes. 

“While there are many 
things going on, you. can 
also see all kinds of fancy 
costumes,” Cao wrote. 


“Hopkins’ cut-throat lift passes for Ski Liberty, Students also used 
nature only overcomes Roundtop and Whitetail, the occasion to dress up 
students when competing as wellasagiftcardto Al- themselves. Whether 
for limited space on free exander’s Tavern. that meant elaborately 
transportation,” fresh- “There’s nothing quite planned costumes or last 
man Jamie Chan wrote like Halloween at Fell’s. minute creations as a 


in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

Nevertheless, the SGA 
wholeheartedly  encour- 
aged students to take ad- 
vantage of the free trans- 
portation so that they 
could partake in a truly 


It’s a rite of passage for 
students and part of Balti- 
more’s charming culture,” 
senior Daniel Lasman 
said. 

The evening in Fell’s 
Point is highly anticipated 
by the student body and 


result of too many mid- 
terms, costumes ranged 
greatly, from cats to’ 
smurfs to zombies. 

“Award for best group 
costume of 2013 goes to the 
Jamaican bobsled team,” 
Lasman said. 
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mie COURTESY OF ELLEN BRAIT! 
Fell’s Point hosts costumed community members for Halloween. » 


COURTESY OF ELLEN BRAIT 


ESN _ _ COURTESY OF ELLEN BRAIT 
Troves of Hopkins students put on costumes and descended on Fell’s Point to take part in the classic Baltimorean Halloween tradition. 
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name — Jay the Blue Jay 


By MEGAN MARGRAFF 
Stall Writer 


This past week, the 
Hopkins mascot the 
blue jay — was officially 
given a name: Jay. 

[The Office of the Dean 
of Student Life the 


and 


Department of Athletics 
had jointly encouraged 
everyone affiliated with 
Hopkins to vote on a name 


for the blue jay mascot. 
The choice “Jay” was up 
against other finalists cho- 
sen by the Hopkins com- 
munity: Baxter, Bruiser, 
Gilman, Jhugh and Milton. 

The naming of the mas- 
cot was originated in order 
to generate school spirit. 
Hopkins is home to top- 
ranked athletic programs, 
but students are 
disinterested sporting, 
events. 


often 
in 


“We have pretty amaz- 
ing D3 athletics, and la- 
crosse is great, obviously, 
but we have low turnout 
to games and school sup- 
port,” SGA Executive Sec- 
retary Kyra Toomre said in 
an email to The News-Letter. 
“| was personally involved 
with naming the blue jay 
because I have been trying 
to increase school spirit.” 

Hopkins, while often 
nationally. recognized for 
its academics, boasts some 
of the best athletic pro- 


Blue Jay Mascot Vote Results 


Other 


grams in the Centennial 
Conference. The football 
team has won eight confer- 
ence titles since 2002, and 
they are undefeated so far 
this season. The blue jay’s 
new name was revealed at 
their home game against 
Ursinus College this past 
weekend, which Hopkins 
won 24-18. 

The names “Jay” and 
“Gilman” were the most 
popular. Out of 1,669 
votes, Jay received 39 per- 
cent, Gilman 25 percent, 
Bruiser 13 percent, Milton 
11 percent, Baxter eight 
percent and Jhugh three 


percent. . 
During the game, Hop- 
kins Athletics tweeted, 


“This just in, the official 
name of the JHU mas- 
cot is Jay, Jay the Blue Jay 


"i, 1] 


Tal «fies ELIZABETH CHEN/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
The mascot, for years nameless, was christened “Jay the Blue Jay. 


\ 


#Nowitsofficial.” 

“Although I was not 
primarily responsible for 
the blue jay naming ini- 
tiative, I think that it’s a 
great idea to finally give 
our mascot a_ solidified 
identity,” SGA Executive 
President Alex Schupper 
“It needs a name 
so students, faculty and 
university affiliates can 
better identify with our | 
mascot rather than simply 
identifying it as ‘the blue 
jay.” 

Other schools follow the 
same practice; for exam- 
ple, Boston College’s mas- 
cot is Baldwin the Eagle. 
The name is meant to be a | 
combination of the words | 


said. 
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University’s mascot given Food Truck Frenzy brings vendors to Beach 


A8 


Food trucks set up shop on University campuses in Baltimore in bid to raise funds for United Way 


} 
| 
| 
| 


“bald,” like bald eagle, and | FRmamsms: 


“win.” 

Harry the Husky, Uni- | 
versity of Washington's | 
mascot, was given the | 
name “Harry” after a pub- 
lic vote took place, much 
like at Hopkins. 

When asked how they | 
felt about the blue jay’s 
new name, many students 
either didn’t know about it 
or weren't happy with the 
result. 

“IT didn’t realize they 
were naming the mascot,” 
freshman Holly Brockerhoff | 


said. “Jay the Blue Jay’ is re- | 
dundant.” 

Freshman. Alex Clay 
agreed. 


“T don’t think Jay is 
very creative. Jay, the blue 
jay? Like, come on,” Clay 
said. 

Freshman Jonathan Tai 
also favored a different 
name. 

“I think it should’ve 
been Bruiser. I’m also 
confused as to where 
‘Milton’ and ‘Baxter’ 
came from.” Tai said. “It 
sounds soft.” 

Proponents of the name 
change are hopeful that 
the new name will encour- 
age students to support 
Hopkins fall athletic teams 
in their last few weeks of 
the season. 

“Let's all turn out to the 
last few games this fall sea- 
son,” Toomre said. “Jay the 
Blue Jay will be there, will 
you?” 
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President Ronald J. Daniels posed with Chair of the University’s United Way Campaign Tom Lewis to promote the school-wide partnership. 


By JESSICA KIM COHEN 


| Staff Writer 


The second annual 
Food Truck Frenzy, which 
brought food trucks to 
several different Hop- 
kins-affiliated locations 
beginning last Thursday, 
ended on Tuesday with 


| seven food trucks beset by 


crowds on the Beach dur- 
ing lunchtime. 
The Food Truck Fren- 


| zy, organized by a com- 
| mittee of representatives 


from United Way as well 
as the Hopkins and Hop- 
kins Medicine campaigns 
for the United Way, gave 
people on the University’s 
campuses in Baltimore the 
opportunity to buy lunch 
from a diverse array of 
vendors. Last year’s Food 
Truck Frenzy was the first 
time the University and 
Medicine campaigns have 
collaborated on an event. 

In support of the 
United Way’s Access to 
Healthy Food Initiative, a 
portion of the fundraiser’s 
proceeds was donated 
to improve the lives of 
Maryland families facing 
poverty. The combined 
donations will be approxi- 
mately 10 percent of the 
trucks’ sales. 

The organizers estimat- 
ed that about $5,000 was 
raised in the past week, 
compared to a total of 
about $3,000 for the cause 


last year. 
“This Initiative is fo- 
cused on _ addressing 


the growing problem of 
food insecurity in cen- 
tral Maryland. The Johns 
Hopkins Medicine Unit- 
ed Way Campaign had a 
very successful hot dog 
lunch event every year, 
but the food was not al- 
ways consistent with the 
idea of healthy food. So, 
the Committee thought 
about reaching out to the 
food trucks as a way to 
bring healthy food op- 
tions to Johns Hopkins,” 
Jonathan Carter, program 
analyst at United Way, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

The drive this week was 
only part of Hopkins’ $2.2 
million commitment to 
the United Way of Central 
Maryland campaign. 

_ “Johns Hopkins Institu- 
tions, year after year, are 
very supportive of United 


| | Way of Central Maryland 


and are always thinking up 
creative ways to engage the 
Johns Hopkins Communi- 
ty during their United Way 
Campaign,” Carter wrote. 
“The implementation of 
this year’s event would not 
have been possible without 
the guidance, support, and 
efforts of the entire Johns 


‘Hopkins Team.” 


The idea for the Food 


}| Truck Frenzy partially 


arose from the United 
Way’s partnership with 
the Maryland Mobile 
Food Vending Associa- 


tion. 


“Trucks are eager to 
participate to serve Hop- 
kins community. It’s a 
win-win — situation be- 
cause the food trucks get 
greater visibility and pos- 
sibly new business while 
the United Way campaign 
receives part of the pro- 
ceeds,” Karen Salinas, di- 
rector of communications 
for the Office of Work, 
Life and Engagement, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

The president of the 
Maryland Mobile Food 
Vending Association, Da- 
mian Bohager, reached out 
directly to food trucks and 
registered the vendors at 
different locations. 

Consisting of 30 food 


Cruisin’ Cafe, The Jolly 
Pig, Kooper’s Chowhound 
Burger Wagon, Bistro 
Lunch Box, Darua and 
Miss Shirley’s Cafe. The 
vendors in attendance ex- 
pressed contentment with 
the outcome of the event. 

“We did really well 
today. It’s lucky that the 
weather is nice. We are 
a lot busier than we ex- 
pected,” Parker Bell, who 
works for Miss Shirley’s 
Cafe, said. 

Students were appre- 
ciative of the convenience 
food trucks brought. 

“We are all so busy. 
There’s not really time to 
go too far out. of campus 
during the day, so it’s nice 
to. have Baltimore stuff 


trucks at come to our 
nine __loca- campus,” 
tions over We did really well freshman 
six days, é Kylie —_ Liu 
this year's today. It’s lucky - said 
Food Truck that the weather ete 
Frenzy was wished that 
considerably is nice. We area __ such events 
expanded ; happened 
font ie lot busier that we mer 
years one- expected. quently and 
day event. for a wider 
“Last —PARKER BELL, range of 
year there 2. time than 
were a lot of Miss SHIRLEY’S Tuesday’s 
long lines, CAFE 11 am. to 2 
and __ there p-m. span. 
were a lot of “T didn’t 
complaints realize this 
about that. We decided was going on today, but 


to increase the options 
and locations this year, 
and it seems that this has 
helped. The lines seem to 
be moving pretty quickly. 
And, having more options 
means that there will be 
something to fit every- 
one’s palette,” Meg Stand- 
ing, senior relationship 
manager at United Way, 
said. 

Since the continuing 
construction on Charles 
Street inhibited easy ac- 
cess to the Beach, food 
trucks were directed 
to enter campus by the 
O’Connor Recreation Cen- 
ter. 

Food trucks at Home- 
wood included Wheyich, 


"BALTIMORE'S BEST 
BREAKFAST & BURGER" 
~ City Paper - 


$500 CASH PRIZE to 
_ GUY and GIRL winners 


{ 


Media coverage 


_ BYO cheering section 


it’s nice to get to spice up 
our dining options,” junior 
Chelsea Duff said. “It would 
be nice to do something like 
this at night, when there’s 
not a lot of other food. FFC 
isn’t that close to the library, 
and Nolan’s can be pretty 
far, and Levering is closed. 
So having something on 
campus weeknights would 
be convenient.” 

While students were ex- 
cited about the variety of 
food being brought to cam- 
pus, many thought more 
could have been done to 
promote the drive in terms 
of publicity. 

“This is the first time 
seeing anything like this 
on campus, and it’s great 


that there is more variety. 
I'm getting kind of sick 
of the FFC. It’s not the 
same food everyday, but 
it is a repeated selection,” 
freshman Preston Ge said. 
“However, I just happened 
to see this while I was 
walking toward Hodson. 
I had no idea about it be- 
forehand. The advertising 
could have been done bet- 
ter.” 

Similarly, most students 
were not aware of the Food 
Truck Frenzy’s fundraising 
goals. 

“T saw the United Way 
sign in front of the library, 
but I don’t know much 
about it, except that they 
havea connection with the 
University,” »sophomore! 
Jesse Chen said. 

While United Way rep- 
resentatives handed out 
postcards with informa- 
tion about the University’s 
United Way campaign, 
they were not distributed 
to students. 

“Involvement in the 
campaign is not for stu- 
dents but for faculty and 
staff. While we do have 
other programs for stu- 
dents, this is not. one of 
them. We don’t want to ap- 
proach students and make 
them feel pressure to give. 
We're handing out cards to 
people we think are facul- 
ty, and we want to remind 
people that the campaign 
is going on and to allow 
for a space to answer any 
questions. Also, this lets 
us show our thanks, and to 
say it in person” Standing 
said. 

Overall, organizers felt 
that the event achieved its 
goals. 

“The second annual 
Food Truck Frenzy has 
been fantastic so far! More 
food trucks are participat- 
ing at more locations, and 
both the food trucks and 
the Food Truck Associa- 
tion are providing a gener- 
ous donation in support of 
the Johns Hopkins United 
Way Campaign,” Carter 
wrote. 


$20 registration fee 


Friday, November 22nd -- 7am to 8 am 


(Register by Monday, November 18. Call number below for more info.) 
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REAL FOOD, rrom Al 
create a healthier, more 
sustainable and economi- 
cally viable food system. 
The primary goal of the 
challenge is to shift $1 bil- 
lion worth of University 
food budgets towards lo- 
cal and community-based 
produce that is ecologi- 
cally grown and abides 
to the conditions of fair 
trade. 

Over 100 students, fac- 
ulty, staff and members 
of the local Baltimore 
community attended the 
signing of the Real Food 


Campus Commitment. 
An array of “real food” 
fall dishes were served 


in the subsequent dinner. 
These dishes ranged from 
squash spreads to locally 
baked breads. 

“I was astonished to 
see how 


Sustainability and 
involved in promoting the 
event. 

To the event, 
Daniels gave a_ short 
speech detailing the initia- 
tive and the changes that 
have been implemented 
on Ca mpus. 

“The truth is that with 
the sustainable food initia- 
tive, we have a challenge,” 
Daniels said. 

He described some of 
the challenges Hopkins 
faces trying to strike a bal- 
ance between choice and 
responsibility to health 
and went on to introduce 
a new University initia- 
tive that involves partners 
in East Baltimore. Presi- 
dent Daniels explained 
that Hopkins is working 
to teach local entrepre- 
neurs the trade of sustain- 


was 


begin 


many people able food production. The 
came together to cel- University has promised 
ebrate President Daniels’ to buy whatever the col- 
signing of laborators 
the Real produce so 
Food Cam- When he stated long as the 
pus Com- products 
mitment at 35 percent he had meet _ the 
the fourth conditions 
annual 100 US all shocked. of the part- 
Mile Meal. — RAYCHEL SANTO, Nership. 
We had : He then 
over 100 REAL FOOD HOPKINS introduced 
people at- the signin 
tend the CO-FOUNDER og he Real 
event. It Food Cam- 
was __ truly pus Com- 
inspiring to see what a mitment. Originally, Dan- 
tangible, positive dif- iels had aimed to boost the 


ference just a handful 
of students can make in 
our community. Over 
my next three and a half 
years at Hopkins, I can’t 
wait to help implement 
and uphold our pledge to 
make 35% of Homewood 
food ‘real’ by 2020,” 
freshman Nemo Keller 
said. 

Keller is double major- 
ing in Biomedical Engi- 
neering and Global En- 
vironmental Change and 


percentage of “real food” 
on campus to 20 percent 
by the year 2020; however, 
he stunned the crowd by 
going up to the placarded 
contract and crossing out 
the “20 percent” mark and 
writing in “35 percent,” 15 
percent more than was ini- 
tially planned. 

“A few of us on the 
inside had heard he was 
going to sign at 30 per- 
cent, but we couldn’t an- 
nounce that beforehand,” 


THI 
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KEH advances sustainable. local food initiative at 100 Mile Meal’ 


said Raychel Santo, co- 
founder of Real Food Hop- 
kins. “When he stated 35 
percent, he had all of us 
shocked, including the 


dean and other adminis- 
trators with whom we had 
been working! By signing 
at 35 percent, Hopkins has 
committed to one of the 
highest percentages across 


the country. Only three 
others have signed above 
us — Oberlin, UC Davis, 
and Warren Wilson Col- 
lege.” 

Santo is a senior ma- 
joring in Public Health 
Studies and Global Envi- 


ronmental Change and 
Sustainability. 

After the meals were 
served, there was a panel 
of speakers involved in the 
health initiative both on 
and off campus. 

The first of the speakers 
was Mike Brannan, vice 
president at Old Line Cus- 
tom Meat Company. 

“We try to sell all the 
bits and pieces [of the 
meat], that the white-table 
cloth people don’t want,” 
he said. 

Brannan’s company 
works in partnership with 
Hopkins to provide pro- 
cessing for small farms and 
helps them take sustain- 
able approaches. The Hop- 
kins partnership enables a 
larger processing footprint 
on the local level, help- 
ing local farms stay afloat 
amidst competition from 
larger enterprises. 

Cindy Parker, the direc- 
tor of the Global Environ- 
mental Change and Sus- 
tainability Department, 
spoke next about food eth- 
ics and how the new initia- 
tive had already succeeded 
in providing a platform for 
students to get involved 
and apply their knowledge 
from the classroom ‘to the 
real world. 

The third speaker was 


Families enjoy weekend events 


By ALEXIS SEARS 
Staff Writer 


Last weekend, parents 
and siblings of Hopkins 
students descended on 
Homewood Campus for 
Family Weekend, an an- 
nual event organized by 
Dean of Student Life Su- 
san Boswell. From Friday 
to Sunday, Hopkins hosted 
events in which parents 
could participate both in- 
dividually and with their 
children. In all, the week- 
end provided an opportu- 
nity to showcase student 
talents and accomplish- 
ments to parents. 

The weekend's activi- 
ties included Greek Life 
and Study Abroad infor- 
mation sessions, tours of 
the Evergreen and Home- 
wood Museums, and the 
Students Performing Arts 
Showcase, which featured 
18 of the University’s stu- 
dent singing and dance 
groups, ranging from a 
chamber choir to break- 
dance. 

Other events that fami- 
lies could attend included 
a dance showcase on Sat- 
urday by SLAM, a hip-hop 
dance group of Hopkins 
students; a Sunday per- 
formance of the slapstick 
comedy “Noises Off!” by 
the Barnstormers, a Hop- 
kins student-run theatre 
group; and a Hopkins 
Football game against Ur- 
sinus College, which was 
preluded by a tailgate 
_ sponsored by the Hopkins 

Organization for Program- 
ing (HOP), Residential Ad- 
visory Board (RAB) and 
the Parents Fund. 

Furthermore on Friday, 
a program titled “Parents 
College” gave parents the 
opportunity to observe 
classes in subjects such 
as computer science, po- 
- litical science and public 
health. i \ 

Most parents stayed at 
the rotele that the Office 
of Undergraduate Admis- 


sions recommended: the 
Double Tree Inn at the Col- 
onnade, the Mount Wash- 
ington Conference Center, 
Radisson at Cross Keys 
and the Courtyard Balti- 
more Downtown/Inner 
Harbor. 

Both parents and stu- 
dents appeared to enjoy 
the variety of events that 
Family Weekend offered. 
Some students showed a 
particular affinity for the 
arts performances that 
took place during the 
weekend. 

“My favorite parts were 
the shows that [Hopkins] 
put on for the parents. 
Also, the SLAM showcase 
was really good. That was 
my mom/’s favorite part,” 
sophomore Summer Rak 
said. 

Other students enjoyed 
time outside with their 


families, including  at- 
tending the football tail- 
gate. 


“I loved playing ‘bear 
pong’ with my parents and 
older brother at the pre- 
game tailgate,” freshman 


Alexis Rodriguez said. The’ 


objective of the game is 
to throw balls into empty 
cups that are arranged on 
the grass. 

In addition to “bear 
pong,” the tailgate offered 
hot dogs, hamburgers, 
veggie burgers, Hopkins 
memorabilia, airbrush tat- 
toos and friendly competi- 
tions of cornhole. 

Another popular event 
was Sunday's Sterling 
Brunch, which occurred 
from 10:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m. 
in the Fresh Food Café For 
$13.99 or a meal swipe, stu- 
dents and parents could 
help themselves to an array 
of cheeses, multiple carved 
meat stations and a fresh 
fruit display. The Sterling 
Brunch occurs twice a se- 
mester. 


In addition to partaking 


in school-organized activi-, 
ties, many students used 
Family Weekend as an op- 


portunity to venture off of 
the Homewood campus. 

“I loved seeing more of 
Baltimore with my family. 
It’s not that often that I go 
off-campus, but while I was 
with my parents, we went 
to the Walters Museum 
around Mount Vernon,” 
Rodriguez said. “Mostly I 
loved catching up with my 
family. We even celebrat- 
ed my brother’s birthday, 
which was in mid-October, 
the first night we were all 
together.” 

While the majority of 
students interviewed loved 
seeing their families, the 
general consensus was 
that they were able to ac- 
complish very little school- 
work. 

“[My parents] came, 
they saw, they napped. It 
was fun, but not much got 
done,” Freshman Alex Pe- 
terson said. 

Despite the generally 
positive response, some 
students were  unim- 
pressed with the activities 
offered during the week- 
end. 

“{Family Weekend] was 
okay. [My family] liked 
coming and seeing me, but 
they did not participate 
in anything,” sophomore 
Danny Huang wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 

Other students provid- 
ed recommendations on 
how to improve the Family 
Weekend experience. | 

“I would recommend 
they give wristbands to 
parents, like they [do] 
to pre-frosh, that allow 
them to enter and exit 
the AMRs and turn off 
swiping to house doors,” 
freshman Michael Korn 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

Others were just frus- 
trated with the amount of 
homework their professors 
had assigned. . 

“To improve, they can 
stop giving so much home- 
work on [Family] Week- 
end,” Rak added. 
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Members of Real Food Hopkins pose with President Daniels after he signed the Real Food Campus Commitment. 


Norman Zwagil, the resi- 
dent district manager 
for Bon Appétit. Zwagil 
touched on the other ini- 
tiatives that Bon Appétit 
is involved in such as cam- 
paigns against the ill treat- 
ment and working condi- 
tions of farmers and their 
current partnership with 
OXFAM in order to bring 
about change in the food 
industry. 

The fourth and _ final 
speaker was Marie Wilson, 
a Baltimore native who has 
worked in food services 
for more than 40 years. She 
has worked on campus for 
both Aramark and Bon Ap- 
pétit. 

“The difference between 
Aramark and Bon Appetit 
is that this one is real food. 
Food that I enjoy eating ev- 
eryday,” Wilson said. 

Santo then spoke about 
the success of the campaign. 


JERSE i 


“One reason | think our 
campaign has been so suc- 
cessful and attracted inter- 
est from so many varied 
disciplines is because it 
encompasses much more 
than just health. We are 
advocating for environ- 
mental sustainability, so- 
cial justice, animal welfare, 
and more. Moreover, be- 
cause each and every per- 
son consumes food, we all 
have a voice in the matter 
and can see the impacts of 
our changes every day,” 
Santo said. 

Emily Nink, who co- 
founded Real Food Hop- 
kins with Santo, agreed. 

“J think our unique 
collaborative leadership 
structure was_ essential 
to our group's success,” 
Nink wrote in an email 
to The News-Letter. “RFH 
members have produced 
positive change behind the 


‘THE MOST 
EXCITING 


BROADWAY MUSICAL IN YEARS!” 
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scenes, working as a team 
to take on big challenges 
through mutual task deF 
egation and incremental 
successes.” 

Hopkins is now 
18th university to sign the 
pledge, which commits 
institutions to a systent 
that facilitates community 
involvement, respects hu- 
man rights and ensures 
ecological sustainability. 


“This commitment 
wouldn’t be possible 
without the national] 


support from Real Food, 
Challenge,” Nink wrote., 
“Through its national and 
regional conferences, re- 
gional support staff and 
working groups, and de; 
velopment of campaign 
materials, RFC 
our, original 

and drove us to achieve 
our objectives on cam; 
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Hopkins expert on sleep Sororities face off in Powder 
lalks benefits of cuddling x= 
= 


By ELI WALLACH 


News & Features Editor 


- According to a report 
ftom the National Sleep 
Roundation, nearly 25 per- 
gent of U.S. couples sleep 
In separate beds. New 
Statements released in the 
Wall Street Journal on Nov. 
£ from Assistant Medical 
Director for the Hopkins 
Center for Sleep Rachel E. 
Salas point out that these 
couples may be missing 
out on health benefits re- 
lated to sharing a bed. 

In her statements, Salas, 
who is also an assistant 
professor in neurology, 
cited cuddling as being 
thought to release oxytocin 
if the brain. Oxytocin, in 
essence, helps the human 
body loosen up and un- 
wind, she said. 

‘ Salas looks to history 
to explain why this phe- 
nomenon exists. In her 
statements, she referred 


to the need for ancient hu- 
man ancestors to cozy up 
with one another at night 
for warmth and protec- 
tion. 

her 
noted 
that sleeping apart is a 
modern and_ culturally 
specific phenomenon, cit- 
ing her own parents’ sleep- 
ing habits. 

“My — father from 
Mexico, and my mom is 
from Texas, and both of 
them slept with all of their 
brothers and sisters when 
they were growing up,” 
she said in her statements 
to The Wall Street Journal. 

However, Salas made 
clear that sleeping with 
one’s partner is not for ev- 
eryone. 

“If you wake up often 
from ambient noises or get 
hot in your sleep, keeping 
your bed to yourself may 
be exactly what you need,” 
she said in her statements. 


Furthermore, in 


statements, Salas 


is 


Applied Physics Lab to 
lead NASA moon study 


By JACK BARTHOLET 


News & Features Editor 


- On Tuesday, the Ap- 
plied Physics Laboratory 
(APL) announced that it 
had been chosen by NASA 
to lead a study of the sur- 
faces of the moon and as- 
teroids. The Hopkins team 
is additionally tasked with 
investigating the potential 
methods of both human 
and robotic exploration of 


nese Space rocks. in the 
! pe OGS Sod TL 
near future. 


Under the jurisdiction 
of NASA’s new Solar Sys- 
tem Exploration Research 
Virtual Institute, APLs 
Benjamin Bussey will lead 
@ team to conduct the mis- 
sion. The group will be 
known as the Volatiles, 
Regolith and Thermal In- 
vestigations Consortium 
for Exploration and Science 
(VORTICES) team. It will 
consist of over 40 different 
Jeople, including addition- 

Hopkins researchers. 

VORTICES will use the 

rogress of NASA’s Lunar 
Science Institute team as a 
Base of knowledge to work 
with. This Lunar Science 
Institute team was also 
led by Bussey. It studied 
the moon’s polar regions, 
an aspect of space science 
about which there had not 
much previous knowledge. 

“The goal of our pre- 
vious NLSI team was to 
transform ‘Luna _ incog- 
nita’ into ‘Luna cognita,” 
Bussey said in a statement. 
“Now that we know more 
about how such processes 
Operate on a large, low- 
gravity body with only 


a tenuous exosphere, the 
VORTICES team can ex- 
tend that work in several 
directions, including deep- 


of the moon, and address- 


ing important questions for | 
exploring near-Earth aster- | 


oids and [Martian moons] 
Phobos and Deimos.” 

This VORTICES team 
has been chartered for a 
five-year period. 

The group will focus on 


the effects of factors such | 


as sunlight and water on 
the formation of the moon 
and asteroids, in addition 
to how they interact with 
these surfaces. It will at- 
tempt to ascertain whether 
these factors are stored in 
these surfaces, or if they 
are removed. 

VORTICES is just one 
of nine teams NASA com- 
missioned this year to ex- 
pand their Lunar Science 
Institute’s work to other 


aspects of space within | 


the Solar System Explora- 
tion Research Virtual In- 
stitute. 

APL is a University- 
elated research center 
based in Howard Coun- 
ty, Maryland. It is not 
an academic division of 
Hopkins however. Rather 
it acts as a research and 
development (R&D) orga- 
nization. 

APL has worked with 
many government organi- 
zations since its founding. 
In particular, it has recently 
come under scrutiny for its 
relationship with the De- 
partment of Defense and 
its current role in drone 
research. 
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Members of the five sororities on campus, coached by fraternity brothers, competed against each other in several rounds of Powderpuff football. 


POWDERPUFE From Al 
Classic. Hosted in tandem 
by the sisters of Kappa Al- 
pha Theta and the broth- 


| ers of Beta Theta Pi, the 


day consisted of countless 
games of Corn Hole, free 
food for all attendees and 
an autumn-themed bake 
sale. 

Beta’s Corn Hole Classic 


| has been a long-standing 


tradition at Hopkins; this 


| year, all of their proceeds 
went to the Wounded War- 
| rior Project, which sup- 


ports injured veterans and 
their families as they are 


| returning home from their 
| missions around the world. 
ening our understanding 


“We are very proud to 
have raised funds for the 
Wounded Warrior Project, 
an organization we have 
raised money for before,” 
Hank Strmac, Beta’s public 
relations chairman, said. 

The corn hole compo- 
nent of the day’s events in- 
cluded open play as well as 
a single-elimination tour- 
nament that took place just 
off of the field. Tournament 
competitors were required 


to provide a donation of a 
minimum of $5. The win- 
ners of the Corn Hole Clas- 
sic, a team made up of two 
brothers from the Sigma 
Chi fraternity, received 
the grand prize: a $150 gift 
card to PJ’s Pub, 

Dozens of corn hole fans 
showed up to take part in 
the annual Hopkins tradi- 
tion. 

“We had a great time 
hanging out and _play- 
ing some corn hole while 
cheering on the football 
teams,” Strmac said. 

The sisters of the Uni- 
versity’s newly revived so- 
rority, Kappa Alpha Theta, 
were responsible for or- 
ganizing and hosting the 
tailgate. The Theta sisters 
provided complimentary 
tailgate grub, such as ham- 
burgers and hotdogs, in 
addition to selling an array 
of homemade fall treats for 
their bake sale. Hot choco- 
late was also served to keep 
all of the players and spec- 
tators warm on what was a 
brisk November morning. 

All of the bake sale pro- 


ceeds went to Court Ap- 
pointed Special Advocates 
(CASA), which raises funds 
to support neglected chil- 
dren in the court and fos- 
ter care systems. The Theta 
sisters raised over $100 in 
donations for CASA. 

Theta and Beta were ex- 
cited to work together for 
the first time since Theta’s 
recolonization. 

“Theta was happy to 
host our first major event 
with Beta geared towards 
the entire student body. 
We advertised extensively 
and were happy to see that 
many students stopped by 
the tailgate and Corn Hole 
Classic and stayed to watch 
the Powderpuff games,” 
senior Hayley Normile, a 
member of the Theta Mar- 
keting Committee, wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

Strmac agreed that their 
joint efforts were success- 
ful. 

“Tt was a great pleasure 
working alongside Theta, 
and Beta looks forward to 
working with them again 


in the future,” Strmac said. 

The Theta sisters were 
pleased with the turnout 
and had a successful day 
both on and off the field. 

“The Theta presence 
was strong, with women 
at the bake sale tables, 
on the sidelines cheering 
on the Theta Powderpuff 
team and on the field play- 
ing into double-overtime,” 
Normile wrote. 

“I couldn’t be more 
proud of our powderpuff 
team,” Theta Team Captain 
Kelly Dunn wrote in-an 
email to The News-Letter. 
“We practiced ridiculously 
hard and really came to- 
gether on the field.” 

Attendees and _  orga- 
nizers alike considered 
the event a success over- 
all. Members of the Greek 
community bonded and 
were given a chance to 
show their pride in their 
sororities and _ fraterni- 
ties. And as the event's 
Facebook invitation read, 
“Nothing screams Novem- 
ber like tailgating and foot- 
ball!” . 
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The Beta Corn Hole Classic and the tailgate drew Hopkins students out of bed to Homewood Field on a brisk November morning last weekend. 


Public health experts press govt. 


* LIVESTOCK, From A1 
battles for different kinds 
of things for over a centu- 
ry,” Galambos said. 
Lowering the use of 
antibiotics overall would 
involve restructuring the 
food supply on a national 
scale. In a nation with a 
population that reaches 
over 300 million people, it 


also calls for a major finan- 


cial investment. 
“T feel that the fact that 
antibiotics in livestock is 
ted is absolutely ri- 
diculous, given that it effects 


our immune system and the 


effectiveness of antibiotics 
as a whole. Especially when 
many common antibiotics’ 

tiveness has been de- 


creasing due to human use,” 


recommendations were to 
“Ban the non-therapeutic 
use of antimicrobials in 
food animal production to. 


reduce the risk of antimi- 
crobial resistance to medi- 
cally important antibiotics 
and other antimicrobials,” 


I feel that the 
fact that antibi- 
otics in livestock 
is unregulated is 
absolutely ridic- 
ulous. 

| —SENIOR 

STAFFORD ENCK. 


’ 


and “Define non-therapeu- 
tic use of antimicrobials as 
any use in food animals in 
the absence of microbial 


_ disease or documented mi-. 


crobial disease exposure.” 
While obesity is constant- 


Jy on the national agenda, — 


the questionable practices 
by which food is produced 
lacks much of a platform. 
As far as I can see, it is 
at this point not a salient 
issue nationally. If you're 
going to get any action you 
need to make it that, and 
that doesn’t happen by ac- 
cident,” Galambos said. 
On an international scale, 
the decisions the United 


States makes agriculturally 

can have a massive influ- J 

ence on developing nations. _ 2 - 
“As other countries 


develop, they begin to 


do the same thing that 


we do. They begin to eat 
more meat, since they can 


afford it. They begin to- 


have more problems with 
diabetes and being over- 
weight. The pattern right 


now, is that the develop- 
ing countries are develop-_ 


ing our problems as well 
as our income,” Galambos 
said. Y 
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PAUL, From Al 
targets. He also sharply 
criticized alleged drone 
strikes on American citi- 
zens and the bulk of the 


Obama = administration’s 
foreign policy. 
“There’s another part 


to this. Freedom isn’t seen 
as a whole, it’s seen in 
parts — economic liberty 
and personal liberty. But 
it should be one. It should 
be your liberty in eco- 
nomic matters and how 
you run your life,” Paul 
said. 

Paul finished his speech 
by commenting on the idea 
of American exceptional- 
ism. 

“We're not exceptional 
in the sense that we know 
what's best for everybody, 
that American exceptional- 
ism is that you better do it 
our way or we'll take care 
of you,” Paul said. “We 
could be an exceptional na- 
tion if we follow the laws, if 
we promoted free markets, 
promoted civil liberties 
[and] promoted a foreign 
policy of peace and pros- 
perity.” 

Immediately follow- 
ing the speech, audience 
members lined up at mi- 
crophones in the aisles for 
the opportunity to pose 
questions to the former 
congressman. 

There was a gaffe dur- 
ing the period of question- 
ing that directly followed 
the speech. Paul misspoke 
and mistakenly referred 
to the University as “John 
Hopkins.” At this, many in 
the crowd began to laugh 
and corrected the absence 
of the ’S’ in the Univer- 
sity’s name by hissing the 
‘S’ sound and by shouting 
the full name. The distur- 
bance continued, through 
several minutes of Paul’s 
subsequent answer. 

The response to Paul’s 
talk among the students, 
parents and community 
members in attendance 
was largely mixed. While 
there were many enthu- 
siastic supporters in the 
audience, there were also 
many students who were 
quick to condemn Paul. 

“T think it was really 
interesting seeing how 
the Hopkins community 
reacted to Ron Paul’s ap- 
pearance and his speech. 
I thought it was interest- 
ing that this was a really 
friendly and a really un- 
friendly audience,” fresh- 
man Simon Bohn said. 

Even Bohn himself had 
mixed reviews of Paul. 

“I think he ignores 
a great deal of needy 
people, and his overall 
policies are very unreal- 
istic — I think he’s very 
idealistic,” Bohn said. “I 
do have to say I do sup- 
port his positions on the 


Fourth Amendment I 
agree with him that we do 
have a right to privacy.” 

Other students liked 
the way Paul answered 
audience members’ ques- 
tions. 

“| found it most inter- 
esting during the ques- 
tion and answer period. 
It was intriguing to hear 
what some people had to 
ask. You could tell some 
of them took their ques- 
tions personally, but some 
of the responses weren't 
quite what they were ex- 
pecting. He would com- 
pletely politicize some 
of the questions, like 
any politician would say, 
and not answer them di- 
rectly,” freshman Andres 
Hernandez said. 

Aidan Christofferson, 
co-chair of the MSE Sym- 
posium, felt the event went 
extremely well. 

“The event itself could 
not have gone better. We 
were able to fill every seat 
in Shriver with Hopkins 
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Former congressman advocates liberty New fees for Intersesston 
under review amid protest 


Quad. Members of the 
activist group Young 
Americans for Liberty 
(YAL) passed through the 
milling crowd, handing 


out pocket constitutions 
and speaking to audience 
members about YAULs 
goals and principles. 

YAL, formed as a result 
of youth and college partici- 
pation in the 2008 Ron Paul 
presidential campaign, is 
a nationwide group com- 
prised of hundreds 
chapters and thousands of 
members. Its presence on 


ot 


Homewood Campus, how- 
ever, is minimal. It is listed 
as ‘newly forming’ at Hop- 
kins on the YAL website. 
“We inherit a corrupt, 
coercive world that has 
lost respect for voluntary 
action. Our government 
has failed and dragged our 
country into moral decay. 
The political class domi- 
nates the agenda with a 
violent, callous, control- 
ling grip. And, for this we 
do not stand. We welcome 


COURTESY OF GAGE SKIDMORE VIA WIKIPEDIA 
Paul has become the stalwart standard-bearer of Libertarianism. 


students, their parents 
and members of the wider 
community,” Christoffer- 
son wrote in an e-mail to 
The News-Letter. “Dr. Paul 
gave a passionate, rousing 
speech which was hope- 


fully enjoyed by all, re-- 


gardless of their political 
affiliation. He entertained 
challenging questions 
with consistency and hon- 
esty.” 

Although doors opened 
at 7:30 p.m. audience 
members were lined up 
more than half an hour 
beforehand on the Wyman 


, 


limited government con- 
servatives, classical liber- 
als, and libertarians who 
trust in the creed we set 
forth,” reads a portion of 
the YAL Statement of Prin- 
ciples. 

Paul is a self-identified 
libertarian, notable for his 
staunch opposition to the 
Federal Reserve System, 
taxation and government 
regulation of the econ- 
omy. He was invited to 
speak on campus because 
his unique political phi- 
losophy tied in with the 
MSE Symposium theme, 


‘Learning From Experi- 
the Path Ahead for 
Generation Y.” 

“The idea is that every 


ence 


speaker is a part of a bal- 
that 


sides 


anced symposium 


explores different 


to challenging questions. | 


Considering two speak- 
ers were involved in the 
Obama administration, 
we thought it salient to 
represent both 
the political spectrum,” 
Christofferson wrote. 
“Dr. Paul seemed like an 


sides of 


ideal candidate to present 
to 
challenges for our genera- 
tion.” 

Beyond this, Paul pre- 
sented MSE with an op- 
portunity to spark debate 
on the Homewood Cam- 
pus. 

“Dr. Paul emerged as 
a potential target that 
would initiate a campus 
wide discussion, and 
would provide the Sympo- 
sium with a refreshingly 
diverse opinion on a range 
of topics,” Christofferson 
wrote. 

Paul was born in Pitts- 
burgh in 1935 and gradu- 
ated from Gettysburg 
College with a degree in 
Biology. He earned a medi- 
cal degree from Duke Uni- 
versity’s School of Medi- 
cine before serving in the 
United States, Air 
as a surgeon during the 


another side various 


Force | 


1960s. Paul was a private- | 


ly practicing obstetrician 
and gynecologist in Texas 
when he decided to run for 
Congress in the late 1970s. 
He represented Texas's 
22nd congressional district 
through the early 1980s but 
left the House of Represen- 
tatives in 1984 to return to 
his practice. 

Nevertheless, Paul re- 
turned to politics in 1997 
as the representative for 


Texas’s 14th congressional | 


district and ran for the pres- 
idency three times — in 
1988 as the Libertarian can- 
didate, and 2008 and 2012 
as a Republican candidate 
in the primary elections. 
Since leaving elected 


office in 2013, Paul has | 


continued to be politically 
active as a speaker on the 
lecture circuit and as an 
author of several books. 

Paul's appearance 
marked the fourth speaker 
brought to campus by MSE 
this year. 

“T am particularly happy 
about the turnout this sea- 
son and the campus-wide 


response to the program. | 


We have filled Shriver twice, 
and have come close to ca- 
pacity on other occasions,” 
Christofferson wrote. 

Kal Penn, whose sched- 
uled appearance on Oct. 8 
was postposed, will be the 
final MSE speaker later 
this semester. 


INTERSESSION, From Al 
also popular as a time tor 
students to explore inter- 
ests outside of their field or 
major. 

Intersession this year 
will take place from Jan. 
6 to Jan. 24. During this 
time, on-campus housing 
will be available to stu- 
dents. 

Up until this year, Inter- 
session opportunities have 
been free to all partici- 
pants. Due to this sudden 
change, students have be- 
come skeptical of the fee’s 
purpose. 


———— 
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and service activities. How- 
ever, the fee is waived for 
this program, along with 
study abroad programs. 

In response to the fee's 
introduction, some Hop- 
kins students have estab- 
lished an online petition 
that is currently being 
shared across several so- 
cial media sites. The goal 
of this petition is to acquire 
1,000 signatures. 

“Intersession is both an 
important social and aca- 
demic experience, and it’s 
an integral part of our com- 

munity’s 


The Sum- 
mer & In- 
tersession 
Program's 
website pro- 
vides the 
University’s 
justification 
for the new 


The $250 fine is 
unwarranted based 
on the amount 

of tuition that 
students already 


identity here 
at Hopkins. 
Putting a fee 
on such an 
important 
aspect of 
our college 
experience 
is tarnishing 


cost. that iden- 

“When have to pay. tity. Fur- 
the interses- — DYLAN Cowlt, thermore, 
sion pro- the admin- 
gram began SOPHOMORE istration did 
several de- not weigh 
cades_ ago, student sen- 
it was very timent or 
small and address the 


offered mainly courses 
that were not for credit. 
Today, the program has 
grown to incorporate al- 
most 40 percent of the un- 
dergraduate student body. 
Unfortunately, it is just not 
possible for the two Home- 
wood schools to cover this 


cost any more,” the site’s 
disclaimer states. 
Specifically, the pro- 


grams that require the 


issue of financial aid,” the 
petition states. 

Students who support 
the petition against the 
fee feel that it is the best 
method to have their voic- 
es heard by the university. 

“T think the petition will 
help give the students a 
way to collectively contact 
the higher-ups because I’m 
not sure how helpful send- 
ing a bunch of emails will 


COURTESY OF KARA DEPPE 


Intersession allows Hopkins students to study foreign cultures abroad. 


$250 fee are designated as 
“Academic Exploration” 
courses. They are either 
one or two credit-bear- 
ing classes sponsored by 
the various departments 
within the Krieger School 
of Arts and Sciences and 
the Whiting School of En- 
gineering. 

The fee’s application to 
credit-based classes has 
also led to controversy 
as other Intersession pro- 
grams remain free. ; 

This year, freshmen stu- 
dents are eligible to enroll 
in the Bmore program 
running from Tuesday, Jan. 
21 through Friday, Jan. 24. 

This program, now in its 
seventh year, is designed to 
introduce freshmen to Bal- 
timore and to help them es- 
tablish a relationship with 
their new home city. The 
curriculum includes classes 
with certain departmental 
focuses as well as social 


be. A petition with 1,000 
signatures, I think, would 
say a lot,” freshman Jona- 
than Liu said. 

The petition is gaining 
support and currently has 
around 690 student signa- 
tures. This overwhelming 
response from _ students 
has forced the Summer & 
Intersession Program to 
address the issue. 

“We have heard the con- 
cerns being raised around 
the newly enacted $250 fee 
for credit-bearing courses 
that are a part of the Inter- 
session Program. We are 
considering all of this feed- 
back and will be following 
up shortly with our stu- 
dents,” Director of Summer 
& Intersession Programs 
Jessica Madrigal said. 

For now, the fee still 
remains mandatory and 
online registration for Aca- 
demic Exploration classes is 
scheduled for Dec. 3, 2013. 


ra: ; COURTESY OF KARA DEPPE 
Senior Kara Deppe studied in Cuba during last year's Intersession program. 


_ COURTESY OF JOE PARKS VIA FLICKR 
Dr. Ron Paul (R-TX), a former congressman and Republican presidential contender, is one of the nation’s most prominent Libertarian activists. 
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CRASH TEXT DUMMY. 


TEXTING WHILE CROSSING THE STREET IS DUMB. 


Pedtextrians. You know the type: head down, thumbs glued to a touch screen, 
oblivious to the world around them. Text-happy pedestrians are 60 percent more 
likely to veer off course. They're also more likely to stroll into traffic, leading to 
injury and possibly death. The lesson? Don’t be a crash text dummy. Curb your 


phone and keep your eyes on the road. 


It might save your life. 
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Saturday Night Live diversifies, Romney disses and Lively “diets” 


Oprah Winfrey 


nbdcsni you were great | every way. Nice 


Saturday Night Live has had its share of problems with diversity this season, and Kerry Washington helped address 
them during her cold open on the show this Saturday. SNL may have mocked itself for not having a black woman in 
its cast in that sketch, in which Washington had to play both Michelle Obama and Oprah (who apparently watches 
SNL), but they never really said how they were going to solve that problem. Also, Washington made her own “What 
the Fox Say,” video with Jay Pharaoh. It’s a must-watch. 


Philip Rucker Ruck 
i; Romney vetters called Chr 
weight, among ©MarkHalperin 


istie "Pufferfish" and Mitt made fun of his 


jheil details 


washingtonpost.com/politics/obama... 


C) View summary 


# Reply ti Retweet ®& Favorite *** More 


Remember how awesome Game Change was? The dynamic duo Mark Halperin and John Heilemann are back with 
the inside scoop on 2012 with their new book, Double Down. They not only have the juicy details on how Team 
Obama considered replacing Biden with Hillary, but they also explain Romney’s weird fish codes for possible VP 
candidates. Christie was called “Pufferfish.” And yes, it’s meant to be offensive as the book details at how Romney 
mocked what Christie looked like trying to walk down a bus aisle. 


‘S& Hollywood Gossip “hollywoo 
Blake Lively says she stay 
chocolate bit.ly/icGiwm7 


ye a 


s skinny by doing nothing and eating 


Blake Lively basically said in an interview that she doesn’t need to work out because she can just eat chocolate. Yes. 
This is how we should all be approaching our lives. 


Ellen DeGeneres 


Guess who went trick-or-treating in L.A. last night? They're back. | 
SGandR pic.twitter.com/heRAaxEcPR 


Ihave a weird obsession with Sophia Grace and Rosie, the adorable pop children that Ellen made famous a few years 
ago. I like that Ellen is such a solid fan of theirs. If you haven't seen their videos, go watch them. Sophia Grace is loud 
because she’s a star, and Rosie is incapable of making a single sound. It is brilliant. 


James Blake impresses yel again at 9:50 (lub 


t hasn’t been easy 
trying to see James 
Blake while at school. 
Whenever __he’d 
announce a US tour, 

he’d only come through 
D.C’s 9:30 Club and it 


brings his material to a 
whole other level. 

To start, Blake walked 
onto the stage by himself 
and performed “I Never 
Learnt to Share,” a song 
that starts off with a sim- 


would be ple vocal 
at the é loop that 
Bete Alex Hurowitz ao es 

ortune : lodes 
PPmes. egular Columnist  frts “ay- 
Whether ers of 


it would be during finals 
period or on a weekday 
when I couldn't juggle 
schoolwork and going to 
a concert in D.C,, seeing 
James Blake perform live 
seemed to be a quixotic 
goal. 

But I remained patient 
and optimistic, knowing 
that Blake would perform 
in D.C. at the right time 
during the school year. So 
when I heard about the 
James Blake show this past 
Saturday, Nov. 2, I knew I 
couldn’t have asked for a 
better day and that I had 
to go. 

Unfortunately, I missed 
the opener Nosaj Thing, a 
promising experimental 
producer who is known for 
his very visually elaborate 
live show. However, James 
Blake’s performance by it- 
self more than made up for 


it. I had seen his 9:30 Club — 


performance back in late 


~ May on NPR, so | kind of 


knew what to expect, but 
seeing it live in person just 


synths, bass and vocals. 
Despite the depressing 
nature of the lyrics (“My 
brother and my sister don’t 
speak to me, but I don’t 
blame them’), you can 
safely say that every girl in 
the room let out a screech 
of joy with every dip and 
turn Blake’s voice took as 
he created that vocal loop. 

It was even hard for me 
to not let out a sound of ex- 
citement, as he seamlessly 
created layers upon layers 
of his own vocals, which 
formed beautiful harmo- 
nies and undertones that 
you just can’t find with 
many other musicians. 
Then the synth lines and 
bass kicked in and shook 
your entire being in the 
most soothing way. 

The song finished with 
you wanting more, and 
the two other members of 
his live band (a drummer 
and a guitarist, who pro- 
duces his own music under 
the moniker Airhead) ap- 
peared on stage, but this 


“at 


was merely Blake warm- 
ing up; there is much more 
in store for the rest of the 
night. 

The rest of his set list 
contained his hits of old 


(“Klavierwerke,” “The 
Wilhelm Scream”), new 
(“Overgrown,” “Retro- 


grade”), and as he put, 
during the first break be- 
tween songs, “everything 
in between.” He also prom- 
ised to get all of us into “a 
zone,” which you can’t ex- 
actly describe with words 
in a cohesive sentence, but 
everyone in the audience 
definitely seemed to feel it. 

Songs like “Digital 
Lion” and “Limit To Your 
Love,” while already en- 
joyable in their studio 


form, were remixed on the : 


spot and transformed into 
incredible dub-techno in- 
spired tracks that just got 
your feet moving. 

It became an emotional 
dance party with these ma- 
jestic and operatic sound 
landscapes of acid synths, 
body-shaking bass and 
haunting, yet beautiful vo- 
cal harmonies that contain 
a groove that was just too 
hard to ignore. This was 
done for many of the tracks 
for the night, including 
“Klavierwerke,” “CMYK” 
and “The Wilhelm Scream,” 
and is what sets Blake's live 
material apart from its stu- 
dio counterpart. 

Hearing the title track 
off his recent Mercury 


Prize winning album, Ret- 
rograde, was also quite an 
event in itself. Despite the 
fact that he has probably 
played this song countless 
times over the past year, 
Blake still puts so much 
emotion into the perfor- 
mance; there is no sense 


of jadedness or disheart- 


enment present. “Retro- 
grade” is arguably one of 
the best songs released this 
year and Blake’s outstand- 
ing performance of it fur- 
ther cements that idea. 

For his encore, James 
Blake did a solo performance 
of the track “Measurements” 
off of his self-titled debut 
album, a very simple, yet el- 
egant song that consists of an 
intricate vocal melody with a 
sparse bass and keyboard ac- 
companiment. 

While Blake joked before 
that he does vocal loops and 
harmonies for practically 
every song and that this was 
nothing new for him, Blake 
does so with such mastery 
and variation — especially 
with this song. 

What this performance 
showed me was that not 
only is James Blake a truly 
gifted producer, but he is 
also a talented singer-song- 
writer, and there probably 
isn’t a musician or act right 
now who can perform or 
write his material. 

If you ever have the 
chance to see him, go for 
it — you won't be disap- 
pointed. 
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@rachel_witkin 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 

some of the top posts around 

the Twitter realm that deal 

with the week’s top stories in 

sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


he day that hip- 

hop heads have 

been waiting for 

is finally upon 

us: iconic rap 

legend Eminem’s album, 
The Marshall Mathers LP 2, 
has finally hit the shelves. 
The public has been 
waiting with bated breath 


| for the return of the self- 


| | proclaimed 


“Rap God,” 


| whose recent releases have 
been underwhelming to 


| expectations. 


The topic 
of whether Em could tri- 
umph on this effort and 
restore his reputation has 


| been a compelling argu- 


ment for months now. It 
has been the most divisive 
issue in hip-hop in the 


| weeks leading up to the al- 


bum’s release. 

Inevitably, like any 
hyped production in our 
contemporary era of the 


Eminem ts back and 
_ better than before 


only rapper feature on the 
entire LP. Eminem suc- 
ceeded in choosing wisely 
with Kendrick. While both 
of the rappers are known 
for their aggressive style 
of rapping — loaded with 
violent metaphors — the 
pair took the opposite 
approach on the 1950s- 
sounding song. “Love 
Game” features a beat by 
old rock group Wayne 
Fontana and the Mind- 
benders and is an ode to 
Eminem and Kendrick’s 
love for rap; it is easily the 
most addictive listen on an 
album filled with catchy, 
melodic beats. 

What separates the al- 
bum is Mather’s lyrical 
ability and flow. Upon first 
listen to the album I was 
not so convinced; howev- 
er, after a couple more lis- 
tens I simply could not get 


Inter- : . half of 
ret Michael Louis — srs: 

nd out of 
Tor- - my head 
rent, Rosin Em ies 
t he . 3 nem 's 
album Music, Movies & More set sow 
leaked over the 
nearly a week before jazzy, broad-based beats 


| the Nov. 5 date this past 
| Wednesday, Oct. 30, and 


the reactions remained 
nearly as mixed as they 
had been before the public 
had heard it. Let’s take a 
look at what Eminem has 
in store for us on this con- 
troversial release. 

An important thing to 
remember when listening 
to the album is that it is 
a follow up to Eminem's 
most commercially suc- 
cessful album The Marshall 
Mathers LP (2000). This 
is certainly an audacious 
move of Mathers to try to 


‘rebuild on something he 


has already perfected; why 
risk meddling with your 
own legacy? Perhaps this 
is for Eminem to prove 
that he has evolved as an 
artist. Mathers specifically 
distinguished that the al- 
bum is not a sequel to the 
original, rather a revisit, 
but what exactly does this 
mean? , 

When Eminem released 
the first single — an eclec- 
tic, funky. song that feels 
like something out of a bad 
Beastie Boys take — on 
his own SiriusXM chan- 
nel Shade 45, the consen- 
sus was that Eminem had 
lost his vision. Enigmatic, 
bearded producer Rick 
Rubin selected a number 
of samples that all seem to 
have come out of left field. 
This includes beats from 
Joe Walsh, Steve Miller 
Band and Wayne Fontana 
and the Mindbenders — 
all groups that are seldom 
associated with hip-hop. 

The next song on the 
album, “Legacy,” doesn’t 
even feel like a song upon 
first listen because the ca- 
sual talking on the intro 
makes it feel like an adver- 
tisement. Rubin’s beats are 
all more closely associated 
with rock ‘n’ roll than hip- 
hop; this becomes appar- 
ent as one listens through 
the album. Songs like 
“Rhyme or Reason” and 
“So Far” further this cre- 
ative direction. 

The most anticipated 
song on the album, “Love 
Game”, features the su- 
premely talented Kend- 
rick Lamar. This is the 


gives the album the spark 
it needs. Perhaps what is 
most interesting about the 
album is its lyrical con- 
tent. To properly examine 
it, one must take into con- 
sideration the album’s po- 
sition as a revisitation to 
the original release from 
13 years ago. Eminem had 
so much raw anger and 
intensity on that release. 
The anger and intensity is 
still there, 13 years later, 
upon his return; however, 
this time it is measured 
and calculated. Eminem 
has matured. On the song 
“Headlights,” Eminem 
apologizes to his mother 
for all the harm he has 
caused her, even referenc- 
ing earlier track “Cleaning 
Out My Closet,” a song 
where Eminem moves out 
of his house and leaves his 
mother in the cold. 

It is not that Mathers 
has grown soft; he has 
simply evolved. The vul- 
garity, homophobia and 
vitriol are all still there. 
Songs like “Evil Twin” and 
album opener “Bad Guy” 
prove that Mathers can 
still be crude when neces- 
sary. “Evil Twin” perhaps 
best exemplifies where 
Eminem is at right now. 
The song is about Mathers’ 
struggle with his alter ego, 
Slim Shady, and how he 
has moved past the char- 
acter. In the most telling 
verse of the whole album 
Eminem raps, “Hoarder of 
beats, hoarder of rhymes/ 
Borderline genius who's 
bored of his lines/ And 
that sort of defines where 
I'm at and the way | feel 
now.” 
~ It is a new era for Emi- 
nem. He is in a new place 


_ looking through a wider 


scope, thinking about his 
life and career in a larg- 
er context. Em is always 
completely candid in his 
rhymes. He is still battling 
Slim Shady and his vices, 
but at least he is trying. 

__ Whether or not this is 
the end of Eminem’s rap- 
ping career is up in the 
air, but with The Marshall 
Mathers LP 2, Eminem cer- 
tainly gives us a reason to 
listen. z 
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Ss Mercedes- 
Benz Fashion 


Week Tokyo 
came to a 
close three 


weeks ago, we fashion en- 
thusiasts were predictably 
left with two thought-pro- 
voking tasks: interpreting 
what in the world it was 
that we had just witnessed 
and equipping ourselves 
with enough understand- 


| 


ing so that we could then 
properly appreciate the 
thrillingly unconventional 
Japanese approach to fash- 
ion. 

These mind-boggling 
tasks (always paired 
with giddy enjoyment, of 
course) of making sense of 
and appreciating Japanese 
fashion have been especial- 
ly perplexing, as the dawn 
of the 2000s has ushered 


VIA BUSINESS OF FASHION 


Blackmeans combines tradition and rebellion for its S/S 2014 collection. 
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HIP HOP 


BUT ALSO observations, rants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


The aesthetic meets the eccentric at Japan Fashion Week 2013 


in a wave of experimental 
designs on the Tokyo cat- 
walks, which seem to amal- 
gamate aesthetic elements 
stemming from seemingly 


antithetical origins — ele- 
ments only capable of hav- 
ing any 


sensible 
relation af- 
ter being 
adopted by 
a designer 
brilliant 
enough to 
properly combine beauti- 
ful, but eclectic, trivialities 
into a visually pleasing 
summation. 

Like Western high-fash- 
ion designers, Japanese 
designers have been adept 
at consolidating diverging 
elements of inspirational 
value into aesthetically 
pleasing designs. But this 
task was made especially 
perplexing at the most re- 
cent Japan Fashion Week, 
when we witnessed Japa- 
nese designers achieve 
this creative feat in a fas- 
cinatingly arbitrary, thrill- 
ingly blatant, theatrical 
and almost absurd man- 
ner that effectively sepa- 
rated them from Western 
high-fashion designers. It 
is this brazen quirk and 
sheer absurdity, of course, 
characterizing Japanese 
high-fashion that has 
made Japan Fashion Week 
2013 so completely mind- 
blowing. 

Budding designers Yu- 
jiro Komasatu, Takamoto 
Ariga, Masatomo Ariga 
and Tomoko Moriya took 


Chelsea Olivera 
Femme Fatale: 


control of the distinct 
Japanese flair for eccen- 
tricity with their label 
Blackmeans by creating a 
collection that brilliantly 
consolidated tribal textiles 
and 1970s-esque “punk” 
culture 
into an 
aesthet- 
ic, ema- 
nating 
hard- 
core, 
vintage 
“cool” vibe. Fringed leath- 
er separates, studded aged- 
leather motorcycle jackets 
and stitched graphic tops 
paired with hardcore stud- 
ded leather belts domi- 
nated the collection, which 
ironically created a perfect 
harmony by emphasizing 
the blatant combination 
of “traditional” tribal ele- 
ments and defiant punk 
aggressiveness. 

Sheh Jen-Fang, who has 
quickly earned a reputa- 
tion for the theatricality 
and eccentric designs of 
her label, Jenny Fax, was 
another favorite at Tokyo. 
The Spring 2014 Jenny Fax 
collection perfectly em- 
bodied the distinctly Japa- 
nese flair for combining 
antithetical elements and 
creating absurd, yet ab- 
solutely breathtaking de- 
signs: Dreamy frilled silk 
pants were paired with 
anime graphic tees, spirals 
of wired fabrics protruded 
from behind mini dresses 
featuring childlike cartoon 
graphics, and detachable 
lace baby doll collars were 


COURTESY GIOVANNI GIANNONI VIA WOMEN’S WEAR DAILY 
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A microphone attachment makes this Jenny Fax outfit perfectly quirky. 


worn with t-shirts and sat- 
in ruffled pants. One mod- 
el wore understated loose- 
fitting black pants with a 
top constructed of a mere 
flat large cutout of a doll’s 
head, with an attached mi- 
crophone (yes, an actual 
microphone was attached 
to the top), and a long black 
tulle veil protruding from 
the right side of the top. 
This composite, effectively 
uniting childlike whimsy, 
anime quirk and feminin- 
ity, created an_ eccentric 
theatricality that illustrates 


the Japanese quirk and 
absurdity dominating the 
runways at Tokyo. 

After this past Japan 
Fashion Week, it has be- 
come clear that the rea- 
son Japanese designers 
have boggled our minds, 
won over our hearts and 
knocked our Louboutins 
right off our feet is because 
they consistently remind 
us that fashion is about 
overstepping boundaries, 
exercising creativity to the 
point of absurdity and es- 
sentially asking ourselves: 


Need some inspiration? Try these 10 classic hip-hop hits: 


=t's hard to be in- 
spired by hip-hop 
these days. 


The genre is cur- 
rently in a bit of a 
shaky place since the mu- 
sic that gets the most buzz 
is less thought-provoking 
and more. . .well, twerk- 
provoking. Where can the 
hip-hop fans of Home- 
wood find inspiration 
within all these allusions 
to MDMA and beats that 
Mike Will made? 

The answer to our prob- 
lems lies within the lyrics 
of the golden era of hip- 
hop: the ‘90s. Almost every 
hit from back then can pro- 
vide a solution to an aspect 
of the Hopkins student’s 
struggle. 

Don’t believe me? Here 
are 10 hits from the ‘90s 
that have inspirational 
messages just for us at 
Homewood: 

1. “Juicy,” The Notori- 
ous B.L.G. 

This is the anthem 
for anyone hustling to 
achieve his or her dreams. 
Maybe you didn’t have 
the same rough upbring- 
ing as Christopher Wal- 
lace, but you, too, are 
working hard now in 
the hopes of living easy 
later on. Whether you're 

posted on the corner or 
taking over a corner table 
on A Level, “Juicy” serves 
as a reminder that reach- 
ing for the stars is always 
worthwhile. 

2. “Push It,” Salt-n-Pepa 

We’ve all been there: 
in the last stretch of a 
study session, on the last 
question of a problem set 
or on the last paragraph 
of a 10 page essay, when 
we were just ready to 
give up. All we needed 
was that.one extra burst 
of energy, that one little 
push to get to the finish 
line — the same way Salt- 
n-Pepa’s 1986 album Hot, 
Cool, & Vicious needed a 
little extra something to 
get it to platinum-selling 
status. With the addition 
of “Push It” to the 1987 
re-release, the hip-hop 


- duo was able to achieve 


just that. Sometimes all it 
takes to get past the fin- 
ish line is for you to push 


3, “Baby Got Back,” Sir 
Mix-a-Lot . 
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There comes a point 
in almost every Hopkins 
student’s career when we 
succumb to HIV — Hop- 
kins Impaired Vision, 
that is. That same girl or 
guy that you would never 
have given the time of day 
suddenly goes from being 
a four on the Dime Piece 
Scale to being in a Face- 
book-official relationship 


probably make a more ac- 
curate motto, since our 
professors’ generosity 
when curving grades is 
way more valuable than 
green paper with pictures 
of dead presidents. 


6. “Gin and_ Juice,” 
Snoop Doggy Dogg/Snoop 
Dogg/Snoop Lion 


All work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy, and 


with there are 
you — ° quite a cou- 
justbe- — Keryce Chelsi pee. oF cui 
cause individu- 
PHO A= als walk- 
mantic Henry ne around 
PLO the Home- 
pects The 10s wood cam- 
around pus. “Gin 
here and Juice” 


can be so slim. If Sir Mix- 
a-Lot’s hit taught us any- 
thing, however, it’s that 
we should stick to our 
standards: If you like big 
butts and you cannot lie, 
by all means, don’t let 
Hopkins keep you from 
your goal. 

4. “Jump,” Kriss Kross 

When you're so fo- 
cused on_ schoolwork, 
it’s pretty easy to forget 
about your health. If you 


had the Jump Rope For ~ 


Heart program in elemen- 
tary school, you already 
know that jump roping 
is an easy way to get ina 


serves as a reminder that 
sometimes we just need to 
lay back and take a break 
from all of our schoolwork. 
Just don’t take Snoop’s ad- 
vice word for word. Un- 
less you live in Colorado 
or Washington. 

7. “Make ‘Em Say Uhh!,” 
Master P 

Though many fans 
thought that making 
people say “Uhh!” re- 
ferred to Master P’s abil- 
ity to get his audience to 
feel his lyrics, it turns 
out that the No Limit 
rapper was talking about 
killing his haters. Yikes. 
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“Jump.” Because neglect- 
ing your cardiovascular 
health is wiggedy, wig- 
gedy, wiggedy wack. 

5, “C.R.E.AM.,” , Wu- 
Tang Clan : 

The Wu-Iang Clan’s 
famed motto, “Cash 
rules everything around 
me,” seems as though it 
wouldn't necessarily be 
applicable to the life of 
a Hopkins student, see- 
ing that we're expected to 


be less focused on money 


and more so on philan- 
thropy. “Curves rule ev- 
erything around me,” on 
the other hand, would 


iN 


pression. Hopkins is 
laden with competition, 
so it may be difficult to 
impress around here. 
Don’t let that deter you 
from finding a way for 
your individuality to 
shine through and knock 
‘em dead. Not literally, 
though. 

8. “Ruff Ryders’ An- 
them,” DMX 

This iconic song took 
“Stop, Drop, and Roll” to 
a whole new level with its 
infamous refrain. In do- 
ing so, it reminds us that 
knowledge is often ap- 
plicable across subjects. 
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Leave it to a genius like 


DMX to draw the paral- 
lel between fire safety and 
opening up shops as a 
Ruff Ryder (whatever that 
means). Be like Dark Man 
X in your studies, keeping 
an open mind to see the 
connections between the 
most seemingly unrelated 
things, and your Hopkins 
experience will be all the 
more enlightening. 

9. “Ice Ice Baby,” Vanilla 
Ice 

Taking credit for other 
people’s work is unethi- 
cal. However, Vanilla Ice’s 
hit “Ice Ice Baby” proves 
that it definitely has ben- 
efits: The song took the 
bassline from Queen’s 
“Under Pressure,” lyrics 
(supposedly) written by 
an affiliate of Death Row 
Records, and the persona 
established by MC Ham- 
mer — still, Vanilla Ice 
is credited with creating 
the first hip-hop single 
to reach the number one 
spot on the Billboard Hot 
100. Then again, he did 
get roughed up by Suge 
Knight a couple of times, 
so maybe Hopkins is 
onto something with this 
whole “plagiarism poli- 
cy” thing. 

10. Every song Missy El- 
liott has ever been involved 
with. 

Missy Elliott is one of 
the most underrated hip- 
hop artists of all time. She 
was one of about five fe- 
male rappers who gained 
major fame during the 
‘90s, and she produced 
and/or was featured on 
songs by everyone from 
Nas to Raven-Symoné. 
Above all, she was al- 
ways herself; at a time 
when female emcees wer” 
hyper-sexualized, Missy 
donned baggy tracksuits 
and wasn’t afraid to get a 
little weird, occasionally 
rhyming in gibberish and 
incorporating unusual 
imagery into her videos. 
She’s the perfect icon for 
Hopkins students. So 


what if you'd rather study 


than party? So what if 
you'd rather get an M.F.A. 
instead of an M.D.? Stay 
true to yourself, and even 
if you don’t always get the 
recognition you deserve, 
you will still accomplish 
greatness. 


Six sleps to success 
with self-efficacy 


ave you ever 


told your- 
self that 
you could 


achieve a 
goal, only to try it and fail 
miserably? Afterwards, 
you felt convinced that you 
could never come close to 
achieving that goal. Well, 
at the very least, you've 
told yourself you can do it. 

Even so, it looks like you 
need to improve your self- 
efficacy. 

Self-efficacy? 

Don’t worry; it isn’t a 
crazy concept. Self-effica- 
cy ina nutshell is defined 
as the level of confidence 
in one’s ability to do 
something. Self-efficacy 
is a bit more developed 


pleasant name, don’t you 
think?) gives six sugges- 
tions for improving self ef- 
ficacy: 

1. Knowledge is the Key. 

It’s safe to say that people 
fear what they don’t know, so 
educate yourself. If you have 
never taken a physics course 
and you're about to take 
physics at Hopkins, maybe 
you should buy a Schaums’ 
Outline book on physics 
first. Then you'll have intro- 
ductory knowledge before 
you start the class and you 
won't be blindsided. 

2. Challenge your nega- 
tive assumptions. 

If you have any assump- 
tions about a task, then 
check the facts. If your as- 
sumptions are based on 
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ble methods for improv- 
ing confidence. 

Low self-efficacy makes 
you more prone to avoid- 
ing certain tasks for fear of 
failure or embarrassment. 
This impedes improvement 
in certain areas. Failure and 
a lack of improvement can 
lead to frustration and even 
self-depreciation. Low self- 
efficacy can also lead you to 
believe that a task is more 
difficult than it actually is. 

So now that I’ve bom- 
barded you with all of the 
reasons why low self-effica- 
cy is bad, let’s talk about the 
benefits of high self-efficacy. 

High self-efficacy al- 
lows people to try things 
that they’ve never done 
before. This can lead to 
the development of new 
skills. High self-efficacy 
helps people to work hard- 
er, even when faced with 
tough barriers (*cough, 
cough* Hopkins). This 
leads to further mastery 
of skills and who doesn’t 
want that? 

Now that you're super 
excited about self-efficacy (I 
know you want to scream 
for joy right now; it’s okay), 
I'll give you some tips for 
increasing your self-efficacy. 

Lifepositive.com (what a 


3. Do it yourself. 

If you want to try some- 
thing, then do it yourself. 
Personal experience is the 
best teacher. 

4. See how other people 
do things. 

If someone has a more 
successful method for do- 
ing something, then learn 
from him or her. If it works 
for someone else, then it may 
work for you. At the very 
least, you can apply what 
you think may work for you, 
if you don’t want to copy that 
person’s method completely. 

5. Planning and prepa- 
ration. 

This works for long 
and short-term goals. If 
you have a plan, then you 
can break up the task into 
smaller parts. Also you can 
pinpoint specific mistakes 
more easily, so that you can 
make effective corrections. 

6. Use your brain and 
mind effectively. 

There are times when 
your greatest roadblock 
is YOU. You will have to 
persevere and tell your- 
self that you can accom- 
plish the task. Don’t allow 
yourself to be tricked into 
thinking that you can't 
improve. You can always 
improve. 
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Intersession fee limits exploration 


Fall tuition for 2013 was $22,735, 
up from the $21,965 from last fall. To- 
gether those numbers represent a 3.5 
percent increase in the total cost of 
tuition, compared with an inflation 
rate of around 1.2 percent from 2012- 
2013. While Hopkins students have 
become used to accepting this yearly 
increase — as have students at other 
universities around the country — 
another additional fee was tacked on 
to the cost of education this year. The 
University recently added a $250 In- 
tersession fee for Academic Explora- 
tion courses. While some classes do 
not charge this fee, the overwhelm- 
ing majority do. 

The Editorial Board believes that 
these fees reflect a complete disre- 
gard for the students of this Univer- 
sity and represent an attack on those 
that do not have the financial re- 
sources to afford the additional fees. 
Moreover, the Editorial Board dis- 
agrees with the lack of transparency 
surrounding the decision to impose 
the Intersession fee. 

Instead of explaining the new 


charge for Intersession in an email 
or another form of public disclosure 
to students, Hopkins made no an- 
nouncement about the policy. Rath- 
er, as students went to explore the In- 
tersession web page, they discovered 
on their own that this fee existed. 

Intersession has always been a sig- 
nificant selling point for the Univer- 
sity. It is one of the unique aspects of 
Hopkins and one that consistently 
appears in advertisements and pre- 
sentations to prospective students. 
Intersession courses are a fantas- 
tic opportunity to explore a subject 
outside your major or outside your 
comfort zone. The increased cost will 
discourage students — particularly 
those who can not afford it — from 
taking Intersession courses, even 
though the University should be do- 
ing everything it can to encourage 
students to take these courses. The 
additional fee is unnecessary and 
works contrary to Hopkins’ commit- 
ment to providing its students with 
a well-rounded and fun educational 
experience. 


New Blue Jay mascot name unoriginal 


The Editorial Board has long la- 
mented Hopkins’ lackluster school 
spirit. With the exception of la- 
crosse in the spring, it seems Hop- 


kins’ sporting events are sparsely 


attended and are almost never dis- 
cussed among the student body. 
Hampered by a persistent lack of 
enthusiasm, the ‘administrators 
finally decided to do something 
about it this last week by running 
a vote to name the Hopkins mascot. 

Although the Editorial Board 
is heartened by the idea, we were 
horrified by the result: by popular 
demand, the Hopkins mascot has 
officially been named “Jay the Blue 
Jay.” 

The history of sports mascots is 
wrought with unoriginal ideas. The 
MLB’s New York Mets, for instance, 
have “Mr. Met”, who fittingly is just 
a giant baseball with a face. When 
sports teams aren't just turning 
the ball their sport uses into a cos- 
tume, they’re copying the mascots 
of other teams; out of 347 Division 
I college football team mascots, 
there are 13 Bulldogs, 13 Tigers, 11 
Eagles, nine Wildcats, seven Bears, 
six Panthers, six Cougars, five Hus- 
kies, five Spartans, five Rams and 
four Hawks. On the opposite end 
of the spectrum, other school mas- 
cots are just plain weird: the Pur- 
due Boilermakers? The St. Louis 
College of Pharmacy Eutectic? The 
Hawaii Rainbow Warriors? The 
Heidelberg Student Princes? The 
Concordia College Cobbers? With 
these extremes in mind, it seems 
Hopkins’ animal of choice is the 
perfect amount of originality: not 
too overused but not unheard of. 


- Thus, we already had a leg up on 


the competition. The bar was set 
pretty low, and all the voters had 


to do was pick a name that wasn’t 
completely win¢e-inducing to make 
the exercise a success. 

But apparently, that was too 
much to ask. Jay the Blue Jay? Re- 
ally? Are Hopkins students so un- 
inventive as to include the name 
of our animal in the name of our 
animal? Could you imagine if Bal- 
timore’s more famous football team 
was led onto the field by “Ray the 
Raven”? That’s like the Philadel- 
phia baseball team using “Phil the 
Phillie,” the Houston football team 
going with “Tex the Texan,” or the 
Buffalo football team trying “Bill 
the Bill”. Repeating the name is re- 
dundant, and it’s unnecessary. 

Perhaps part of the blame lies 
with the method in which the de- 
cision was made. Administrators 
advertised the election via a post in 
a Facebook group. Many students 
did not see the post, either because 
they are not members of the Face- 
book group or because they simply 
were not online at the right time to 
see the post. In the midst of a busy 
midterm season, the vote was in- 
adequately advertised, such that 
many News-Letter editors were nev- 
er aware that a decision was being 
made. Had the poll been sent out 
via email, which is guaranteed to 
reach the entire study body or been 
featured on the next SGA ballot, 
perhaps with more options than 
the four that were provided, higher 
voter turnout and a better outcome 
might have resulted. 

The Hopkins campus has assem- 
bled some of the brightest minds in 
the entire country, and its students 
have a proven track record of ‘ac- 
complishing amazing things when 


they put their mind to it. Surely, we 


can do better than this. 


Response to 
Opinion Article 


The 10/31/2013 opinion 
piece in the JHU News- 
Letter by Brian Yuen is 
deeply flawed and con- 
tains several factual errors 
which are indisputable and 
easily verified. First, Yuen 
claims that, “..Edward 
Snowden leaked _ classi- 


Letter 


Wikileaks...”. Perhaps he is 
confusing Snowden with 
Pvt. Chelsea Manning who 
was involved with docu- 
ment leaks from the DoD 
and DoS to Wikileaks? 
Snowden leaked to Glen 
Greenwald formerly with 
The Guardian and _ film- 
maker Laura Poitras, but 
never to Wikileaks. Sec- 
ondly, Yuen claims that 
the NSA “cracked down” 
on the Silk Road website. 
Actually, it was primarily 
the FBI with no evidence of 
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involvement by the NSA. 
Thirdly, Yuen claims that 
the NSA invented Onion 
routing and the Tor ano- 
nymity network. This was 
actually work done by the 
U.S. Naval Research Labo- 
ratory, not the NSA. Mr. 
Yuen’s opinion piece and 
its conclusions eviscerating 
the need for citizens’ priva- 
cy are simply not credible. 
As the saying goes, “three 
strikes, and you're out”. 


-Roger Harrison 


fied NSA proceedings via 
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_ nearly that many acquaintances. 
“How many of these are actual 
friends? I wonder if when I add 
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All 


By BEN SCHWARTZ 


resident John F. Ken- 
nedy once wrote that 
“If by a ‘Liberal’ they 
mean someone who 
looks ahead and not 
behind, someone who welcomes 
new ideas without rigid reac- 
tions, someone who cares about 
the welfare of the people — 
their health, their housing, their 
schools, their jobs, their civil 
rights and their civil liberties — 
someone who believes we can 
break through the stalemate and 
suspicions that grip us in our 
policies abroad, if that is what 
they mean by a ‘Liberal’, then I’m 
proud to say I’m a ‘Liberal.” 

I, too, am proud to say I’m a 
liberal. But I am troubled by the 
whispers of a “Tea Party of the 
left,” manifest in New York City 
Police Department Commission- 
er Raymond Kelly being shouted 
off the stage at an event at Brown 
University last week. Kelly, a 
fierce proponent of the contro- 
versial stop-and-frisk policy, was 
invited to speak by Brown’s ad- 
ministration, sparking protests 
in the days and hours leading up 
to Kelly’s talk. As the event got 
underway, however, what had 
been a vibrant display of Ameri- 
can democracy in action became 
an example of iiber-liberalism 
turned into authoritarianism. 

The protesters, who included 
both Brown students and mem- 
bers of the greater Providence 
community, “stood with their 
fists in the air and began shout- 
ing in unison” after Kelly took 
the stage, according to The Brown 
Daily Herald. After half-an-hour 
of unrelenting disruption, uni- 
versity officials were forced to 
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Political left must say no to a liberal Tea Party US should use 


call the talk off and Kelly left the 
room. 

Doreen St. Felix, a senior at 
Brown, wrote in The Guardian 
that she and the other protesters 
were expressing “unequivocal 
opposition to politically legiti- 
mized structural oppression.” 
Other students and community 
members justified heckling Kelly 
off the stage by saying that he 
had the opportunity to speak in 
public more often than they. Still 
others on the left said that the 
protesters were simply exercising 
their own right to free speech. 

Nonsense. Speech is not free 
when it is used as an instrument 
to silence or drown out other 
speakers. In fact, Brown’s Code 
of Student Conduct says that “[s] 
uch obstruction is a form of cen- 
sorship, no matter who initiates 
it or for what reasons.” No mat- 
ter how often you speak in public 
nor how ardently you disagree 
with the content, all speech is 
protected. 

Admirably, Christina H. Pax- 
son, the university’s president, 
wrote in email to the Brown com- 
munity that, “Nothing is more 
antithetical to [the free exchange 
of ideas] than preventing some- 
one from speaking and other 
members of the community from 
hearing that speech and chal- 
lenging it vigorously in a robust 
yet civil manner.” 

St. Felix’s reasoning, however, 
merits further attention. Behind 
her argument — that speech os- 
tensibly “perpetuating system- 
atic oppression” ought not to be 
protected — lies an attack on the 
American system and democ- 
racy as a whole. Ironically, for 
people who agree with St. Felix, 
the civil rights and civil liberties 


President Kennedy so eloquently 
championed do not apply equal- 
ly to all people. Free speech, they 
say, does not apply equally to 
people in positions of power, to 
people who disagree with them 
on (albeit, racially-charged) pol- 
icy nor to people who they call 
“oppressors.” 

Their philosophy, it turns out, 
sounds quite a bit like the phi- 
losophy of the Tea Party. The far- 
right, after all, includes many 
people who reject the legitimacy 
of elected officials. People who 
often refuse to even listen to, 
much less compromise with, 
people with whom they dis- 
agree on policy. People who do 
not believe rights apply equally 
to all people but who do think 
they are being “oppressed” by 
the government. 

Former President Clinton was 
campaigning for Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate Terry 
McAuliffe in Virginia when he 
said, in response to the Tea Party 
candidate, that “[principled com- 
promise] simply recognizes that 
nobody’s right all the time, your 
life is as important as mine, your 
opinion is entitled to the same 
respect mine is, and we're all in 
this together, so we might as well 
work together to row this boat 
and go somewhere.” 

I am troubled by the whispers 
of a Tea Party of the left because 
the heckling at Brown was part 
of a strain of thought that rejects 
the idea that “we're all in this to- 
gether.” I am troubled because 
more and more of my friends on 
the left believe the republican 
form of government is broken, 
bent by money and power so far 
out of shape that the only way 
to fix it is to tear it down, start- 


ing with the liberal idea of equal 
rights and liberties for all. 


Russell Brand, in a 


much | 


shared Oct. 24 article in the New- 


Statesman, wrote that, “I have 
never voted. Like most people | 


am utterly disenchanted by poli- | 


tics. Like most people I regard 
politicians as frauds and liars 


and the current political system | 


as nothing more than a bureau- 


cratic means for furthering the | 


augmentation and advantages of 
economic elites.” 


Both Brand and St. Felix are | 
appealing to the same group of | 
| tions between Iran and the U.S. 


people on the left: those who are 
disaffected with democracy as 


we know it because of persistent | 


social inequality and increasing 


economic inequality. As a lib- | 
eral, | too am distressed about | 
inequality, but I also know that | 


democracy and liberty are not 
to blame for it. We have to work 
to protect the American system 
because the ideas of one vote, 
one person and free expression 
are at the core of who we are as 
liberals. 

The overwhelming victory 


unabashedly progressive Demo- 
cratic candidate for mayor in 
New York City who has pledged 
to confront both stop-and-frisk 
and economic inequality, was 
an example of that properly 
protected democratic project at 
work. 

Let’s let the people — all of the 
people — speak. We may be sur- 
prised by what we hear. 


Ben Schwartz is a sophomore 
Public Health Studies and Eco- 
nomics double major from Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. He is a News Editor 
for The News-Letter. 


The world is your whiteboard: a modest proposal 


_ By NATHAN BICK 


he residents of Ad- 

ams House in AMR 

Il have introduced a 
revolutionary method 

of studying and do- 

ing their homework. Be it Biol- 
ogy, Chemistry, Calculus [, II or 
I, Adams residents have decided 
to write it on the hallway walls. 
Visitors to the first floor hallway 
of Adams House have become 
accustomed to finding equations, 
explanations, diagrams or step- 
by-step work done by and for 
roommates and friends, either left 
over from some earlier session or 
presently in use by a study group. 
Although the top of the AMR 

II hallways feature textured, 
painted-white cinder blocks, on 
the bottom half they are finished 
with smooth, wide gray tiles that 
function perfectly well as white- 
boards. One can use. dry erase 
markers on them yet remove the 
markings with a paper towel or 
cloth or clear the writing com- 
pletely with Windex or some 
other hard-surface cleaner. This 
newfound feature lets students 
utilize surfaces, which are doz- 
ens of feet long and three or four 
feet high, perfectly oriented for 
a student seated cross-legged on 
the hallway’s carpeted floor and 
conveniently located just a short 
walking distance away from the 


students’ rooms. 

This state of affairs reigned for 
several weeks until, through the 
reports of the maintenance and 
cleaning staff, the relevant ad- 
ministrators discovered the prac- 
tice and forbade it. The admin- 
istrators claim that writing on 
the walls is a form of vandalism 
and that such an act can not be 
allowed to take place inside the 
Hopkins dorms, and, altogether, 
their point is valid. Although 
some students were opposed to 
this conclusion based on the ease 
of the removal of dry erase mark- 
er on the hallway’s tiled surface, 

* I must agree wholeheartedly that 
the “Adams whiteboard system” 
could not continue unmodified. 

However, I would like to pro- 
pose a new system to the Uni- 


versity: the installation of white- - 


board surfaces in all or most of 
the hallways’ wall surface area 
throughout University housing. 
If enacted, my proposal may im- 
prove student quality of life, in- 
crease grades and performance, 
and encourage the formation of 
a more collaborative, communal 
and creative atmosphere within 
the dorms and hallways of the 
institution. This atmosphere 
would instill an intellectual and 
scholarly attitude, as thoughts 
and ideas would occupy a more 
prominent place in the lives of 
the student body. The same or 


similar technology present in 
the Brody Learning Commons 
could be used to modify the hall- 
ways if economically feasible, or 
some adequate substitute could 
be researched. In all likelihood, 
students of the Whiting School 
would love to take on this engi- 
neering opportunity. 

As stated, such a system is al- 
ready in place within the Brody 
Learning Commons in the form 
of the several group study rooms 
whose walls can be written and 
drawn on. They are always in high 
demand and short supply because 
of their limited number and avail- 
ability — clearly, these rooms are 
popular and well received. I be- 
lieve the new hallways would be 
met with equally positive reactions 
and would provide far more posi- 
tive benefits. More students could 
use the expanded study space. 

Spontaneous ideas and cre- 
ative thinking would arise more 
naturally, while all sorts of infor- 
mation and knowledge would 
pass more readily between mem- 
bers of the student body. Person- 
al and work relationships could 
form between housemates based 
on this free flowing exchange 
of ideas. Both group studying 
and singular, personal review 
could take place anywhere at any 
time, entirely at the volition of 
the students. Additionally, this 
new hallway system would be a 


uniquely promotable and mar- 
ketable component of the Hop- 
kins community experience. 

Residents’ rooms in AMR II, 
although faced with the same 
cinder blocks as in the hallways, 
already include dedicated walls 
that may be personalized and 
used by the students in the same 
spirit. However, this feature is 
less directly useful for education 
and, if anything, stifles interac- 
tion in common spaces. 

Granted, there is the potential 
for noise concerns. Considering 
the myriad sleeping schedules 
followed by Hopkins students, 
this collaboration could rise into 
an unbearable cacophony of stu- 
dious uproar at all hours of the 
day. An honor code of respect 
and courtesy would clearly need 
to be cultivated for this white- 
board system to avoid that prob- 
lem. Hopefully the the collective 
moral fiber and perception of 
respect would both be enhanced 
as a result of a this, thus comple- 
menting the aforementioned 
scholastic atmosphere with an 
ambience of courtesy. 

I hope for discussion on, and 
welcome modifications to, this pro- 
posal. I hope the University admin- 
istration and community seriously 
consider the merits of this system. 


Nathan Bick-is a freshman 
from Washington D.C. 


Why nobody likes 


By KIRAN JAGTIANI 


acebook has _ be- 
come one of the 
largest sites on the 
web and by far the 
largest online com- 
munity. It has been praised for: 
it’s usefulness, its networking 
capabilities and its relevance to 
the new age of technology. But 
to what extent is Facebook ac- 
tually useful now? Does it re-- 
ally help us connect with our 
friends? Does it really help our 
productivity? Is it even fun to be 


on just to waste time anymore? 


It seems to me people on 
Facebook have an inordinate _ 
amount of friends. Maybe there 
truly are people with upwards 
of 1000 friends, but I myself 
don’t even know anyone with 


4, ‘ 
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a friend, | do it just because I en- 
joy seeing my friend count go up. 
I wonder if I do it just because I 
need to feel connected. Do people 
today actually have any intention 
of communicating with their re- 
cently added Facebook friends? 
The people I communicate with 
through Facebook are the people 
I don’t know well enough to com- 
municate with via some more in- 
timate means. 

Facebook also seems to bring 
out the worst in people. Maybe 
it’s the ability to say whatever you 
want from behind the screen, but 
people say things on Facebook 
that seem like they’re intended 
to get people upset.. Especially 
when it comes to political debates 
(gun restrictions, presidential 
elections, government shutdown, 
etc.), people without any inten- 


tion of having insightful discus- 


sion post blatant opinions just to 
get others riled up. 


Facebook anymore 


Facebook has the potential to 
allow friends to truly connect 
and collaborate, but recently 
newsfeeds all across the world 
have been taken over by these 
pesky Vine videos and “deep” 


statuses. This mixed with a con-. 


volution of friends and outra- 
geous statuses make the news- 
feed a very chaotic environment. 

Having to navigate through all 


of these weeds ‘on your newsfeed | 


isn’t even the worst part. Have you 
ever even left Facebook feeling sat- 
isfied? Studies show that, in fact, 
people are typically left unhappy 
after using Facebook, and those 
who use the site consistently ex- 


perience a decline in satisfaction 


with their lives over time. — 
While these studies are large- 
ly correlative and Facebook may 


not be the cause, it is quite likely 


that it is. The reasoning is that 
Facebook has turned not into a 
place for people to communicate, 


but instead a place for people to 
simply broadcast. It has become a 
way to show your peers, whether 
you are parents or students, your 
fantastic photos from the beach’ 
or which college you recently got 
into. It has essentially turned into 
a bragging device in disguise to 
show how well your life is going, 
what your relationship status is, 
etc. Most people probably don’t 
even realize that they’re doing 
it too. When | see my friends’ 
photos from a seemingly fantas- 
tic night out while I’m sitting in 
my room at my cramped desk at 
2. a.m. trying to finish my home- 
work, it sure doesn’t make me 
feel satisfied with my day. 


If this is what Facebook has 


become, how relevant will it ac- 
tually be to our future? 


Kiran Jagtiani is a freshman 
mechanics major from Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


With the exception of editorzals, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


diplomacy, not 
sanctions, In 
[ran 


By KAUSHIK RAO 


ith the election 
of Hassan Rou- 
hani as Iran’s 
new president, 
the foreign rela- 


have thawed slightly. The new 
government under Rouhani has 
undertaken multiple diplomatic 
measures, including the release 
of several political prisoners, con- 
ciliatory statements from Iranian 
leaders and even an exchange of 
letters and a phone call between 
President Obama and President 
Rouhani. Rouhani is a_politi- 
cal moderate, which is a stark 
contrast from his predecessor, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. After 


| Rouhani’s election, there is hope 
on Tuesday of Bill de Blasio, the | 


that Iran can take a different path 
not only by entering negotiations 
over its nuclear program but also 
by seizing what appears to be a 
genuine opportunity for change. 

The international community 
should help foster this opportuni- 
ty by giving diplomacy a chance 
to work in Iran. Iran has faced 
many sanctions from the world 
due to its defiance of international 
nuclear weapons laws. The sanc- 
tions have been extremely suc- 
cessful in curbing Iran’s influence 
in the Middle East and stunting 
their economy. Before the sanc- 
tions were implemented, Iran had 
the capability to sway regional 
politics and intimidate its neigh- 
bors. Now, Iran is completely 
isolated with the Assad regime 


| in Syria as its only ally. Due to 


the trade sanctions imposed in 
response to continued nuclear 
weapons development, Iran has 
been in a downward economic 
spiral. The country cannot do 
business with any reputable bank 
in the world or sell its oil to most 
of the West. They have begun to 
barter their oil for food and du- 
rable goods, sometimes even ac- 
cepting the local currencies of 
countries that buy its oil instead 
of the US dollar. The country is 
nearly out of foreign reserves and 
is having trouble meeting its trade 
demands. 

These sanctions have done a 
successful job of putting pres- 
sure on Iranian leaders, and now 
those leaders seem willing to 
talk. Combine this with the new, 
more moderate president of Iran, 
and an atmosphere for dialogue 
and diplomacy is possible. The 
Obama Administration is mak- 
ing the right decision in not pur- 
suing further sanctions against 
Iran, which would impede any 
future diplomatic discussions. 
Also, by not pushing for more 
sanctions, Iran’s current position 
in the international community 
will stay more or less the same 
rather than getting worse. If Iran 
becomes even more isolated than 
it already is, it could embolden 
them to ramp up their nuclear 
operations, which would cause 
another flare up between Israel 
and Iran. Any major aerial at- 
tacks or preemptive strikes be- 
tween Israel and Iran should be 
avoided because it could lead to 
an all-out war between the two 
nations, and any war in the re- 
gion would lead to disastrous ef- 
fects in a humanitarian sense. 

New sanctions would create 
the perception that there is no 
good will coming from the West. 
In addition, new sanctions would 
prompt the political hardliners 
in Jran to put even more pressure 
on Rouhani to not negotiate with 
the U.S. The current sanctions 
in place have done a great job to 
bring the two sides to this point. 
If negotiations collapse or if Iran 
does not prove to be a fair nego- 
tiator, then stricter sanctions can 
always be applied later. But with 
Iran appearing reasonable, now 
would not be the time to push 
them away with more sanctions. 

The negotiations over Iran’s 
nuclear weapons program is an 
opportunity for both nations to 
show that diplomacy in the 21st 


century can still be effective. 


Kaushik Rao is a junior po- 
litical science major from Yorba 
Linda, Calif. He is the Opinions 
section’s Economics columnist. 
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By SALLY HWANG 
Your Weekend Editor 


It’s not often that Bal- 
timore finds itself host to 
guests that are thousands of 
years old. But until Jan. 20, 
the city will be just that as 
the Maryland Science Cen- 
ter opens its doors for a new 
exhibition titled, Mummies 
of the World. 

As the title suggests, the 
Mummies of the World exhibit 
showcases preserved bod- 
ies from all over the world. 
Tickets are $22, with audio 
tours for extra commentary 
costing an extra $5. 

The Maryland Science 
Center is located in the In- 
ner Harbor, accessible by 
the JHMI to Penn Station 
and then the Circulator to 
Inner Harbor. 

The website __ states 
“Mummies of the World is the 
largest exhibition of mum- 
mies and related artifacts 
ever assembled,” and the 
visitor certainly feels that 
this is true. What makes 
this exhibit so distinct is its 
display of mummies orga- 
nized by region. Visitors get 
a true sampling of the dif- 
ferent types of mummies as 
opposed to typical mummy 
exhibits that usually focus 
on one type. 


are also 
not limited to just human 
bodies. Visitors can view 
mummified dogs, cats and 
even monkeys. It is fasci- 
nating to see how these 
objects were preserved for 
thousands and thousands 
of years and to see the tools 
used to mummify them. 

Many of the human 
mummies still have hair 
and nails that are intact, 
and with some, it is possi- 
ble to make out what they 
would have looked like as 
a living person. 

The exhibit starts out 
with the region typically 
associated with mummies: 
ancient Egypt. Not only 
does the exhibit explain 
the process by which the 
bodies were prepared for 
mummification, but they 
also show the various tools 
and materials used to pre- 
serve it. The artifacts them- 
selves are often beautifully 
crafted and interesting to 
behold alone. 

Another section covers 
mummies from the desert 
regions of South America. 
Naturally preserved, it’s 
amazing to see how this 
different method of mum- 
mification changed the 
way the bodies look. 

In this section is the 
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Large mummy exhibition impresses 


much-publicized Detmold 
Child, a 10-month-old Pe- 
ruvian child mummy, dat- 
ed 3,000 years before the 
famous King Tut. I person- 
ally did not find the tiny 
mummy as interesting as 
the adult, better-preserved 
mummies. But for so much 
publicity, it was a relatively 
small section of the South 
American mummies. 
The last section featured 
a family of Hungarians 
from the 18th century, dis- 
covered in 1994 in a long- 
forgotten crypt. The mum- 
mies were dressed as they 
would have been when liv- 
ing and it was easy to imag- 
ine them as living people. 
It’s amazing to think 
that these preserved things 
behind the cases have 
outlived major historical 
events that we now study 
but also to think of how 
their daily lives might have 
been so different from ours. 
After experiencing 
these remnants of history, 
you might want to visit 
the others offered by the 
science center, including 
a children-oriented but 
still fun interactive exhibit 
about the human body. 
Overall, it’s a great way 
to experience the science 
center. 
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Baltimore’s famous Abbey's Burger Bistro is located in a slight niche in the neighborhood of Federal Hill. 


Famous burger joint lives up to name 


By SALLY HWANG 
Your Weekend Editor 


So many burger joints 
claim to serve the “best 
burger in Baltimore,” and 
though I'll say many of 
them serve up a pretty 
mean burger, there’s only 
one place that can say that 
golden phrase without ly- 
ing. And that’s Abbey’s 
Burger Bistro in Federal 
Hill. 

Located in a cute al- 
ley niche (it’s not shady, I 
promise), Abbey’s Burger 
Bistro is easily accessible to 
students. 

If it’s a lovely day like 
it was this past Saturday, 
I'd recommend that you 
take the Circulator from 
Penn Station to the Inner 
Harbor, then walk from 
the Inner Harbor to the 
popular burger place. On 
the way, you can stop by 
Federal Hill, 
a hilltop park complete 
with a playground and 
walk way, which you can 
climb to see a panoramic 


| view over the entire city. 


But, as the days are get- 


| ting chillier, you may want 
| to just take the Circulator 


all the way down to Fed- 


feral Hill, where it’ll stop 


at Cross St. Market. Make 
a right from the stop and 


they have a pretty solid list 
of beers. 

But though all of this is 
great, it’s time to talk about 
their burgers. Their deli- 
cious, succulent, amazing 


walk down until you find 
the little stone wall niche. 
If you wanted to make a 
day trip out of the visit, 
there are plenty of places 
to walk around in Federal 


Hill. burgers. 

Abbey’s Burger Bistro The place offers a wide 
doesn’t take any reserva- range of exotic meats, 
tions so the wait times including seasonal op- 


tions, though they are a 
bit pricier. They have pre- 
made burgers to select, but 
I would recommend the 
build-your-burger option. 
Prices range from $12-18. 

I was able to try kanga- 
roo, bison, wild boar, alli- 
gator and kobe beef. (The 
alligator bites were an ap- 
petizer not a burger meat 
option.) 

The kangaroo was a bit 
too game-y tasting for me 
but seems to be a general- 
ly popular choice. The bi- 
son, wild boar and alliga- 
tor all had distinct tastes, 
brought out well as me- 
dium rare burgers. For the 
less adventurous, I would 
recommend the kobe beef, 
cooked medium rare of 
course. 

Whatever your burger 
preference, I’m confident, 
that Abbey’s Burger Bistro 
will satisfy your craving 
and leave you believing 
that they truly are the best 
burger place in Baltimore. , 


can be a bit of a toss up. 
I had called ahead to ask 
about the wait and went 
on Saturday around 6 
p-m. Though I was told 
the wait would be around 
30-45 minutes, our group 
of six was seated imme- 
diately. But as we walked 
out around 7:30, there was 
a bit of a line that seemed 
to have formed within the 
half hour. 

The key to being seated 
immediately seems to be 
going a bit early and choos- 
ing a day with no signifi- 
cant sports games. Keep 
in mind that the bistro is a 
sports bar as well and will 
be crowded on major game 
days. 

That being said, the bis- 
tro would be a great place 
to watch a major game. 
With high quality TV's 
mounted all over the walls, 
every seat has a great view 
of whatever sports game is 
on. And though I was not 
able to sample their drinks, 


The Charm City Fringe Festival showcases the city’s artistic talents. 


Charm City Fringe Festival 
Various Times 
Thursday, Nov. 7 — Sunday, Nov. 10 
Station North, Mount Vernon 


This four-day festival showcases Baltimore's 
eclectic art community in its two most interest- 
ing neighborhoods. For entry, attendees need 
The Fringe Button, a one-time $3 purchase 
that acts as entrance to the festival and enables 
holders to purchase individual and group tick- 
eting passes. It also comes with great discounts 
throughout the festival at Joe Squared and Liam 
Flynn’s Ale House. Tickets for performances 
are $10 after the purchase of the button. Perfor- 
mances range from stand-up comedy and live 
music to theater performances. Most will be 
held at the Baltimore Theater Project, the Single 
Carrot Theater or Liam Flynn’s Ale House. 
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ALASH: Throat Singing From Tuva 
8 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 9 
Towson University 


Come experience Tuvan culture in Balti- 
more as musicians of ALASH perform. The 
members of the acclaimed ensemble are mas- 
ters of traditional Tuvan instruments as well 
as the art of throat singing, a technique for 
singing multiple pitches at the same time. 
They are deeply committed to traditional Tu- 
van music and culture but also fans of west- 
ern music. Believing that traditional music 
must constantly evolve, the musicians subtly 
infuse their songs with western elements, cre- 
ating their own unique style that is fresh and 
new yet true to their Tuvan musical heritage. 


; TOWSON UNIVERSITY VIA FACEBOOK 
Ayan-ool Sam, Bady-Dorzhu Ondar and Ayan Shirizhik make up ALASH. 
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Peabody Jazz Ensemble (left); Barnstormers perform before (right). 


DAVID SHANKBONE VIA FLICKR 


KRIEGER JHU.EDU 
John Oliver (left); The Hopkins Symphony Orchestra performs (right), 


Calendar i 
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Peabody Classic Modern Jazz 
Combo (Cohen-Davison Family 
Theatre, Peabody Conservatory) 


1/7 
11/8 


Vivaz Dance Concert ‘(Arellano 
Theater) 


Barnstormers Noises 


Off (Swirnow 
Theater) Hf 


i 
i 


Peabody Latin Jazz Ensemble Cone 
cert (East Hall, Peabody Conserva-_ 
_ tory) 2 | 


f 


John Oliver (Warner Theater) t 7 
Hopkins Symphony Orchestra. 

Chamber Concert (Meyerhoff In- 
_terfaith Center) — : 
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SAM dance showcase Noises Off makes an exciting first impression 


(I philanthropic success 


By AUBREY ALMANZA 
Sets & Entertainment Editor 


* This past Sunday marked 
SLAM's sixth annual Hip- 
lop Showcase. The phil- 
anthropic event is distin- 
guished as the dance group’s 
largest and most antic ipated 
display of the school year 
Fhis year, SLAM hosted 16 
different dance crews that 
encompassed a wide variety 
Gt styles and ages. Tickets at 
the door cost $3 for students 
and $5 for the general pubic; 
all proceeds benefited Balti- 


more’s Dance Crews Project. 


is not simply a hobby but 
rather “a lifestyle, a culture.” 

Washington D.C’s dance 
UFN 


which 


company 
stands for Until Further No- 
tice — followed the break- 


ers with an expert, arousing 
piece. The non-profit was 
founded in 2010 and strives 
to break down social stigmas 
placed on hip-hop dancers, 
aiming to prove that they 
are driven achievers — not 
member of the “lost” gen- 
eration, as statistics would 
have some believe. UFN cer- 
tainly cleared the air of any 
assumptions with their erot- 


By ALLI GRECO 
Arts & Entertamment Editor 


Chaos, hilarity and roar- 
ing laughter ensues in the 
Barnstormers production of 
Noises Off, a comedy by Mi- 
chael Frayn. A show within 
a show, Noises Off is the sto- 
ry of a play gone wrong and 
the actors and director stuck 
in the middle trying to save 
this sinking ship. 

Even before Noises Off 
officially begins, the au- 
dience is immersed in the 
world of the production. 
Llyod (Ramanujan _ Sri- 
nath), director of Nothing 
On (the play within the 


| play) is nervously pacing 


By 3 p.m., ic, well-cho- 
a line of.ex- ~ reographed 
cited attend- The JHU Breakers routine. 
ees trailed . st Once 
down the madeitclearthat the white 
steps of - : bandana- 
Shriver Hall their art is not donning | 
where the simply a hobby but Perform- 
showcase y Saas ers of UFN | 
took place. rather “a lifestyle, — took _ their | 
Although 2 ‘ bows, Dy- 
theeventdid 4 culture. NaMic took 
not draw a to the stage. 
crowd quite DyNaMic 


as large as Shriver’s past 
a cappella showcases, the 
hall roared with applause 
and seated a satisfying 
turnout. 

Graduate John Carde- 
nas, who appeared to be 
popular with the famil- 
iar crowd, kicked off the 
showcase with a warm 
welcome and introduction. 
Once Cardenas exited the 
stage, the action began. 

JHU Breakers opened 
the showcase with a single 
performance emphasizing 
a: historical storyline. Their 
dance explained the origins 
of breaking as beginning 
in the garages of New York 
before later distinguishing 
itself in the streets. The crew 
described break dancing as 
deriving inspiration from 
all genres, notably Brazilian 
and ballet, and they men- 
tioned a number of interna- 
tional Breakdancing com- 
petitions. The JHU Breakers 
made it clear that their art 


is University of Maryland 
at College Parks’ SLAM 
equivalent. The group in- 
corporates small-group 
numbers with the entire 
crew of 30 dancers flowing 
in and out of different songs 


up and down the aisles 
of seats, mumbling inco- 
herently to the attendees, 
shaking his head and ges- 
turing toward the stage. 
This immediately  indi- 
cates that there is some- 
thing wrong in the up- 
coming tale, leaving the 


audience wanting more 
information. 
Once the lights go 


down, it is showtime, and 
Llyod is seated in the back 
row watching his actors 


| rehearse Nothing On the 


and styles. DyNaMic was | 


born in 2004 and strives to 
breed professional dancers. 

The crowd enjoyed Dy- 
NaMic’s comedic elements, 
such as the Backstreet Boys, 
‘90s pop snippet and their 
“My D**k in a Box” stint. In 
contrast to the sillier, more 
immature and playful male 
elements, the group also 
channeled an alpha-female 
mentality with one segment 
featuring the female danc- 
ers flaunting curves, sexily 
tousled hair and extremely 
tall red stilettos to contrast 
their black leather pants. 


Beyoncé clearly influenced | 
DyNaMic’s section of fierce | 
| glar. The actors’ mutual 


divas. 
An exciting debut took 
SEE SLAM, pace B4 


day before opening night. 
One character, Mrs. Clack- 
ett, who is played by the 
fictional Dotty (Kathleen 
Lewis) can never seem to 
get her scene right. Run- 
ning around in a velour 
tracksuit and slippers, Mrs. 
Clackett never knows when 
to hang up the telephone 
receiver or whether or not 
to take a plate of sardines 
with her when she exits the 
stage. Her scatterbrained 
nature as an actress is hi- 
larious to the audience but 
perpetually frustrating to 
the panic-stricken Lloyd. 
The other actors in Noth- 
ing On have no idea of 
what is going on either. For 
instance, Brooke (Haley 
Veldt), who plays Vicki, 
is clueless, as is Selsdon 
(Zachary King), who plays 
a not-very-effective bur- 


panic swells, as the reality 
of opening night looms, 


JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY BARNsTORMERS 


SWIRNOW THEATER 
MATTIN CENTER 


A COMEDY 
MICHAEL FRAYR 


$ 5 W/ HOPKINS ID 


$ 10 GENERAL ADMISSION 
WWW.THEJHUBARNSTORMERS.ORG 
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COURTESY OF BARNSTORMERS 


The Barnstormers’ Voises Off is a rip-roaring spectacle that portrays a dysfunctional theater company. 


and no one has a clue of 
what they are supposed to 
do. 

As if the actors of Noth- 
ing On were not enough of 
a cause of panic for Lloyd, 
so are the technical prob- 
lems steadily mounting. 
Where at one point, doors 
refuse to close, at other 
points, handles are break- 
ing off the doors! Tim (Eric 
Lorentz), the handyman, 
turns out not to be so very 
handy, and the intern, 
Poppy (Rebecca Van Voor- 
hees), is so stressed out 
that she barely registers 
any directions thrown at 
her. 

Underscoring the clue- 
lessness of all people in- 
volved in the _ fictional 
play, everyone is running 
around, shouting, shrieking 
and slamming doors. The 
pure insanity that comes 
to a head coaxes huge roars 
of laughter from the audi- 
ence, some crouched in 
their seats crying due to 
the overwhelming comedy 
of the sceneThe second act 
does not bode much bet- 


_ ter for the Nothing On cast 


and crew on opening night. 
The same chaos in the first 
act plagues the second one. 


Gravity impresses despite noted drawbacks 


t is a personal phi- 
losophy of mine that 
films exist for the 
purpose of enter- 
tainment above all 
else. They are meant to 
present engaging stories 
and characters through a 
isual means. While they 
|e serve some ambigu- 
dus “greater” purpose 
+ be it education, art, en- 
lrghtenment, what have 
you — films themselves 
are meant to be entertain- 
ihg. Consequently, they 
don’t necessarily have to 
make perfect sense. Flaws 
in realism, storytelling, 
acting and the like are 
only detriments 
to the film when 
they fundamen- 
tally detract from 
the ability of the 
film to tell an in- 
teresting story. In 
this respect, I feel 
like many people 
are missing the 
point of Gravity. 
It’s not often 
that I’m forced to 
‘criticize a film’s 
reception more 
than the film it 
self, but in the 
case of Gravity, 
something sim- 
ply has to be said. 
Many critics of 
the film seem 
to be under the 
impression — that 
Gravity is a sci- 
entific documen- 
tary; sadly, no matter how 
much they may like for 
it to be, this just isn’t the 
case. The film, fundamen- 


tally, is a character drama, 
with elements of a surviv- 


the film so based in real- 
ism, it was only a matter of 


al horror time before 
mixed in. the nitpick- 
Much of ers set in. 
the film’s GRAVITY And, to no 
entertain- one’s great 
mine niet, surprise, 
therefore, Gravity has 
stems || Starring: Sandra Bull- |} dt@wn crit 
from the ock, George Clooney icism from 
charac- }! Director: Alfonso general 
ter’s per- |] Gyaron ~ audiences 
so nal || Run Time: 90 min. ae ee 
growth, Rating: PG-13 tists alike 
thi fester for its “sci- 
struggles entific inac- 
and how curacies.” 
they emotionally cope Such criticisms claim that 


with horrible situations. 


However, the film made 


one critical error: It set it- 


self in space on actually 
existing structures. With 


specific events in the film 


COURTESY OF MAKINTOSH VIA FANPOP.COM 
Underestimated and misunderstood, Gravity is a gripping part drama and part action film. 


are impossible according 
to both physical laws and 


the placement of certain good amount of itself in 
locations in space. 


To these critics, I pose 
this question: Why does it 
matter? 

Gravity tells the story 
of Dr. Ryan Stone (Sandra 
Bullock), who serves her 
first mission on the Space 
Shuttle Explorer accom- 
panied by veteran pilat 


Matt Kowalski (George | 


Clooney) and a crew of 
other astronauts; as these 
“other astronauts” have 
the misfortune of not be- 
ing specifically named 
in this review, their sto- 
ry clearly doesn’t end 
well. While servicing the 
Hubble Space Telescope, 
a field of debris from a 
Russian Missile 
strike bombards 
their ship, leav- 
ing it defunct, 
and most of the 
crew dead. The 
survivors: Stone 
and Kowalski. 
Their ship unser- 
viceable, commu- 
nications gone 
and their crew 
dead, the two 
must carefully 
navigate space in 
order to return 
home; simultane- 
ously, a dooms- 
day clock looms: 
The debris will 
soon complete an 
orbit of the Earth. 
If it circles back 
and hits them 
again, they will 
surely die. 

Now, the film, by its 
nature, has to invest a 


See GRAVITY, pace B5 


Dotty seems to be sick while 
Freddie (Daniel Weissglass) 
is crying and getting end- 
less nosebleeds, unable to 
play his character of Phillip. 
Selsdon even steals some 
alcohol backstage! It is es- 
pecially hilarious when Tim 
and Poppy fail to commu- 
nicate and make the same 
loud speaker announce- 
ments to the audience with- 
in seconds of each other. 
The insanity does not stop 
there. Once the curtain goes 
up, all hell breaks loose, and 
the final product of Noth- 
ing On is nothing short of 
train wreck. The second act 


is viewed from the perspec- 
tive of backstage, or rather 
the opposite side of the set 
from the first act. The audi- 
ence sees the cast and crew 
nearly sprinting all over 
backstage, across the floor, 
up and down stairs and 
in and out of barely func- 
tioning doorways. What 
makes this series of scenes 
painfully hilarious is the 
rapid-fire communication 
conducted with no audible 
speech. In a desperate de- 
sire to preserve the few re- 
maining relics of dignity 
the play has left, the actors 
See BARNSTORMERS, pace B4 


An inside look.at popular. 
and legal streaming sites 


By KARA MCDONOUGH 
For The News-Letter 


Sure, we’ve all heard 
of iTunes, Spotify and 
Pandora Radio. But what 
about the hundreds of oth- 


| er music streaming web- 
| sites that are out there? 


Are they worth a shot? 
This review gives the in- 
sider scoop on these web- 
sites, (most of which are 


| also iPhone apps) so that 
| you can find a website that 
| best suits your music lis- 
| tening needs. 


8Tracks: 

8tracks revolves around 
the idea of the handcrafted 
playlist. Each mix must 
contain at least eight songs, 
and you can choose which 
songs you want based on 
searching for a tag, user 
or artist. One can also find 
songs by choosing three 
key words, for example, 
“happy” “chill” and 
“study”. The playlists are 
constantly being updated 
by users and features a va- 
riety of genres and mixes. 
If you are looking to find 
something new, you'll defi- 
nitely be able to find it. The 
only downside is that you 
can’t create your own mix 


on the website; you have to 
do it yourself on your own 
music. Best for: study mu- 
sic. 


DatPiff: 

DatPiff calls itself “the 
authority in free mix- 
tapes,” and it really does 
have a massive mixtape 
collection. Through Dat- 
Piff, you can view videos, 
news, and favorite, rate or 
comment on the mp3 and 
video files. The mixtapes, 
which feature both main- 
stream and underground 
music, can be streamed 
and downloaded for free. 
Be careful not to register 
through the app, though: 
the service has been criti- 
cized for trying to charge 
a $20 fee. Best for: night on 
the town. — 


Grooveshark: 

Grooveshark is part 
streaming music service, 
part peer-to-peer social 
network. The audio is high 
quality, and you can even 
rewind the tracks, which 
makes Grooveshark one of 
the most unique streaming 
music services that is avail- 
able today. The ability to 
create your own playlists is 

See STREAMING, PAGE B4 


COURTESY OF AUBREY ALMANZA 
With so many streaming options, it is crucial to know which are safe. 
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Chronicles of Sound includes an epic musical journey Barnstormers Serve? 


By SHARI ROSEN 
For The Vews-L (ter 

Chronicles of Sound 
brings its audience along 
on a sci-fi journey into the 
world of Amaris. 

If you love sci-fi ad- 
venture stories, dramatic 
battles, video game music, 
graphic nov- 
els or im- 
provisation, 
this band is 
for you. 

Chron- 
icles of 
SO mnide s 
newest  al- 
bum Day- 
side employs 
unique mu- 
sicality and 
an artistic 
graphic 
novel to tell 
the story of 


the _ resis- Close to 
tant citizens Gforo-d 
of _Nimbo, Commu- 
who must nity and 
harness Haggard | 
the power Lee, will be 
of Sound performing | 
in order to at The Cir- 
save _ their cuit, a new 
planet. As 21+ venue 
depicted in located 
the graphic in Essex 
novel, pro- (104 Back 
tagonists River Neck 
Solan, Logi Road). The 
and Ard- show will 
hana must take place 
lead the from 9 p.m. | 
revolution to 2) “asm: | 
against the and 
dictator CHRONICLESOFSOUND.COM $7 for Hop- 
Lord Dreck- JZayside by Chronicles of Sound is a unique album that fuses fantastical and realistic elements into one. kins 

in, who has dents. So | 


stopped the 

world’s rotation and now 
reigns from the twilight 
realm of The Verge. 

Lord Dreckin imple- 
ments his rule through 
his violent, hot-tempered 
servant Lysander, who 
murders all those who re- 
sist the dictator’s orders. 
Throughout the course of 
the graphic novel, the pro- 
tagonists learn that they 
must create communal, 
improvisational music in 
order to tap into the Sound, 
which is their last chance 
to stand up to Dreckin’s 
tyranny. 

This is where the band 
comes in. 

Chronicles of Sound’s 
music provides a 
soundtrack for the graphic 
novel and produces the 


communal music needed 
to fight the dictatorship, 
as exemplified in the song 
“Sounds in the Tunnels of 
Nimbo.” However, the mu- 
sic also plays a crucial role 
in the development of the 
graphic novel's plot. 

Songs such as “General 
Lysander” use heavy drum 


beats and slow electric gui- 
tar chords to heighten the 
drama of the scene in the 
graphic novel when Ly- 
sander forcefully expresses 
how the citizens of Nimbo 
need not fear as long as 
they obey his every com- 
mand. 

The album immedi- 
ately forces the listener 
to recall scenes from 
the graphic novel and to 
imagine how the music 
could be used to enhance 
the novel’s urgency and 
intensity. 

However, the music is 
just as powerful on its own. 

During performances, 
the band members dress 
up as characters from the 
graphic novel and retell the 
story through their music. 


Music streaming sites 
maintain unique identities 


STREAMING, From B3 
Last.fm: 

Last.fm’s claim to fame 
is that it is the world’s larg- 
est online music catalogue. 
Last.fm is essentially a free 
Internet radio, with vid- 
eos, photos, local event 
times and all the informa- 
tion about music that you’d 
ever want to know. The 
service also offers social 
networking features. Last. 
fm features a music rec- 
ommender system called 
“Audioscrobbler,” which 
is used to build profiles 
of listeners based on their 
musical tastes; basically, 
it records the details from 
every track that is listened 
to. While the service seems 
great at first, the recom- 
mendations are based only 
on user input — not back- 
end data — so users really 
only get out what they put 
in. Best for: die-hard music 
fans. 


Songza: Ss 
Songza calls itself “a 
free music streaming and 


‘recommendation — service 


for Internet users in North 
America.” Songza differs 
from other music stream- 
ing websites in that it 
promotes music curated 


by experts, and the music _ 


ses music . 


be sgt ata fe 
based on the time of day. 
The recommendation en- 


this music streaming ser- 


_ vice, but social features 


are offered. At this point, 
Songza does not give on- 
demand tracks or albums, 
which many see as a nega- 
tive aspect. However, this 
free startup service spe- 
cializes in community- 
based playlists, so it is 
easy to benefit from the 
tastes of others. Best for: 
playlist fanatics. 


Soundcloud: 

Soundcloud is an audio 
platform that is known 
for the speed at which 
new and updated music 
are featured. Uploading, 
recording and _ promot- 
ing music is painless for 
artists, and tracks can 
be shared with the pub- 
lic or kept private. More 
recently, Soundcloud up- 
dated its interface so that 
a track can be played 
continuously while the 
site is navigated, and the 
wavelength of each song 
is now shown on the play 
bar. Users love Soundcloud 
because they can easily 
discover and listen to as- 
piring new artists. Also, it 
is easy for casual users to 
receive tunes from their 
friends .and download 
any files they want. Best 
for: music discovery. _ 


Use these descriptions 
to explore the streaming 
site that best fits your mu- 
sical needs, and enjoy the 


work of your favorite art- 


ists for free! 


The band also incorpo- 
rates the music of popu- 
lar video games into its 


sets, such as theme songs 
from Sonic The Hedgehog, 
X-Men, Final Fantasy, Game 
of Thrones and Mega Man. 
In this manner, the band 
cleverly inserts itself into 
the conversation regarding 


the growing popularity of 
video game and sci-fi mu- 
sic. 

The band consists of 


Adam Nash (keyboard, 
vocals), Dave Rosen (bass, 
vocals), Yoomi Kwon 
(cello), Jeffrey Scott (gui- 
tar, vocals) and Salvatore 
Galati (drums). The group 
members write all of their 
own song lyrics and com- 
pose the rock composi- 
tions scattered throughout 
the album, 
choosing to 
focus on the 
emotions 
instilled in 
the listener 
by the in- 
strumen- 
tal music, 
rather than 
relying on 
lyrics to tell 
the story. 
Chron- 
icles of 
S¥O WT Gey 
along with 


take a break 


from studying and im- | i 


merse yourself in a world 
of adventure, sci-fi and 
music. 


up stellar 


BARNSTORMERS, FROM B3 
Aside from the immense 
talent of all the actors in 
Noises Off, the most inter- 
esting element was the set. 
Publicity Manager Grace 
Mumby explained that 
making it was no simple 
feat. 

“The two level, 
ing set is one of the most 
challenging technical en- 
deavors the Barnstormers 
have attempted since the 
group’s inception in 1919,” 
Mumby said. 

E416: Snot 


rotat- 


surprising 


| that the set was a compli- 


cated project to complete. 
Perched on top of wheels, 
its more polished front side 
faced the audience during 
the first act, while the raw 
backside portraying back- 
stage faced the audience 
for the remainder of the 
production. It must have 
required a lot of manpower 


_ not only to construct such a 


costs | § 


stu- | B 


| Noises Off is the perfect comedic re 


comedy : 


detailed, realistic and coms 
plex set but also to literallys 
flip it over in one piece. / 
Overall, as demonstrats; 
ed by the endless laughter!} 
the audience received the? 
play extremely well. t 
“T laughed so hard Jp 
cried. Really. And multiplei 
times, too,” junior Sophiai 
Geron-Neubauer said. j 
Mumby explained that! 
the Barnstormers worked? 
very hard over the last fews 
months to put together a tru‘ 
ly unforgettable comedy that! 
would be appreciated by thei 
entire Hopkins student body; 
“The all-student  casty! 
crew and professional direc}! 
tor have created a hilarious) 
theatrical experience not to 
be missed,” Mumby said. // 
Noises Off is playing next, 
on Nov. 8 and Nov. 9 at 8 p.mi! 
and Nov. 10 at 3 p.m. Visit! 
http://www.thejhubarnstorm- 
ers.org/reserve-tickets.html to’ 
reserve tickets in advance. 


THEJHUBARNSTORMERS.ORG! 


ward after a long week of schooli: 
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Patrice Wilson fails to cast a spell on web audience 


By RACHEL WITKIN 
Staff Writer 


I don’t know about you 
all, but I’ve spent an entire 
month questioning why 
on Earth Alison Gold was 
so obsessed with fake Chi- 
nese food. Now, Patrice 
Wilson has finally blessed 
us with an answer: Alli- 
son Gold’s new prequel 
to “Chinese Food” called 
“ABCDEFG.” Yes, she did 
go clubbing before she 
ate that Chinese food. She 
actually had a legitimate 
reason for kicking over 
that trash can because she 
had to trick a guy into fall- 
ing in love with her before 
accidentally eating him. 
Plus some weird puppe- 
teer convinced her to get 
into a truck. Clearly Gold 
has some issues to work 
out. So that pretty much 
validates the entirety of 
“Chinese Food,” even the 
parts where Gold gets 
high off chow-moo-moo- 
moo-moo mein and hangs 
out with a pedophile pan- 
dain a park. 

If you have no idea 
what I’m talking about, 
that’s probably a good 
thing. Run for your life, 


_and don’t get sucked into 


this Patrice Wilson cave 
of crazy. Wilson was the 


Alison Gold's sophomore video, “ABCDEFG,” is no 


mastermind behind “Fri- 
day,” and his videos have 
gotten progressively worse 
since then. These videos 
wouldn’t even be worth 
writing about if it wasn’t so 
disturbing that this is what 
Patrice Wilson does with 
his time, while parents like 
Alison Gold’s think that 
their kids are going to be- 
come famous, even if the 
videos have all been about 
Wilson’s weird, creepy fan- 
tasies. 

At least people univer- 
sally like to sing about 
Friday. People might ap- 
preciate a song about 
Thanksgiving or even Chi- 
nese food if Wilson had 
done it in a non-offensive 
and less ridiculous way. 
But this song is literally 
about singing the alpha- 
bet. And tween-age heart- 
break, I suppose, if one can 
get past the recitation of 
the alphabet. 

“ABCDEFG” starts _ off 
with Patrice Wilson loom- 
ing over a bunch of mini 
houses, before finally de- 
ciding to perch in Alison 
Gold’s window, smiling 
creepily. She is holding a 
pillow shaped like an A. 
This could make sense, be- 
cause her name does start 
with an A. But no, that’s 


4 


4 


stands for “anything you 
want to be” and that “B 
comes when you believe.” 
It is unclear why she wants 
the letters to come to her, 
but okay. 

She moves to the liv- 
ing room while spewing a 
bunch of nonsense about 
impressing the best and 
fitting the rest or what- 
ever rhymes. There’s a kid 
in her house. whom she’s 
obsessed with but doesn’t 
like her back, except why 
is he in her house if he 
doesn’t even know who 
she is? And where are her 
parents? Now there’s a 
pain in her chest and she’s 
acting like this is on a TS- 
wift heartbreak level. 

She has a lot of feel- 
ings and can’t express 
them with actual words, 
because that takes too 
much thought. Well, let- 
ters make up words so 
they should have the 
same effect on the listener, 
right? She tells us, “This 
feeling is like ABCDEFG/ 
HIJKLMNOP.” Okay. That 
sounds right. When she 
actually uses words they 
make zero sense (“They 
got me thinking I will be, 


_ always will be free”), like 


less ridiculous than 


the rest of the song, so she 
probably would have been 
safer just finishing up the 
alphabet. 
At least 
she can't 
mess that 
up. 
Wilson 
can’t han- 
dle all of 
this emo- 
tion, so he 
nudges her 
house un- 
til she gets 
up and 
opens the 
door. Voi- 
la, there’s 
a creepy 
neon van 


ing her to 
get in. Ob- 
viously the 
right deci- 


DESIGNFIX.COM to get into” 
its predecessor. the van, 


~ et as MR i a ge ee a 


er a bunch of words th 


there and- 
a sign tell- | 


sion here is | 


because that’s where the 
party’s at. Nothing could 
possibly go wrong in this’ 
situation. ac 
The second verse isi 
slightly better, since other2 
tweens out there might re+' 
late to the lyrics. Gold sings! 
about feeling “so many! 
mixed emotions and needs! 
ing someone to help her 
deal with them. That's fine.- 
But what Wilson does to 
help is not fine. He insert 
a mini Cupid into the min 
iature world to shoot an ark. 
row at this poor kid whom 
everyone is harassing, and 
instead misses and hits a 
car. Hilarious. Iq 
And then Gold gets dis#! 
tracted by those feelings: 
because she’s at the party/l 
which is in a building with! 
flashing letters of solfegej! 
“Do-re-mi-fa-so-la-ti-do,*? 
and she must sing that to] 
us. Except she doesn’t ever) © 
sing the solfege correctly 
And sol is spelled “so,” 
because Wilson probably! 
doesn’t even know what? 
solfege is. i 
At the party, Gold’s! 
crush is ignoring her, sol 
she’s just going to drink- 
some punch. We've allx 
done it. Except Wilso 
thinks that the best solu 4 
tion in this case is to roofi 


sketchy potions hidde 
in his cabinet. He mean 


where he strings toget 


thyme. Oh yeah, and he’ 
disguised as a 
The Cupid finally hits th 


kid with the arrow, ante 


~ bam, he’s in love. Exce 


up by accidentally putty . 


Wilson screws everything: 
* 


why: hir 
food: because she actually 
wants to date it. That clears 
everythingup. 
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GRAVITY, rrom B3 

the astronauts’ journey 
back to Earth can only be 
realized through the ma- 
mipulation of physical laws 
and their outer-space oe: 
vironment. Admittedly, 
much of what occurs in 
the film is impossible; the 
film features the charac- 
ters traveling to various 
Spacecraft and structures 
in orbit around the Earth, 
including multiple space 
stations. And, also admit- 
tedly, these structures are 
so far apart from each oth- 
er and at such drastically 
different orbital elevations, 
that achieving such a feat 
in real life would be utterly 
impossible. Such impossi- 
bilities are but a fraction of 
the criticism this film has 
drawn. 

And again I question: 
Why does it matter? How 
does the impossibility of 
the character’s actions de- 
tract from the film? 

- Personally, I don’t feel 
that these inconsistencies 
matter much because, at 
its core, this film is not 
about the science. It isn’t 
a guide on how to survive 
being stranded in space, 
and it certainly isn’t an 
in-depth look at how sci- 
ence allows astronauts to 
navigate space. It’s about 
the characters and their 
emotional growth. It’s 
about how tragedy and 
hopelessness eat away at 
people following  trau- 
matic occurrences. It’s 
about how people manage 
to rise in the face of hor- 
rible tragedy. Specifically 
how the characters work 
their way through their 
predicament isn’t particu- 
larly important; rather, 
the film places much more 
emphasis based on how 
the journey affects them 
rather than the journey 
Ved he ; 

Also, the film features 
George Clooney as a vet- 
eran astronaut. Science is 
clearly in the backseat. 
| Speaking of George 
Clooney, both his and 
Sandra Bullock’s perfor- 
mances in this film are 
stunning. In a film featur- 
ing, for the most part, only 
two characters, the chem- 
istry between the pair has 
to be extremely strong if 


i 


THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LETTER 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Gravity merits reputation as a must-see film Bruce Springsteen 


Although George Clooney and Sandra Bullock star in Gravity, their very presence is said to be distracting. | 


the characters are going 
to sustain the film. Fortu- 
nately, Gravity does this 
quite well; the characters 
have very distinct per- 
sonalities, which manage 
to complement each other 
perfectly. When they talk 
to each other, their char- 
acters feel like 
real _ people. 
As their dis- 
cussions peel 
back the lay- 
ers of their 


respective rp 


characters, 
both — charac- 
ters prove to 
be some of 
the most well 
put-together 
and multidi- 
mensional in 
recent cinema. 

In terms of 
imagery and 
cinematography, the film 
is. absolutely astounding. 
The film was clearly made 
to be seen in IMAX, and it 
shows. The steady camera 
and panoramic shots of 
space really manage to cap- 
ture both the beauty of the 
environments but also the 
vastness and emptiness of 
the location. In a survival 
drama like this, one of the 
most important feelings 
to elicit is that of being ut- 
terly alone; by being alone, 


Flashframe 
Film Reviews 


the characters must rely on 
themselves, as there is no 
one and nothing to save 
them, making the drama 
all the more poignant and 
the stakes of every action 
so much higher. Gravity 
captures this emotion in 
spades; each breathtak- 
ingly _ beauti- 
ful shot, from 
the emptiness 
of space to the 
glowing Earth 
before them, 
will keep au- 
diences en- 
trenched in 
the film’s calm, 
yet desperate 
atmosphere 
throughout 
the entirety of 


¥ 


— the film. 
The film 
Freborg does, though, 
have a_ few 


problems, even disregard- 
ing scientific inaccuracies. 
At only about 90 minutes 
long, it’s pretty short for a 
movie — at least by mod- 
ern standards. The short- 
ness itself isn’t a problem 
as, in terms of storytelling, 
the film is exactly as long 
as it needs to be; howev- 
er, if you want to see the 
film in IMAX 3D, as I did, 
the high price point may 
drive you to spend your 
money on a longer experi- 


| 
ence. Additionally, as good | 
as the chemistry between 
the characters is, it doesn’t | 
change the fact that they | 
are played by Sandra Bull- 
ock and George Clooney. 
That’s the biggest risk of | 
running the film with such | 
seasoned actors. As excel- | 
lent as his performance is, I | 
look at Clooney’s character, | 
and all I can see is George 
Clooney. It’s a similar phe- 
nomenon which happens | 
to many well-known ac- | 
tors; Schwarzenegger is 
always Schwarzenegger, | 
no matter his role, and the | 
same is true for both Cloo- | 
ney and Bullock. However, 
while this phenomenon | 
does draw one out of the 
film somewhat, the actors’ 
chemistry and the dramatic 
writing in the film more 
than make up for it. 
In all, so long as one goes 
into the film with an open 
mind, Gravity is a dramatic, 


emotional movie that will | 


keep audiences hooked 


through its last scene. De- | 


spite some scientific inac- 


curacies, the film manages | 


to succeed on the level that 
a film should: It entertains. 


While Gravity may not pass | 


as a science textbook, it defi- 
nitely passes as a must-see 
film. 


Overall Rating: 4/5 


Hip-Hop showcase benefits local non-profit 


f SLAM, FROM B3 
place once the sassy ladies 
left the spotlight. Funk Jus- 
tice, comprised of Lockin 
Robin, Wu Styles and Ser 
Lock, aired its “season pre-. 
mier” at the SLAM Show- 
case. Interestingly, the three 


performers introduced 
themselves as dancing su- 
perheroes. 


* With funk at an all time 
low, the trio responds to the 
call in this hour of need. 
They join forces “to become 
the city’s beacon of hope, 
letting evil-doers know they 
stand for Funk Justice.” 


v 


Funk Justice, with only 
three friends in stark con- 
trast to DyNaMic’s crowded 
team, was the highlight of 
the event. They incorpo- 
rated an impeccable balance 
of humor, compelling nar- 
rative and raw talent. The 
audience would welcome 
— even encourage them 
— to return to Hopkins for 
future showcases. Their 
debut could not have gone 
smoother. 

Hopkins’ very own 
dance group, the Eclectics, 
followed the entertaining 
supermen. Eclectics was 


LEON SANTHAKUMAR/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
DyNaMic put on a very impressive performance at SLAM's sixth annual hip-hop showcase for charity. 


founded in 2004 and is 
known for not holding audi- 
tions. They welcome all cul- 
tures and experience levels, 
and require only a dedica- 
tion to and love of hip-hop. 
Eclectics was another very 
large group, which often 
overwhelmed the stage 
and detracted from per- 
formances. The highlights 
of the group’s set were the 
moments that smaller, more 
specialized group members 
broke away from the whole. 

Some crowd members 
noticed the Eclectic’s open 
bum fixation. The backside 


focus lasted from start to fin- 
ish, working through songs 
like Fergie’s “My Humps,” 
Major Lazer’s “Bubble Butt” 
and Finatticz’s “Don’t Drop 
that Thun Thun Thun.” 
They came, they twerked, 
they conquered. 

After Crewcial featured 
The Pussy Cat Dolls’ “But- 
tons” and Kaution Dance 
Kru from D.C. made their 
mark, SLAM took the stage. 

SLAM delivered their 
performance “The Rob- 
bery.” The narrative incor- 
porated ski masks, fake 
guns and a depicted shoot- 
out, to the sounds 
of MILA’s “Paper 
Planes.” The perfor- 
mance was as techni- 
cally skillful as it was 
traumatizing. 

Major Definition, 
Upperclass Men, Mo- 
saic, KickRocks Crew, 
Urbanknowlogy 101 
and others followed 
in the second half 
of SLAM’s Hip-Hop 
showcase. 

Though the cho- 
reography, —inspira- 
tion and deliveries 
fell on all parts of the 
spectrum and varied 
without fail, the com- 
mon ground was the 
goal of benefiting lo- 
cal dance projects. 
Thanks to SLAM's 
successful planning, 
the Baltimore Dance 
Crews Project will of- 
fer free dance lessons 
to the children of Bal- 
timore and continue 
to encourage the per- 
formance art of hip- 
hop dance. 


niscence 
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sings ol working poor 


By ALLI GRECO 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 


[he title track of Bruce 
Springsteen’s Darkness on 
the Edge of Town (1978) is 
a mellow yet tragic remi- 
told from the 
point of view of a socially 
marginalized narrator. 

Underscored by the in- 
strumentation, the song’s 
lyrics are haunting be- 
cause they lay out the 
simple story of aman who 
once lost everything and 
now has nothing to lose. 

The musical arrange- 
ment of “Darkness on the 
Edge of Town” is interest- 
ing because it is not in a 
minor key, nor is it inher- 
ently “dark sounding,” as 
that of its peers. Rather, it 
has a slow and steady can- 
tor. 

Its mellowness is re- 
laxing and somewhat 
hypnotic and never en- 
tirely changes through- 


| out the duration of the 
| song. Though the tempo 


picks up a bit during 
the chorus and dynam- 
ics swell, the beat always 
gravitates back toward 
the steady one of the oth- 


er lyrics. 
This instrumental pat- 
tern complements the 


lyrics well beneath what 
the listener hears on the 
surface. Dig down deeper, 
and one will find a sad 
reflection of a man’s pre- 


| determined place on the 


between their hard lives 
as workers and the pre- 
sumably easier lives of 


those on the inside who 
have nicer things. 

“Now’'I hear she’s got 
a house up in Fairview, / 
And a style she’s trying 
to maintain,” the narrator 
says of his ex-wife. 

‘He knows that there’s a 
better side to life, but it all 
boils down to who is born 
and rich and who is born 
poor. 

In other words, people 
such as him are relegated 
to the edge of town — the 
poorer, darker side of 
town — as opposed those 
who are born into more 
privilege. 

It is not a fair system, 
but it seems as if that is 
just the way it is. No one 
cares about those on the 
societal periphery. 

They just fade into 
oblivion and are eventu- 
ally left with nothing. 
They not only lose tan- 
gible things such as good 
wages to live on and fam- 
ily, but also themselves. 

“Everybody’s got a se- 
cret, Sonny,/Something 
that they just can’t face./ 
Some folks spend their 
whole lives trying to keep 
it./They carry it with 
them every step that they 
take.” 

There is something 
about this marginalized 
corner of the world that 
inhibits a person from ex- 


COURTESY OF JONAPELLO23 VIA FANPOP 
The Boss's 1970s song tells of an outsider very down on his luck. 


“edge of town,” a place 
that he is born into, elimi- 
nating free agency. He de- 
scribes his life as empty 
and himself as an empty 
shell within it. 

“T lost my money and 
I lost my wife,/Them 
things don’t seem to mat- 
ter much to me now,” he 
claims. 

Without wages to live 
on a loved one to support 
him, his life seemingly 
has no purpose. 

However, it is hard to 
believe that he does not 
care much about his wife 
anymore, for at the be- 
ginning of the song, he 
nearly laments losing, or 
perhaps divorcing, her, as 
the case seems. 

This song seems very 
personal to the narrator, 
but, in reality, it is most 
likely very common to all 
laborers who feel down on 
their luck and are strug- 
gling to find the meaning 
of life. 

The universality of this 
music to workingmen and 
women is why The Boss’s 
song is so relatable. 

On the edge of town, 
the narrator says, it feels a 
lot as if most of the time, 
people are on the outside 
looking in. They feel an 
invisible, glass wall up 


pressing himself freely. 

Since no one is there to 
listen and be there for. its 
inhabitants, they just bot- 
tle up their feelings and 
feel their overall value re- 
duced to nothing. 

It is a truly tragic exis- 
tence for the narrator be- 
cause he is no longer liv- 
ing in a symbolic sense. 
He has lost everything 
of value to him, and his 
quality of life so much 
less than what it used to 
be. 

Sympathy, empathy 
and any kind of emotion 
are eliminated, and the 
burning desire of break- 
ing through to the prom- 
ised land or the bright 
and shining part of town 
is never possible. 

Many people are raised 
with the notion that ev- 
eryone can make it if they 
try, but as Springsteen 
suggests, some are ca- 
pable of having and cher- 
ishing it, whlie others are 
not. Perhaps the Ameri- 
can dream really is not 
possible for people con- 
demned to the darkness 
on the edge of town and 
are forever stuck observ- 
ing from afar those who 
will always have more 
than they will every have 
in their lifetime. 
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Lexus car uses art to show 


By KELLY CARTY 
For Zhe News-Letter 


What 1S art? 
Said*-it. is “a 


Tolstoy 
means of 
men. Fell- 
ini thought it was auto- 
biography. Oscar Wilde 
defined it as the most in- 
tense mode of individual- 
ism the world has seen. 
Lexus, trying its hand 
at aesthetic philosophy, 
thinks art is motion. 

In a promo for the Lex- 
us IS 300h hybrid, that 
very philosophy flashes 
across the screen as art 
collector Walter Vanhae- 
rent takes the wheel. In- 
formation about his rpm, 
speed and hybridity is 
sent to an on-board com- 
puter and then converted 
it into an image of Van- 
haerent. 

If he uses the hybrid 
engine, his face is ren- 
dered in calming blues 
and greens. If the pe- 
troleum engine is used, 
strong, bold brushstrokes 
shroud his portrait in 
darker colors. The de- 
gree of abstraction is 
controlled by speed: The 


union among 


faster Vanhaerent drives, 
the more abstract his face 
becomes. 

The Lexus Art is Mo- 
tion project was made 
possible through collabo- 
ration between Lexus, a 
Belgium-based communi- 
cation agency, and a Barce- 
lonan multi-media artist. 


Happiness Brussels, the 


speed, rpm and hybridity 


communication agency, 
created the software that 
converts motion and en- 
gine data in artwork. The 
company says the Art is 
Motion project is an ex- 
ample of what it calls Pro- 
totype R&D, meaning it is 
implemented and_ tested 
through direct customer 


experience. 


The hope is 


that the software will be 


incorporated into Lexus’ 
car designs and then mar- 
keted for mainstream pro- 
duction. In the meantime, 
Walter Vanhaerent is the 
lucky customer to try out 
the prototype and serve 
as the face of Lexus as the 
project draws attention in 


Ser LEXUS, pace B8& 
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An algorithim alters the color scheme in the driver's portrait in response to changes in speed and power source. 


Live 3) microscopy reveals secrets of micro-world 


By MELANIE LEVINE 


Managing Editor 


Researchers at NIH 
have been tackling prob- 
lems in biological micros- 
copy with the development 
of two new microscopes: 
The new technologies will 
allow researchers to see 
fast moving organisms at 
higher resolutions and to 
capture three-dimensional 
images with minimal light 
damage to the cells. 

The first microscope 
addresses an issue that is 


familiar to even the casual 
photographer: how to take 
photos of moving objects 
that do not turn out blurry. 
Biologists study structures 
such as proteins and virus- 
es that move very quickly 
within and between cells. 
Photographing them in a 
live setting is extremely 
difficult, but it is crucial 
to . understanding - how 
the different parts of cells 
function in real time. 
Issues arise because 
there is always a give-and- 
take between how fast your 


NEUROLOGY.EMORY.EDU 
A confocal microscope sculpts a 3D image of living cells for research. 


camera is — how sensitive 
it is to motion — and how 
clear the picture is going to 
come out. With higher res- 
olutions, the motion blur 
becomes more noticeable. 

“Time resolution, spa- 
tial resolution and axial 
resolution have been pa- 
rameters that have im- 
posed constraints on light 
microscopy for decades,” J. 
Michael McCaffery, direc- 
tor of the Integrated Im- 
aging Center at Hopkins, 
said. 

“Different tools which 
have been developed to 
overcome these constraints 
have pertained to improv- 
ing camera technology or 
detector technology, mak- 
ing cameras that are faster 
and more sensitive.” Mc- 
Caffery said. 

The team from NIH’s 
National Institute of Bio- 
medical Imaging and Bio- 
engineering lab, headed by 
Hari Shroff and Andrew 
York, developed instant 
linear structured 


to tackle this conundrum 


iSIM technology takes 
real-time images of small, 
rapidly moving structures 
at very high resolutions, al- 
lowing them to record, for 
example, individual blood 
cells flowing in the vessels 
of a live zebrafish embryo. 


Bioethics Corner: Organ transplants 


By SAAD ANJUM 
Staff Writer 


According to the Organ 
Procurement and Trans- 
plantation Network, the 
agency that oversees the 


allocation of this scarce re- 
source in the United States, 
the number of waitlist 
candidates for organs was 


‘118,634 as of 2:47 p.m. on 


July 11. The top three or- 
gans on the list: kidneys, 


' opportunitiesand 


livers and hearts. 

Efforts to remedy the 
shortage of organs have 
approached the problem 


on numerous fronts: in- | 


creasing the supply of ca- 
daveric organs by switch- 
ing to an opt-out policy, 
increasing living donor 
trying 
to identify entirely new 
sources for transplant- 
able organs. On this third 
front, two recent reports 
highlight the promise (and 
perils) of using regenera- 
tive medicine as a strategy 
to grow organs and bypass 
the limits created by rely- 
ing on cadaveric and/or 
living donors. 

Researchers at the Texas 
Heart Institute in Houston, 
Texas are working on en- 
gineering completely new 
organs using induced plu- 
ripotent stem cells (iPS) — 
adult cells that are coaxed 
into regaining a more flex- 
ible state that appears to be 
similar to embryonic stem 
cells. With a complex ap- 


illumi- | 
nation microscopy (iSIM) | 
| Staff Writer 
of detector sensitivity. The | 


“Size is one of the main | § 


things 


copy,” 


limiting micros- 
Robert Horner, a 


biology professor here at | 


Homewood campus, said. 
You can’t see objects that 
are smaller in size than the 
wavelength of light used to 
observe them, so there will 
always be some threshold 
point where two structures 
are indistinguishable — ei- 
ther because they are too 
small in comparison to the 
light wavelength, or the 
camera’s resolution is in- 
sufficient. 

Shroff and his lab were 


able to produce such high | 


resolution images because 

rather than improving on 

the imaging software that 
See MICROSCOPY, pace B8 


(Idest galaxy 


By MELISSA STALEY 


Astronomers from the 


| University of California, 


Riverside, working in col- 
laboration with the Uni- 
versity of Texas at Austin, 
the National Optical As- 
tronomy Observatories, 
and other institutions na- 
tionwide have discovered 
what they believe to be the 
farthest known galaxy to 
date. 

First seen with the Hub- 
ble Space Telescope, the 
distant galaxy, designated 
as Z8-GND-5296, has been 
observed as it was just 700 


| million years after the big 


bang, an estimated 30 bil- 

lion light years away. 
Researchers working 

on the project discovered 


Avoid the ‘roid: juicing 
muscles lasts a lifetime 


By REGINA PALATINI 
Staff Writer 


The next time you're 
watching that baseball 
player hit a mammoth 


home run or that defensive 
lineman crushing the quar- 
terback or even that cyclist 
sprinting up an almost 
vertical hill well ahead of 
the competition, don’t only 
wonder if the athlete is on 
steroids but also wonder if 
he or she has ever been on 
steroids. 

A new paper recently 
published in The Journal of 
Physiology written by re- 
searchers from the Univer- 
sity of Oslo suggests that 
exposure to performing 
enhancing drugs (PEDs) 
may have a memory effect, 
ie, the drug may produce 
its intended effect long af- 
ter it is initially taken. This 
is in direct contrast to the 


| current thinking that PEDs 


lose their effects shortly af- 
ter administration. These 


| findings can have serious 


implications with regard to 


| drug testing policies. 


The World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) is the in- 
ternational organization 
that works independently 
to provide guidelines and 
guidance regarding doping 
and PEDs. They have found 
the work done at Oslo to be 
interesting enough to pro- 
vide them with a grant to 
study the effect in humans. 
Currently, the WADA code 
contains a maximum exclu- 
sion time of two years. 

The sports world is now 
riddled with accusations 
and innuendos regard- 
ing the use of PEDs by 
athletes. This has tainted 
the pure enjoyment of the 
sport as a venue for the 
highly dedicated and nat- 
urally talented athletes to 
practice their trade. Ath- 
letes are under scrutiny 
when their performance 
is beyond their routine 
norm. The recent perfor- 
mance of David Ortiz (aka 
“Big Papi”) of the Boston 
Red Sox in the 2013 World 
Series (.733 World Series 
batting 

See STEROIDS, pace B8& 
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| Muscle memory for performance drugs may change testing policies. 


provides big Bang insights 


the galaxy after search- 
ing through a database of 
nearly 100,000 galaxies im- 
aged by the Hubble Space 
Telescope as part of the 
CANDELS survey. Deep 
optical and infrared im- 
ages taken by this survey 
allowed astronomers to 
pinpoint several remote 
galaxies whose distances 
were then confirmed by 
MOSFIRE, a new high 
powered spectrometer 
commissioned in 2012. 
This extremely sensi- 
tive instrument, located 
at the Kerk observatory in 
Hawaii, is able to detect 
infrared light and allows 
researchers to measure a 
phenomenon known as 
“red shift” — the shifting 
of wavelength towards the 
infrared end of the light 


spectrum when objects 
move away from one an- 
other. Red shift is essen- 
tially the visual counter- 
part to the Doppler Effect. 
Because the velocity at 
which the object are mov- 
ing apart and distance 
they are from one another 
is proportional, red shift 
can be used to measure 
the distance of galaxies in 
relation to Earth. 

With the aid of MOS- 
FIRE, the team analyzed 
43 different galaxies using 
the Lyman alpha transi- 
tion of the element hydro- 
gen and the extent of red- 
shift displayed by each. Of 
these 43 galaxies, only Z8- 
GND-5296 displayed the 
Lyman alpha transition. It 
also exhibited a redshift 

Seer GALAXY, PAGE B8 
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The organ shortage is the impetus for the field of artifical tissue culturing. See BIOETHICS, pace B8 The Hubble Telescope offers stunning images of a galaxy believed to have formed 700 million years post Big Bang. 
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LEXUS, rrom B7 
social and other forms of- 
media. 

Sergio Albiac, the Bar- 


celonan artist who worked 
on the project, chose the 
style of brushstrokes, col- 


ors and degree of realism 


WWW.DESIGNBOOM.COM 


These 100% digitally created works of art are still attributed to the artist. 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


Luxury car merges fine art and technology 


that generate the images of 
Happiness Brussels’ soft- 
ware. The resulting image 
is an interpretation of a 
pre-loaded portrait of the 
driver. Thus Albiac sees 
the Art is Motion project 
as an artistic rendering 
of the interface between 
genetics and the environ- 
ment. 

Working with computer 
software isn’t new to Al- 
biac. His working process 
usually involves writing 
computer codes and then 
choosing the visual result 
that best fits his artistic 
goal. In this particular 
project, the data changes 
with each run and there- 
fore creates multiple re- 
sults. In fact, all the results 
are original works attrib- 
uted to the artist. Because 
of this, Albiac says it’s as if 
the Art is Motion project 
has given him technology 
as an artistic assistant. 


The assistant is so 


good that it is able to 
clone Albiac’s creative 
process, 

What does this visually 
collaboration 
art? Technol- 
ogy? Lexus? The latter is 


a bit simpler to answer, 


enchanting 


mean _ for 


as Lexus is auctioning off 
the modified car with bids 
Starting at 45,100 euros. 
But what about 
ogy and art? 

This artistically genera- 
tive software is blurring 
the lines between the two. 
The images created by 
this software describe the 
mechanics of motion. But 
wait, that’s exactly what 
mathematical equations 
do for successful physi- 
cists (and struggling phys- 
ics students) worldwide. 
So are equations of motion 
art? Are the brushstrokes 
and colors of Albiac sci- 
ence? Let’s classify them 
both as technological sur- 
realism. 


technol- 


New microscopes limits harmful effects to sample 


MICROSCOPY, From B7 
compiles hundreds of im- 
ages, they improved on 


the microscope itself. They’ 


built a microscope with 
better lenses and mirrors 
so that every image would 
be clear from the moment 
of capture. When computer 
software would be used 
after the fact to put the im- 
ages together into video, 
there would be no worry 
about blurred motion be- 
cause each individual im- 
age was taken at a high 
resolution. 

The second new micro- 
scope also takes images 
with improved clarity — 
but in 3D. One method 
used by light microscopes 
to image objects in 3D is 
to rotate the sample while 
taking photos at multiple 
angles. However, when 
a cell or biological com- 
pound is continuously ex- 
posed to a light source, as 
in the typical method, it 
can be damaged. 

An effect of this is seen 
when scientists “mark” a 
certain compound with a 
specific dye. “You can use 
a laser to excite the sample, 
but the laser will bleach 
the dye that you're using to 
track a compound,” Horn- 
er said. 

Another effect of light 
damage can be seen in the 
way ultraviolet light from 
the sun causes mutations 
in DNA molecules. 

Dual-view selective 
plane illumination micros- 
copy (diSPIM), developed 


by Shroff and Yicong Wu, 


reduces damage to cells 
by installing two cameras 
at perpendicular angles to 
each other to simultane- 
ously capture images of 
the cell. The sample is not 
rotated so light exposure 
is significantly minimized, 
but the two views at 90° an- 
gles are sufficient to create 
a 3D image of the sample. 

A major advantage of 
diSPIM is that a traditional 
single-camera microscope 
can be converted into the 
new dual-camera form 
with relatively minor mod- 
ifications. 

“One of the issues with 
camera technology is that 
you have to have the mi- 
croscope that will allow 
you to benefit from the in- 
creased detection capabili- 
ties of the camera,” McCaf- 
fery said. “The camera is 
nearly as expensive as the 
microscope, which didn’t 
use to be the case at all.” 

Microscope _ technolo- 
gies can be prohibitively 
expensive with the micro- 
scope and camera having 
separate costs each in the 
range of hundreds of thou- 
sands or even millions of 
dollars. 

“Tt will be worth the in- 
vestment for the kinds of 
things that biologists and 
biophysicists are looking 
to discover and to visual- 
ize,” McCaffery said. 

Despite the advent of 
new microscopy  tech- 
nologies, students and 
researchers alike will al- 
ways benefit from tradi- 
tional microscopes, Horn- 


er said. 

“If students can learn 
the limitations of the 
microscopes and_ learn 


what they’re seeing, then 
they’ll accomplish what 
we want them to do here 
as undergraduates.” 


WWW.BIOWEB.USU.EDU 


Scientists search for faster shutter speed and better resolution for studies. 
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The healthy success of David Ortiz has raised more than a few eyebrows. 


Are the Major Leagues 
plagued with PED use? 


STEROIDS, From B7 
diabetes and dementia. 
average versus .287 life- 


| time) brings questions to 


the surface — did Big Papi 
“naturally” step up to the 
Fall Classic limelight or, are 
there other circumstances 
that provide him with an 
increase of over two and a 
half times his overall aver- 
age? 

So, let’s return to the 
University of Oslo study. 
The researchers exposed 
mice to steroids for a short 
duration. This gave rise 
to an increase in muscle 
mass. Remarkably, three 


months after administra-. 


tion their muscles contin- 
ued to grow. 

Their study results indi- 
cate that a brief exposure to 
PEDs produces an increase 
in muscle mass, and this 
increase continues long af- 
ter the drug has been with- 


| drawn. Although their ex- 


periments were conducted 


| | with mice, they feel that 


their results may be appli- 


| cable to humans. 


The findings of the Oslo 


| team bring up an inter- 


| esting argument. Should 
| athletes proven to have 


illegally used PEDs at 
any time in their past be 
banned for life due to the 
fact that their effects are 
long lasting? This debate is 


| just in its infancy but will 


no doubt grow if similar 
findings are observed in 
human subjects. 

Currently under Ma- 
jor League Baseball (MLB) 
rules, players testing posi- 
tive for PEDs receive a 50 
game suspension for the 
first offense, 100 games for 
the second offense and a 
lifetime ban after a positive 
test for a third time. Mike 
Trout, the Los Angeles An- 
gels slugger, is very vocal 
about the punishment he 
feels is proper for PED us- 
ers. 
He thinks that they 
should be out for life and 
feels disheartened by the 
fact that he gives his best 
effort every day and then 
reads about the 12 players 
that tested positive dur- 
ing the 2013 season and 
received 50 game suspen- 
sions — many of whom 
he has played against. He 
feels good, however, that 
MLB caught them and that 
abusers are being actively 
pursued. 

The debate continues 
regarding PEDs, now fu- 
eled with new findings 
that add to the overall 
arguments. Should those 
“super-human” _ perfor- 
mances sports fans have 
been accustomed to see- 
ing be watched with a bit 
of skepticism? This subject 
bears following. 


Bioethics Corner: Artificial organs raise concerns 


BIOETHICS, From B7 
cells and a bioreactor, they 
are well on the path to cre- 
ating a heart seemingly 
from thin air. 

Using a slightly differ- 
ent approach, a team based 


Scientists use red shiit to date galaxy 


GALAXY, FROM B7 
of 7.6, the highest ever re- 
corded. ; 

From the data collected, 
researchers estimate that 
Z8-GND-5296 is roughly 
30 billion light years from 
earth and continuing to 
move further away as the 
universe expands. Since 
light observed from the 
distant galaxy reached 


Earth 30.1 billion years” 


after it was emitted, re- 


pe 


searchers are able to view 
the galaxy as it was only 
700 million years after the 
big bang. 

This is extremely im- 
portant, researchers say, 
as studying galaxies such 
as this can lead to a bet- 
ter understanding of the 
early formation and evo- 
lution of the universe. In 
addition to its extraordi- 
nary distance from Earth, 
Z8-GND-5296 also has an 
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~ Astronomers believe that other galaxies may be hidden out of sight. 


incredibly fast production 
of stars — up to 150 times 
that of the Milky Way. 
Even more _ striking 
to researchers is that, al- 
though they expected to 
observe the Lyman alpha 
transition in as many as 
six of the 43 galaxies that 
they analyzed, it was seen 
in only one. They believe 
that they may have detect- 
ed what is known as the 
Era of Re-ionization. 
During this period of 
time the early universe 
shifted from an opaque 
state containing mostly 
neutral hydrogen to a more 
translucent state in which 
most hydrogen is ionized. 
Thus, the emissions from 
distant galaxies in this era 
would be shielded. More 
distant and ancient galax- 
ies may exist in this haze 
but their detection, at least 
for now, is beyond reach, 
Only further research and 
advances in technology 
will allow researchers to 
peer further into the uni- 
verse’s most ancient and 


_ distant depths and truly 


reveal the secrets behind 
its formation. 


/ 


at the Yokohama City Uni- 
versity Graduate School of 
Medicine in Japan report- 
ed on their successful ef- 
forts to create a functional 
(but mouse-scaled) human 
liver, also using iPS cells. 
The team differentiated 
these iPS cells into hepatic 
endoderm cells, endothe- 
lial cells and hepatic endo- 
derm cells. 

These three types of 
cells combine naturally in 
a developing embryo to 
form’a human liver. The 
result of combining these 
three cell types were three- 
dimensional structures, 
liver buds, which have the 
potential of forming the 
complete liver. After trans- 
planting the liver buds into 
mice, the liver buds ma- 
tured and began to func- 
tion as human liver cells 
would. 

These laboratory suc- 
cesses suggest the prom- 
ise of a future in which we 
no longer have to ration 
transplantable organs. 
There remain significant 
technical and ethical chal- 
lenges. And, ultimately, 
this promise may never 
be fully realized. Still, 
it is essential to take the 
time now to identify and 
address the related ethi- 
cal challenges in the same 
way that scientists are 
confronting the technical 
hurdles. 

It will add a host of 
daunting _ safety-related 
concerns, particularly in 


designing and completing — 


early clinical trials — but 


also including things like 


long term follow-up. And, 
with the costs related to 
researching, developing 
and implementing the use 
of this technology and the 
potentially huge market 
value that desperate pa- 
tients might assign to an 
organ, financial consider- 
ations will inevitably lead 
to concerns about access. 
Considerations of justice 


will demand attention. 

In general, organ trans- 
plantation is already 
fraught with ethical peril, 
and growing organs in 
a lab promises to make 
things more complicated 
still. This is not to say that 
we should abandon this 
science — just a call to be 
mindful that the ethics 
work proceeds apace. 


wag 


Researchers search for alternative sources for organ transplants. 
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441 species discovered in Amazon rainforest. The Arctic hasn't been 
this warm in centuries 


By LIZZIE LIU 
For The Vews-Letter 


The Amazon rainforest 
is filled with the sounds 
of chirping, buzzing and 
howling. However, there 
is one sound you might 
not have expected: purr- 
ing from a monkey. This 
monkey, the Callicebus 
caquetensis, is one of more 
than 440 new species dis- 
covered in remote parts of 
the Amazon rainforest, ac- 
cording to the World Wild- 
life Fund (WWF). 

Researchers have 
worked tirelessly to find 
any previously undis- 
covered. organisms in the 
Amazon. Just this year, the 
WWE published a compi- 
lation of new species dis- 
covered between 2010 and 
2013. The list includes a 
total of 258 plants, 84 fish, 
58 amphibians, 22 reptiles, 
18 birds and one mammal. 
These numbers do not take 
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into account the myriad of 
insects and other inverte- 
brates discovered as well. 

Allobates amissibilis, 
a thumbnail-sized frog: 
This highly endangered 
frog is one of the three 
known species from the 
genus Allobates that live 
in Guyana. Because of its 
small population size and 
the threat of tourism to its 
habitat, researchers have 
decided to name it Allo- 
bates amissibilis, translat- 
ed the Latin phrase: “that 
may be lost.” 

Callicebus caqueten- 
sis, a purring monkey: 
Discovered in 2010, this 
unique monkey, one of 
about twenty species of titi 
monkey, lives in the Ama- 
zon Basin. When it is hap- 
py, it purrs like a cat. 

Cercosaura hypnoides, 
a flame-patterned lizard: 
This species of lizard has 
actually never been seen 
in the wild before. It was 


originally discovered from 
the hatchlings of eggs that 
were collected by research- 
ers in the Columbian Ama- 
zon. 

Chironius challenger, 
a snake from The Lost 
World: This brightly col- 
ored snake species was dis- 
covered in the mountains 
of Guyana, at an elevation 
of 4,922 ft. It was named 
after Professor George Ed- 
ward Challenger in Arthur 
C. Doyle’s novel, The Lost 
World. 


Gonatodes timidus, 
a warpaint-patterned 
lizard: This lizard was 


discovered in 2011 by re- 
searchers in Guyana. It 
has irregularly patterned 
splotches on its head. The 
colors of the splotches 
range from bluish white to 
bright yellow. Despite the 
‘warpaint, these lizards 
are very shy creatures that 
tend to avoid humans. In 
fact, its name, Gonatodes 
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The Callicebus caquetensis belongs to a rare species of titi monkeys that purrs like the regular housecat. 


timidus, translates to ‘tim- 
id’ or ‘fearful’ from Latin. 
Passiflora _longifila- 
mentosa, a passion flower: 
The Passiflora —longifila- 
mentosa was discovered 
just this year in the Bra- 
zilian state of Para. Sur- 
rounded by purple pet- 
als, spaghetti-like corona 
filaments burst out of the 
flower’s center and wrap 
around each other, giving 
ita beautifully quirky look. 
Sobralia imavieirae, | 
a pink orchid: Many new 
orchid species were dis- 
covered, including the 
fabulously pink Sobralia 
imavieirae, which inhabits 
in the Brazilian Amazon. 
Tometes camunani, 
a vegetarian piranha: This | 
new species of piranha can 
grow up to twenty inches 
in length and weigh up to | 


nine pounds, which is ap- | } 


proximately the size of a | 
newborn child. But there’s | 
no need to worry — this | 
piranha is strictly vegetar- 
ian. It feeds on the seed- 
lings of freshwater plants | 
that grow in swiftly flow- | 
ing rocky rapids. 

As more and more of | 
these wonderful organ- | 
isms are discovered and | 
added to the repertoire of 
known species, our knowl- 
edge of what species and 
their capabilities have 
evolved into is advanced. | 
Concurrently, with these 
new discoveries, we must 
be wary of habitat destruc- | 
tion, which is detrimen- | 
tal to the biodiversity of 
fragile ecosystems. These 
new plants and animals 
are unique to the Amazon | 
rainforest, which makes | 
their species as a whole 
particularly sensitive to 
deforestation. 
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Moss from Baffin Island evidenced the century's rise in temperature. 


By TONY WU 
Staff Writer 


Over the past decade, 
the scientific community 
has agreed that the aver- 
age global temperature is 
rising. Some attribute this 
increase to the production 
of greenhouse gases; oth- 
ers believe that the rising 
temperatures are part of a 
bigger cycle, consisting of 
warm and cold periods. 
Nevertheless, there is an 
evident rise in tempera- 


| tures. Recently, a research 
| team from the University 


of Colorado Boulder pre- 
sented convincing evi- 
dence that global warming 
is a result of greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

The study conducted 


| by the research team con- 


Gene enhancers fine-tune 


craniolacial development: 


By SAMHITA ILANGO 
Staff Writer 


During the search for our 
doppelgangers in the world, 
we may miss the question 
that eludes many of our 
minds: What exactly makes 
each face so distinct? It’s 
common sense that we have 
eyes, a nose and a mouth, 
but how is it possible that we 
can recognize between hun- 
dreds of our friends solely 
from these features? Geneti- 
cist Axel Visel of Berkeley 
Lab’s Genomics Division 
has made discoveries in the 
field that allow us to better 
answer this question. 

Anew study at the Berke- 
ley Laboratory showed 
that gene enhancers, which 
regulate sequences of DNA 
and intensify expressions of 
a specific gene, have an im- 
pacting role in the craniofa- 
cial development. Currently, 
the specific roles of the en- 
hancers remain unknown. 

Visel, along with Catia 
Attanasio, who has aided 
in decoding the regula- 
tory genome, has identified 
more than 4,000 enhancer 
sequences predicted to be 
crucial to adjusting gene 
expression. They created 
genome-wide maps of the 
enhancers by identifying 
their location in mouse 
DNA. Additionally, 200 of 
the gene enhancers were 
characterized in detail by 
the researchers. 

Some mutation projects, 


aD 


--Facial diversity can be explained by 


some of which involved the 
deletion of some enhanc- 
ers, resulted in a complete- 


ly different facial structure | 


in mice. This suggested 


that of the 4,000 plus en- 


hancers that are involved, 
all of them are some how 
important for the fine-tun- 
ing of facial differentiation. 

Visel claims that learning 
about the existence of these 
enhancers, identifying their 
exact location in the human 
genome, and understanding 
the general activity pattern 
in the craniofacial develop- 
ment should help provide 
a better understanding of 
the development between 
genetics and human cra- 
niofacial morphology. He 
also suggests that his results 
will open doors for human 
geneticists to look for muta- 
tions specific in enhancers 
that may be active in birth 
defects. This can ultimately 
help develop better diag- 
nostic and therapeutic ap- 
proaches. 

Currently, Visel and 
his collaborators are in 
the process of improving 
their genome-wide maps 
in order to gain additional 
information about the ac- 
tivity of these enhancer 
sequences. The team is 
also working with hu- 
man geneticists to be able 
to search for mutations of 
these enhancer sequences 
in patients who have birth 
defects related to craniofa- 
cial development. 
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Tissue engineers create 
organs with biological ink 


| approximately 11,700 years 


By MARK STUCZYNSKI 
Staff Writer 


What if you could print 
your own bandages? Or skin 
grafts? How about a new 
liver? Living in the future 
is a strange and interesting 
place, and it grows more 
interesting by the year. Sci- 
entists at Germany’s Fraun- 
hofer Institute for Interfacial 
Engineering and Biotech- 
nology are advancing the 
field of tissue engineering 
— developing biologically- 
derived tissue replacements 
— by automating tissue rep- 
lication through the use of 
inkjet printers. 


Fraunhofer _ scientists 
have developed biological 
inks, which consist largely 
of various biomolecules sus- 
pended in gelatin. Gelatin 
is derived from collagen, a 
common material in biologi- 
cal extracellular matrices 
that link cells together to 
form tissues. By combining 
various inks and irradiating 
them with UV light, scien- 
tists can adjust the proper- 
ties of the printed mixture 
to imitate various living 
tissues by forcing the gela- 
tin to cross-link into hydro- 
gels, which are polymers 
containing high amounts of 
water that are stable in bio- 
logically-relevant aqueous 
conditions at 37 Co. Since 

a variety of bio-inks can be 
used with varying degrees 
of UV exposure, it is possi- 
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Tissue engineering has paved way for bio-derived tissue replacements. 


ble to populate the gels with 
living cells and substitute | 
the hydrogels for repair of | 
natural tissues. 

The printers themselves — 
are very similar to standard | 
inkjet printers: The ink res- 
ervoirs and inkjets are func- 
tionally the same. However, 
each well contains a heater 
that adjusts the ink to a cor- 
rect temperature for a given 
temperature assignment. 


Additionally, due to current 
laboratory limitations, the 
number of jets and wells 
are both smaller than tra- 
ditional printers; increas- 
ing these values is a cur- 
rent work in progress that 
should increase the range 
and specificity of bio-ink- 
derived structures. 

Another current chal- 
lenge is creating tissue 
with its own system of 
blood vessels. Vasculariz- 
ing tissue with these blood 
vessels is an important de- 
sign goal for making ar- 
tificial tissues that can be 
provided with nutrients 
rather than merely serv- 
ing as substitutes or inter- 
mediates for engineered 
vasculatures during trans- 
plants. When this design 
chokepoint is overcome, 
printing larger, more com- 
plex tissues will become 
a far easier, more readily 
available task that promis- 
es bold new developments 
in the field of transplant 
science. 


sists of samples taken 
from Eastern Canadian 


| Arctic, which according 
_ to lead researcher Miller 
_is a remote region that 
| is rather difficult to get 
' to. By digging through 
| the snow, the research- 
ers collected dead moss 


samples on Baffin Island. 


| These moss samples are 
| preserved under ice, iso- 
| lating 
| changing climate. As a 
| result, these moss clumps 
| are microcosms from the 
| past. 


the 


them from 


With radiocarbon 
dating, researchers are 
able to pinpoint the age of 
the samples. 

They found that the moss 
samples were sealed in ice 
approximately 44,000 to 
51,000 years ago. The age of 


| the sample matches the ex- 


pectations of the scientists. 
The last glacial period is 


ago, dating the samples 
well-before a period of ex- 
treme cold. Consequently, 
the fact that the sample has 
not been exposed to the out- 
side world for 44,000 years 
signifies that temperatures 
have not risen enough to 
melt the thick buildup of ice 
— until recently. 

To build a more com- 
plete picture of the average 
temperatures in the Arctic, 
ice core samples were tak- 
en from the Greenland Ice 


Sheet not far from Baffin 
Island. The ice cores pre- 
serve the atmospheric data 
of the time period. Dust, 
atmospheric gases and oth- 
er substances are trapped 
within the growing ice 
layer, and, by analyzing 
the different components, 
scientists can reconstruct 
the different climates expe- 
rienced in a region. From 
the ice core samples, the 
research team determined 
that the only time period 
with a temperature simi- 
lar to that of present day 
society is roughly 120,000 
years ago. 

Even though the Earth 
experienced a period of- 
warmth over the past cen- 
tury, the increase in global 
temperatures has _ been 
more prominent over the 
past decade. Since the end 
of the Little Ice Age, a pe-, 
riod between 1275 to 900, 
global temperature has 
been on the rise. However, 
the ice on Baffin Island did 
not experience any sig- 
nificant melting until the 
1970s. In addition, the tem- 
peratures of the ice sheets 
in Greenland experienced 
a rise of seven degrees 
Fahrenheit over a period of 
20 years. Current tempera- 
tures are now sufficient to 
melt the entire ice cap on 
Baffin Island. 

At the end of the study, 
Miller mentioned that the 
Arctic has been warm- 
ing faster than any other 
region. However, the 
evidence is not complete 
enough to analyze the 
extent that greenhouse 
gases contribute to the 
warming. One thing is 
clear though. The sample 
obtained from Baffin Is- 
land and Greenland en- 
compassed the Holocene 
period. The Holocene 
period started after the 
last glacial age, and it is 
a period of time when 
the Earth received more 
energy from the sun than 
in recent times. This sug- 
gests that greenhouse 


gases are a crucial, if not 
major, contributor to the 
current rising tempera- 
tures. 
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24 points was enough for the Blue Jay offense to pull out a tight win. 


4th quarter comeback 
leads Jays past bears 


By COLIN FRIEDMAN 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins football 
team found themselves in 
unfamiliar territory this 
past weekend. The 10th- 
ranked Jays trailed the 
Ursinus Bears by eight 
points at the start of the 
fourth quarter. However, 
senior wide receiver Dan 
Wodicka snagged a pair of 
touchdown catches to give 
Hopkins a 24-18 victory. 
“We maintained our poise 
and kept fighting when 
things weren't necessar- 
ily going our way,” senior 
safety John Arena said. 
“We just focused on work- 
ing hard to execute our 
assignments, carrying out 
the game plan and taking 
advantage of opportunities 
when they arose.” 

The win gives the team 
an 8-0 record and, at the 
very least, a piece of the 
Centennial Conference 
title. The Jays can secure 
a conference title for a 
fifth straight year and an 
automatic berth,into the 
NCAA tournament with a 
win next weekend against 
Franklin and Marshall. 

Hopkins took a. 10-8 
lead going into halftime. 
However, the Bears came 
out with an effective game 
plan to start the second 
half. Ursinus erased the 
lead with a 76-yard touch- 
down pass and 36-yard 
field goal to take an 18-10 
lead. After the teams ex- 
changed punts, including 
a booming 42-yard kick 
from senior punter Richie 
Carbone, the Jays began a 
drive at their own 10-yard 
line. The tandem of sopho- 
more Brandon Cherry and 
freshman Stuart Walters 
helped to lead Hopkins on 
a 90-yard drive. 15 plays 
later senior quarterback 
Robbie Matey found Wod- 
icka in the end zone to 
trim the lead to two points. 
A two-point conversion 
failed, leaving Hopkins 
down 18-16. 

Soon after, junior Chris 
Ibrahim intercepted a pass 
up the middle to give Hop- 
kins the ball on the Bears’ 
33-yard line. After Cherry 
carried the ball on four 
shifty runs to the 21-yard 
line, Matey again found 
Wodicka for a_ scoring 
strike. Matey then scam- 
pered in for the two-point 
conversion and a 24-18 lead 
with 6:30 left on the clock. 

Ursinus had three more 
opportunities down the 
stretch to regain the lead. 
Unfortunately for the 
Bears, they had to contend 
with the Hopkins defense. 

The Jays forced a Ryan Rice 
interception and a pair of 
turnover on downs to se- 
cure the victory. 
_ Hopkins clearly invest- 
ed all of their efforts into 
the win. “I would say the 
game this past week was 
a big step for our team. 
Ursinus is a big rival and 


- to have a comeback win 


against them as a senior 
was a great feeling,” Car- 
bone said. “Our team 


scratched and clawed its 
way to a win when a lot 
_of things went against us. 


We've had games where 


¢ 


games. This past weekend 
was the most fun I’ve had 
on a football field in a long 
time.” 

It became clear from the 
beginning that it would 
be a tight game. The Jays 


scored first off the leg of | 
| Greenhalgh didn’t 


freshman Nick Campbell. 


The 32-yard field goal gave | 


Hopkins the lead midway 
through the first quarter. 
Ursinus quickly _ re- 
sponded with a 69-yard 
touchdown pass to Jerry 


Rahill, the leading receiv- | 


er in the conference. On 


the ensuing kickoff, Hop- | 


kins mishandled the ball 


THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LETTER 


SPORTS 


NOVEMBER 7, 2013 


Swimming dominates, takes first and second 


By STEVEN HYLAND 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins men’s 
swimming team remained 
undefeated (3-0) while 


the women’s team fell to 
3-1 at the Thomas Mur- 
phy Invitational this past 
weekend at Loyola Univer- 
sity in Baltimore. The men 
were dominvant in defeat- 
ing both Marywood and 
Loyola, winning 16 of the 
18 events over the two-day 
meet. The Blue Jay women 
won eight out of 18 events 
en route to defeating 
Marywood and St. Francis 
but could not outscore the 


| host Greyhounds. 


The Jay men were ex- 
tremely impressive on the 
opening day of the invi- 
tational, winning all five 
events on Friday. In the 


| 400 Medley Relay, juniors 


in the end zone. Freshman | 


Bradley Munday was tack- 
led in the end zone for a 
safety to give the Bears an 
8-3 lead. 
Hopkins 
in the second quarter an 
impressive 98-yard drive 
orchestrated by Matey. Se- 
nior running back JD Ab- 
bott finished off the drive 
with a three-yard touch- 
down. run. The-score gave 
Hopkins their 10-8 lead 
heading into halftime. 
Hopkins totaled 429 
yards of total offense on 


the day, running 92 plays 


for almost 35 minutes of 
possession time. 

The men working in- 
side the trenches certainly 
played a big role in secur- 
ing the Hopkins victory. 
The offensive line led the 
way for the running backs, 
allowing them to total 242 
yards on the day. Cherry 
gathered 122 yards on 
the ground — his third 
straight 100-yard rushing 
game. Late in the second 
half, the Ursinus defense 
was visibly worn down. 
The Hopkins offensive line 


clearly outsized the Bears. . 


Their hard work through- 
out the game helped to 
pave the way for the Hop- 
kins fourth quarter scores. 

On the day, Matey was 
20-of-33 for 184 yards with 
the two fourth-quarter 
touchdown passes to Wod- 
icka. Wodicka had five 
catches for 65 yards while 
Munday had a career-high 
eight receptions for 54 
yards. 

The defense also held 
strong on the day. Apart 
from the two long pass 
plays, the Bears were limit- 
ed to 178 yards on offense. 
Ranked seventh in the na- 
tion for third down conver- 
sion percentage, Ursinus 
managed to convert on a 
mere four of 15 attempts. 
The Bears amassed only 43 
yards on 25 rushes. 

Moving forward, Hop- 
kins will take on Franklin 
and Marshall on Saturday 
at 12 p.m. “Right now, we're 
just focusing on scouting 
our opponent and improv- 
ing both our individual 
techniques and our perfor- 
mance as a unit every day 
at practice,” Arena said. 

Watch out for strong 


_ leadership from the upper- 


classmen on Saturday. “For 


.Saturday’s game, we are 


day.” A victory will guar- 


just focused on improving 
from last week, that’s our 


_ goal every week,” Carbone 
said. “Since it is senior day, 


there’s an extra incentive to 
1e out and have a great 


antee the Jays outright pos- 


responded | 
| ond. Freshman Scott Ster- 
| rett placed third in 1:58.51, 


Dylan Davis and Greg 
Kogut and seniors Joe 
Acquaviva and Anthony 
Lordi prevailed over sec- 
ond place by eight seconds, 
winning with a time of 
3:25.66. Freshman Andrew 
miss 
a beat for the Jays in the 
500 Free, winning by more 
than six seconds with a 


| time of 4:53.72. He was fol- 
| lowed by fellow freshman 


Josh Hughes, who placed 
third in 4:48.61 and junior 
Berkay Polat, who placed 
fifth in 4:53:72. 

In the 200 IM, a quar- 
tet of Jays swept the first 
four spots in the event. Ac- 
quaviva won the event in 
1:58.51, just out-touching 
freshman Patrick Flynn by 
two-hundredths of a sec- 


and finishing right behind 
him was fellow classmate 
Muhammad Hudhud in 
2:00.35. Hopkins built on 
their meet lead in the 50 
Free, as Lordi (20.92) and 
Kogut (21.49) took first and 
third in the event. 

The Jays completed their 
perfect Friday by sweep- 
ing the top two spots in 
the 800 Free Relay. Green- 
halgh, Hughes, Lordi and 
junior Ryan Cunningham 
won the event in a time of 
7:02.98. The second place 
team included Hudhud, 
Sterrett, Flynn and fresh- 
man Jeremy Bauchwitz, 
who finished with a total 
time of 7:06.98. 

The women had four 
second-place finishes on 
the first day of competi- 
tion. Hopkins opened the 
meet in the 400 Medley 
Relay, placing second to 
Loyola. Sophomore Sean 
McGrath, freshman Pi- 
lar Shimizu and seniors 
Taylor Kitayama and Sara 
Rinsma swam a time of 
4:00.18. Junior Sammi Fox 
placed second in the 200 
IM as well (1:42.33) but 
was first among collegiate 
competitors. Senior Kylie 
Terns was just edged out 
by 0.16 seconds in the 50 
Free and finished second 
in 24.60. 

To end their Friday 
night, the women took sec- 
ond and third place in the 
800 Free Relay. Rinsma, 


sophomore Ellen Marcus, 
McGrath and junior Ana 
Bogdanovski finished in 


7:49.05 — good enough for 
second place. The team of 
Kitayama, freshman Emily 


= 


2:06.88. Bogdanovski won 
both the 100 (51.80) and 
200 (1:54.74) Free, and her 
100 Free time was enough 
to earn her an NCAA pro- 
visional time. 


HOPKINSSPORTS.COM 


Senior Taylor Kitayama was named the BMC Swimmer of the Week. 


Lubin, freshman Kristen 
Kaiser and sophomore Me- 
gan Auzenbergs finished 
third in 8:00.04. 

On Saturday, the Jay 
men showcased their talent 
and depth by winning 11 
out of 13 events and defeat- 
ing both of their opponents 
by over 119 points. Hud- 
hud picked up the first vic- 
tory for Hopkins in the 400 
IM (4:10.86) touching the 
wall eight seconds ahead 
of second. 

The Jays swept first, sec- 
ond and third in the 100 
Fly. Kogut (51.37), Wood- 
ford (53.30) and Pagano 
(53.94) dominated the pool 
in this event. The men 
fared even better in the 
200 Free by taking the top 
four spots. Lordi (1:42.02), 
Hughes (1:45.93), Greenhal- 
gh (1:46.12) and Bauchwitz 
(1:46.90) led the charge for 
the Jays. 

The most : impressive 
performance of the day for 
the Jays came from Green- 
halgh, who beat the field in 
the 1650 Free by more than 
42 seconds. His 16:06.41 
is an NCAA provisional 
time in that event. Other 
individual winners on the 
day included Davis in the 
100 Back (51.86), Lordi in 
the 100 Free (46.29), Hud- 
hud in the 200 Fly (1:55.30) 
and Sterrett sweeping the 
100 (59.67) and 200 Breast- 
stroke (2:12.65). 

The men added to their 
already impressive win 
total in the 200 Medley Re- 
lay and the 400 Free Relay. 
Davis, Acquaviva, Wood- 
ford and Lordi won the 200 
Medley in a time of 1:35.46. 
In the 400 Free Relay, Ac- 
quaviva, Kogut, Bauchwitz 
and Flynn won by over 
five seconds with a time of 
3:10.85. 

Not to be overshad- 
owed, the women’s team 
had an extremely success- 
ful Saturday at the Thom- 
as Murphy Invitational as 
well. They won eight of 13 
swimming ‘events overall 
and produced three sepa- 
rate individual champi- 
ons throughout the day. 
Freshman Shirley Chan 
was victorious in the 200 
Fly, finishing in a time of 
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Kitayama, however, 
proved to be the star of 
this invitational for the 


Jays. She led Hopkins with 
a trio of individual wins 
and swam on the winning 
400 Free Relay while post- 
ing three NCAA provi- 
sional times on Saturday. 
She won the 100 Fly (56.23) 
and swept the Backstroke 
events, winning at both the 
100 (57.44) and 200 (2:03.97) 
meter distances. 

Kitayama commented 
on her success. “Having 
my teammates cheering 
for me at the end of my 
lane always inspires me to 
push myself in a race,” she 
said. “We've been training 
very hard both in and out 
of the pool this season, and 
I think the results are defi- 
nitely showing.” 

For her efforts, Kita- 
yama was selected as the 
Bluegrass Mountain Con- 
ference Swimmer of the 
Week. 

Both teams are idle this 
coming weekend and will 
return to action at the Get- 
tysburg Invitational on 
Nov. 22-23. 


Atabek, Gresick shine 
In season-ending loss 


HOCKEY, rrom B12 

Atabek leads the Centen- 
nial Conference in overall 
total saves and in total save 
percentage with an out- 
standing .789. 

This non-conference field 
hockey game would be the 
last game for the Jays this 
season. The Jays did not 
qualify for the Centennial 
Conference Tournament 
and would finish their sea- 
son with this tough loss, 
bringing their overall record 
to 7-10. 

The Jays had a hard- 
fought season and a lot to 
prove not only to the other 
teams in the tournament but 
also to themselves. Starting 
off the season strong with a 
3-1 record, the Jays appeared 
to have the roster for great 
success. However, as the 
midseason stretch hit, the 
Jays would hit a slump and 
drop five straight games. 
The Jays fought to save their 
season with a pair of back- 
to-back wins; unfortunately, 
this would not be enough to 
push the Jays into the play- 
offs. 

The team had the op- 
portunity to grow together 
and build camaraderie 
in. a very trying season. 
“Playing field hockey here 
has provided me with the 
strongest of relationships 
and an irreplaceable sup- 
port system,” junior Alexa 
Lantiere said. “I feel very 
fortunate to be a member 
of such a fantastic team.” 
Lantiere also had quite the 
impressive season, ranking 
third overall in the Centen- 
nial Conference with 13 
total goals. Lantiere also 
ranked seventh overall in 
the Centennial Conference 
in points with a total of 27 


points. 

The Jays almost exactly 
repeated the events of last 
season, ending witha record 
of 5-5 in the conference and 
just missing the Centennial 
Conference tournament. 
Head coach Megan Fraser 
has a lot of work to do in the 
offseason, but one thing for 
sure is that she knows what 
she is doing. Not only is 
Coach Fraser the most win- 
ningest coach in both Hop- 
kins history and Centennial 
Conference history, but she 
also has great respect com- 
ing from her players. “While 
I made some mistakes as 
a rookie, [the opportunity] 
really allowed me to grow 
into a better player, and | 
am really grateful for Coach 
Fraser,” Lantiere said when 
asked how Coach Fraser has 
influenced her game. “She 
has definitely made me be- 
come a better all-around 
player and has given me a 
different perspective on the 
sport.” 

Coach Fraser might 
have had a rough past 
couple of seasons, but she 
definitely has the numbers 
in the record books to back 
up her ability as a coach. 
Although numbers may 
be nice, having a team that 
is willing to stand behind 
their coach one hundred 
percent is always more im- 
portant. It is obvious that 
Coach Fraser knows what 
she is doing, on and off 
the field, and we congratu- 
late her on her season as 
she begins to prepare for 
a greater season next year. 
The Lady Jays will head 
into the offseason looking 
to train harder and longer 
in preparation for the sea- 
son next fall. 
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perfect for us this year as 
_ well, so it’s good to know 
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SPORTS 


Dio You 


Know! 


CALENDAR 
FRIDAY 


W. Soccer vs. Muhlenberg, 5 p.m. 


The men’s cross country team 
took the eighth spot in the lat- 
est USTFCCCA Poll, the high- 
est ranking the team has ever 
received in program history. 


SATURDAY 
Football vs. F&M, 12 p.m. 


W. Soccer vs. CC Tourney, 5:30 p.m. 


|_coverage. 


Comeback Kid: Wodick 


of its first defeat of the season. The Jays offense had been uncharacteristically stifled by a well- 
coached Ursinus defense. However, with two touchdown catches in the final frame of the game, 
| senior receiver Dan Wodicka led Hopkins to a 24-18 comeback win. Please see Page B10 for full 


a scores twice in Ath. Field Hockey ends on 


BRETT BRODSKY/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Down 18-10 entering the fourth quarter, it looked like the Hopkins football team was on the verge / 


M. Soccer draws with Cross Country Runners 
Fords in double OT 


By SCOTT SHEEHAN 
For The News-Letter 


In September the men’s 


soccer team went through | 


a difficult streak, losing 
five straight games and 
closing out the month with 
a 2-6-1 record. It did not 
look like things were go- 
ing to get any easier for the 
Jays, since only one of their 
eight remaining opponents 
had a losing record. The 
team could have accepted 
a losing season, but instead 
with the help of the upper- 
classmen, came _ together 
to fix their season, accord- 
ing to sophomore forward 
Kenny DeStefano. 

This resolve made a 
difference as the Jays 
went on a six game un- 
beaten streak against 
some of the top teams in 
the country, including 
Neumann (7-2-2 at the 
time), Mulenburg (7-5-1 
at the time) and Franklin 
and Marshall (ranked 21st 
in the nation). With all of 
the success of the past few 
weeks the team was final- 
ly becoming what it had 
hoped to be, but players 
knew they would have a 
difficult task against 18th 
ranked Haverford (11-4-1). 

Saturday’s game _ oc- 
curred during Family 
Weekend and was the last 
game of the regular sea- 
son. As a result, despite the 
cold and windy night, one 
of the largest crowds of the 
season came out to support 
the Jays. Hopkins took con- 
trol in the first half with 
nine shots, while Haver- 
ford only mustered five. 
Despite the dominant play 
by the Jays, it appeared that 
the half would end without 
a goal. Instead, DeStefano 
put the ball in the back of 
the net. 

In the 39th minute, soph- 
omore midfielder Nigel Jo- 


seph stole the ball from a. 


Haverford defender, hustled 
down the field and crossed 
the ball into the box. It was 
a perfect cross to DeStefano 
who one-timed the pass for 
his fifth goal of the season. 
DeStefano has become one 
of the top players on the 
team this season, but he 
has remained modest and 
always gives his teammates 
the credit they deserve. “I 
laugh though, when people 
congratulate me for scor- 
ing," DeStefano said. "That 
goal was entirely Nigel Jo- 
_seph. All I did was redirect 
the ball.” 


Thanks to Joseph's run 
and DeStefano’s finish, the 
Jays went into the half feel- 
ing confident and deter- 
mined yet knowing they 
couldn't let up yet. The 
second half proved to be 
tighter than the first, as the 
two teams constantly pres- 


sured each other. However, | 
both teams struggled to | 


capitalize on their oppor- 
tunities. It seemed that 
the Jays would pull off an 
upset until the 81st minute 
when Haverford’s Colin 
Seitz lofted the ball into 
the box where freshman 
Tejan Walcott was stand- 
ing alone. Walcott settled 
the ball and volleyed it 
high into the top of the net 
past goalkeeper Nick Cer- 
rone’s outstretched arms to 
tie the game at one apiece. 

The Jays continued 
to pressure Haverford 
through two sets of over- 
time to finish the game 
with a tie. 

Saturday was full of 
great news for the Jays 
with the return of goal- 
keeper Nick Cerrone, who 
had been out with an in- 
jury since September. He 
seemed to be back in top 
form, playing all 110 min- 
utes and making seven 
saves during the night. 

With the tie, Hopkins 
finishes the regular season 
with a 7-7-2 record — good 
for the fifth seed in the Cen- 


tennial Conference Tourna-.| 


ment. 

Hopkins will play Dick- 
inson in its opener. Ear- 
lier this season, Dickinson 
defeated Hopkins 3-1, but 
DeStefano said he looks 
forward to the challenge. 
“I'm excited to play Dickin- 
son again. The mindset of a 
team going into a (playoff) 
game is huge, and I love the 
underdog mentality,” he 
said, 

Hopkins has also be- 

come a different team since 
the last time it played Dick- 
inson, coming out of each 
game with a more focused 
attitude. “I think we need 
to continue to play our style 
of soccer and focus on our- 
selves,” senior midfielder 
Birin Padman said. “We've 
been doing that lately and 
it has made a huge differ- 
ence.” 
If Hopkins is able to play 
as well as it has been play- 
ing lately and not let Dick- 
inson gain the momentum, 
the team will have an excel- 
lent chance to pull off an 
upset. 


, 


By DAVID RAUBER 


| Staff Writer 


The Hopkins men’s 
cross country team made 
history at McDaniel this 
past Saturday, winning 
its first Centennial Con- 
ference title in school his- 
tory. The Jays, who won 
the meet with a total of 34 
points, had five runners 
place in the top 10. 


the proudest moments of 


my life to go up with my 


teammates and_ receive 
that conference trophy for 
the first time in program 
history. I'm glad I got to 
see that happen before | 


graduated.” 
The women’s team had 
an equally impressive 


weekend, winning its sixth 
straight Centennial Con- 
ference title with 17 points. 


diificult loss to TONJ 


By RACHEL COOK 
Staff Writer 


Fighting hard to win 
throughout the — entire 
game, the Hopkins field 
hockey team fell just short, 
losing to The College of 
New Jersey (TCNJ) with a 
score of 4-2. Held in Ew- 
ing, NJ., the ninth-ranked 
TCNJ started off the game 
with force. Scoring.in the 
first seven minutes and 
twice in the first 20 min- 
utes, TCNJ came out with 
a 3-0 lead. Two of the three 
goals came from penalty 
strokes, so Hopkins had to 
realize its faults and quick- 
ly get its game in check. 

Stopping the TCNJ Li- 
ons’s run was_ freshman 
forward Austin Davis. With 
an assist from senior Allison 
Thompson, Davis ended 
the Lions’s run with a goal 


shortly after the 27 minute 
mark. 

It was an impressive goal 
by Davis and her first of the 
season. TCNJ quickly re- 
sponded with an unassisted 
goal at the 38 minute mark 
just three minutes into the 
second half. Hopkins was 
running out of time to cut 
down TCNJ’s three point 
lead. With tight back-and- 
forth play for the remainder 
of the game, the Jays only 
scored one more time with 
an unassisted goal from 
freshman Lindsey Adams. 

The Jays defense fought 
hard to the end, keeping 
the Lions at a score of four 
points. Sophomore  goal- 
keeper Zoey Atabek record- 
ed 11 saves in the game, 
continuing her incredible 
season with a remarkable 
172 total saves. 

Sere HOCKEY, pace B10 


Claim Centennial Title 


er expected to win. As the 
race went on all I could 
think of was that this was 
my last chance to capture 
the title since it's my se- 
nior year." ) 
Clarke also talked about 
the determination neces- 
sary to finish out the race. "I 
was dreading that final hill 
before the finish through- 
out the entire course of 
the race, but once I hit it, 


a time of 26:19. Additional- 
ly, freshman Stefan Arnold 
finished tenth with a time 
of 26:23, which earned him 
the Centennial Conference 
Rookie of the Year honor. 

Dickinson finished 
in second place with 39 
points, while Haverford 
finished a distant third 
with 61 points. 

Although Robinson was 
pleased with his perfor- 
mance, he was much hap- 
pier about the team victory. 

“I definitely thought 
my race could've gone a 
little better, but after see- 
ing that we had won it re- 
ally didn't matter to me. 
We showed up to win as 
a team and that's what 
we did,” Robinson said. 
“It was definitely one of 


Senior Holly Clarke 
won her first individual 
conference title with a time 
of 22:22, while junior Fran- 
cis Loeb took second with 
a time of 22:29, and sopho- 
more Hannah Oneda took 
third with a time of 22:30. 

Clarke was ecstatic at fi- 
nally capturing the title af- 
ter taking second and third 
the last two years. 

“It felt unexpected but 
really satisfying winning 
the individual conference 
title,” Clarke said. “My 
goal was to stick with 
our best runner, Han- 
nah Oneda, and see what 
would happen from there. 
After finishing third in 
2011 and second last year, 
I was hoping for another 
top three finish, but I nev- 


I felt stronger and better 
than I have ever felt at the 
end of a race,” she said. “I 
crossed the finish line feel- 
ing strong and knowing 
that my teammates would 
be right behind me, bring- 
ing it in for our sixth team 
championship.” 

The ladies won the team 
race ina blowout,.as second 
place Haverford finished 
with 55 points and third 
place Dickinson finished 
with 68. While Clarke rec- 
ognized that she does have 
personal goals for the rest 
of the season, she stressed 
the importance of cross 
country as a team sport. 

“My goals for the rest of 
the season are pretty sim- 
ple: to capture the Regional 
and National Champion- 


ship title as a team. Cross 
Country is the most team- 
oriented sport that exists 
(yes, I am quite biased), 
but it's true! Having an 
awesome team pushes me 
to run faster and pushes 
Hannah, Annie, Frances 
and all the other girls to 
individually run faster. At 
Regionals in two weeks, 
I'm hoping to run a sub 21 
minute 6k, which would be 
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nior Julian For the sixth straight year, the women’s cross country team took home the Centennial Conference title. at the 
Saliani NCAAs. 
finished "Il think 
ninth with this year’s 


team has the ability to set 
a record-winning score at 
Regionals and Nationals,” 
Clarke said. “This means 
that we should score the 
lowest amount of points 
based on our places. Every 
girl on our varsity team has 


. the ability to be in the top 


20 at regionals, and I think 
we could get five girls to be 
All Americans this year. I 
was pretty disappointed 
with my race at Nationals 
last year so my goal is for 
some serious redemption 
— perhaps a top 10 finish 
individually! As long as we 
stay healthy and continue 
the momentum that we 
have, we should definitely 
be bringing home the Na- 
tional Championship for a 
second year in a row.” 
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Women’s Soccer: Athlete of the Week: Swimming: 
tops in Centennial Max Robinson strong season start 
The ‘Lady Jays soccer With his third place fin- This past weekend the 

team finished off its regu- ish in the Centennial Con- Jays swimmers defended 
lar season with a stellar ference Championships, se- their home turf against 


3-0 victory over Franklin 
& Marshall. Next up, the 


team looks forward to the. 


CC Tournament. Page B11 


nior Max Robinson led the 
men’s cross country team 
to its first ever Centennial 
Conference title. Page B11 


Loyola, Marywood and St. — 


Francis (Pa.). Both the men 
and women have been stel- 
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Volleyball earns #4 seed in CC playoiis Kingery leads Water 
Polo in 17-10 victory 


By MITCH WEAVER * 
Staff Writer 


The regular season has 
been kind to the Hopkins 
women’s volleyball team, 
but there was still some 
unfinished business to take 
care of: notching their sta- 
tus into the playoffs as def- 
inite. They achieved that 
this past Saturday against 
the Dickinson Red Devils 
by completing a sweep at 
home to earn themselves 
the number four seed in 
the Centennial Conference 
playoffs. 

Each set was won rela- 
tively easily for the Lady 
Jays. The first and third 
sets both ended with a 25- 
19 score, while set two was 
even easier for the squad 
at 25-15. Junior Meagan 
Donohoe, who has had an 
extremely impressive ju- 
nior campaign, led the Jays 
to victory by tallying 15 
kills and three service aces 
on the day. To top it off, 
Donohoe’s _ performances 
this week earned her Con- 
ference Player of the Week 
honors — her second such 
honor of the season. The 
season she is having is up 
there with the best in the 
nation, as she ranks 12th 


in kills per set and 13th in | 


points per set. 
To top that off, she leads 


the Centennial Conference | 


in both categories. Dono- 
hoe feels confident heading 
into the playoffs, echoing 
the tone of her teammates. 
“Our games against Get- 
tysburg and Dickinson this 


past week were important | 


games for us as a program 
because we started to fi- 
nally feel like we were play- 
ing the way that we’ve been 
working for all season,” 
she said. “It felt like good 
Hopkins volleyball, and 
we were able to control the 
pace of the game. We feel 
confident that we will be 
able to bring the same ener- 
gy to playoffs, and if we do, 
we will have success.” 
Donohoe’s 
tions are a major reason 
why Hopkins is in its cur- 
rent position and, hope- 
fully, on its way to cap- 
turing another conference 
championship. But, she 
is not the only reason, as 
contributions from oth- 
ers have put the team in a 
great spot for a deep play- 
off run. Against Dickin- 
son, the team as a whole 
blocked 10 shots from the 
front line for Dickinson, 
which marks the team’s 


By JASON PLUSH 
aperte Editor 


; or the first time in over 
50 years, the Hopkins men’s 
cross country team captured 
Centennial Conference 
an pionship. While there 
been a variety of con- 
s that have been 
al to the team’s success 
year, the most consis- 
and dominant runner 
1e team has been senior 
Max Robinson. Rob- 


led the way again this | 
end at the Confer- 


contribu- | 


highest total since 


Sept. 
28 against 


Swarthmore. 
Sophomore Stephanie Yo- 
koyama pitched in a clutch 
performance the 

15 


against 
recording 
digs to help ensure a vic- 
tory. Finally, junior Mariel 
Metalios led the team with 
23 assists. This example of 
teamwork has been a con- 
stant theme for the team all 
year, and that is something 
necessary for deep playoff 
runs. 

Yokoyama feels that the 
early preparation of the 
team this season will be 
what carries them through 
the playoffs. “Since day one 
of preseason, every mem- 
ber of this team has made a 
dramatic increase in putting 
extra effort in the gym as 
well as outside of the gym,” 
Yokoyama said. “The Hop- 
kins women’s volleyball 
team is a huge advocate for 


Red Dev ils, 


team unity and specifically, 
‘playing for each other. All 
the teams in our conference 
have brought such a vari- 
ety in game play that have 
really challenged us in ad- 
justing and applying the as- 
pects we have been practic- 
ing. I’m confident and very 
excited to really incorporate 
what we've been focusing 
on each day during practice 
throughout the conference 
playoffs and beyond.” 
Contributions from 
other members such as 
sophomore Gabi Rothman, 
junior Ellen Rogers, junior 
Kim Bronson and every 
other member of the team, 
will go far when the play- 
offs roll around. Rothman 
shared her thoughts on the 
match against Dickinson. 
“Our biggest struggle this 
season was finding our 
groove,” she said. “Once 
we found our groove it was 


to maintain the groove for 
the duration of an entire 


match and pretty much 
every time we play — be | 
it practice or match. For 
the last two games, we've 


had our groove the whole 
time.” 

Rothman also discussed 
her thoughts on the team 
going into the _ playoffs. 
“Looking forward, our aim 
is to up our groove without 
losing the consistency. We 
keep demanding more of 
ourselves, and this is what 
will take us to and through 
the playoffs,” Rothman said. 

Hopkins hosts 
tysburg this week in the 


Get- | 


conference play-in game 


at Goldfarb Gymnasium. 
The match is slated to start 
at 7 p.m., and if one thing 
is certain, we all know the 
Jays will come to play with 
their playoff hopes on the 
line. 


Lady Jays finish undefeated tn 60) 


By ALEX PICANO 
Staff Writer 


This is an exciting time 
for Hopkins in the sport 
of women’s soccer. The na- 
tionally ranked Lady Jays 
won their final regular 
season game of the year 
against Franklin & Mar- 
| shall (F&M) this past Satur- 
day afternoon in a shutout 
3-0. The women will con- 
tinue to the 2013 Centenni- 
| al Conference Playoffs next 
| weekend with a record of 
| 16-1-1 in the season and a 
| 9-0-1 record in the Centen- 
nial Conference. 

The game started off 
slow with no goals until the 
32nd minute. Junior Sydney 
Teng got the scoring started 
by receiving a pass from ju- 
nior Hannah Kronick. Teng 
was able to beat the F&M 
goalie and score her fifth 
goal of the season. 

“To finish an undefeat- 
ed conference season is 
definitely a good accom- 
plishment for us to have 
under our belts as we head 
into the playoffs,” Kronick 
said. “I think we are confi- 
dent about the post season 
but know that there is still 
work to be done.” 

In the 69th minute, senior 
Pamela Vranis scored after 
forcing a turnover by the 
F&M defense. Finishing up 


the scoring for Hopkins, se- 


awesome experience so far. 


N-L: What individual 
feats have you been able 
to accomplish so far? Are 
their any other goals that 
you plan on achieving be- 
fore the end of the season? 

MR: I was able to run a 
personal best earlier this 
hay which is always nice. 

m still looking to drop 
ae time even further and 


practice, 


nior Kelly Baker had a shot 
from eight yards out that 
was no match for the F&M 
goalie in the 82nd minute. 

Vranis commented on 
the momentum from the 
big victory. “We are very 
excited about finishing up 
the season on a high note 
and clinching conference 
hosting,” she said. “The 
energy coming from every- 
one on the team, on and off 
the field, is incredible and 
we are hoping to keep that 
energy going into the in- 
tense and exciting playoff 
games coming up.” 

On the Hopkins defen- 
sive side, senior goalkeep- 
er Kelly Leddy made only 
one save on the only shot 
from F&M in the game, It 
was the Hopkins defense 
including freshman Adri- 
enne Johnson, sophomore 
Hope Lundberg, junior 
Emily Nagourney and se- 
nior Kylie Fuller that pre- 
vented F&M from even 
getting near the goal. 

“As far as defense goes, 
we've been doing well in 
our last few games keep- 
ing the other teams from 
gaining many opportu- 
nities to shoot,” Johnson 
said. “However we aren't 
finished yet. We must stay 
focused for the confer- 
ence tournament com- 
ing up this weekend. The 
other five teams will come 


MR: We definitely want 
to show up in two week- 
ends and win the region, 
which I think is very realis- 
tic after this past weekend's 

performance. The sky is the 


‘limit for nationals. I think 


we have a chance to sur- 
prise a lot of people there. 


N-L: What does the team 
need to do in preparation 
for the NCAA Regionals? 

MR: We're just going 
to keep doing what we've 


_ been doing to prepare 
for regionals. We'll start 


backing off our mileage 

bit this week during 
vhich will leave 
s fresher for that race. I 
/ our team and I 


out strong so we have to | 


make sure we play our best 
game.” 

Leddy also remarked 
on the strength of the de- 


fense throughout this sea- | 
son. “Nothing really says it | 
better than to say straight | 
out; we have the strongest | 


defense in the Centennial 
Conference,” she said. 
just conference games alone, 
we have given up very few 


shots, of which only about | 


half of them were even on 


“Tn | 


By ZACH ZILBER 
Staff Writer 


Entering the final week- 
end of the regular season, 
the Hopkins water polo 
team first faced off against 
George Washington (GW) 
at home. 

“The magnitude of this 
the 


game was_ stressed 
most,” junior Johnny Beal 
said. “We knew it was im- 


portant for our seeding 
going into the postseason, 
and this was a must win. 
GW is one of our biggest 
rivals and playing them at 
home in front of a crowd 
made it an even bigger 
game, especially because 


_ we had lost at their pool 


goal. With a group as solid | 


as ours, the opposing of- 
fense finds themselves un- 
der constant pressure, with 
very few quality goal scor- 
ing opportunities through- 
out the game.” 

Nagourney commented 
on the team’s goals for the 


postseason. “With the regu- | 


lar season coming to an end, 


our goal right now is to win | 


the conference tournament 
this weekend,” she said. 
“By keeping our momen- 
tum rolling and winning 
the conference, we will keep 
our national ranking high 
and we can secure a bid in 
the NCAA tournament, 
hopefully being able to host 
the first few rounds.” 

Leddy described the 
team’s determination to 
prove themselves this year. 

“After struggling last 
year through some confer- 
ence games and losing in 
the conference final, we 
were ready to prove to ev- 
eryone this year that last 
year was just a ‘hiccup’ and 
we were the best team in the 
Centennial Conference,” 
Leddy said. “Our 9-0-1 re- 
cord certainly proved that 
with all of our wins being 
by a margin of three goals 
or more. Over the past two 
and a half months, we have 
worked hard each and ev- 
ery day to be the team we 
know we can be.” 

According to Leddy, the 
team concentrates on small 
aspects that have hindered 
their success in the past and 
focuses on each individual 
game rather than on the fu- 
ture. “At this point, there is 
not one big thing we focus 
on at practices. Instead, it’s 
just the small things that 
have troubled us at differ- 
ent points of the season,” 
she said. “Ultimately, our 
biggest focus as a team is to 
approach each game as if it 
will be the toughest game 
we have yet to play. We can’t 
look ahead, but instead take 
each game one at a time. Ev- 


-ery other team has the same 
opportunity at this point: 


to win the national cham- 


pionship. In the end, it will» 


come down to who wants 
it more, and that will be the 
team that comes out on top. 
Hopefully, it will be us.” 
Hopkins will return to 
Homewood Field to host 
the 2013 Centennial Con- 
ference Playoffs. The Lady 


Jays will play on Friday, 
_ Nov, 8, as they prepare to 


face off against the winner 
of McDaniel and Muhlen- 
berg. 


WES SRE eh Ce RCI 


in front of a hostile crowd 
earlier this season.” 

The Blue Jays got up 
early, exiting the first quar- 
ter with a 4-1 lead. They 
carried the momentum 
into the half, up 9-5. How- 
ever, that was not enough 
for sophomore Langdon 
Froomer. 

“There's definitely a cer- 
tain sense of pride in play- 
ing George Washington,” 
Froomer said. “It’s always 
a physical and emotional 
game so we weren't satis- 


losing,” de Lyon said. “My 
personal statistics don’t 
do anything to remedy 
the loss. I made plenty of 
mistakes during the game, 
and I just try to focus on 
how to improve from game 
to game. When it’s all said 
and done, though, I was 
just getting ready for the 
next game.” 

According to both (Wes) 
Hopkins and Henrikson, 
the game was character- 
ized by missed opportuni- 
ties. 

“I missed two identical 
shots in a row on the same 
possession that could have 
swung the momentum 
back to us, so for me per- 
sonally, it was that point 
that sticks out as the most 
frustrating,” Hopkins said. 

Henrikson would fin- 
ish the game with 11 saves 
and a steal, while Beal net- 
ted an assist becoming the 
fourth player in program 
history to tally 100 goals 
and 100 assists. 

The focus then shifted 
towards the night game 
against Navy. Beal, in par- 
ticular, stressed the final 
game’s importance. 

“Tt was huge,” Beal said. 
“Tt determined our seed- 


COURTESY OF GUILHERME HUBNER 
The win against George Washington provided a big spark for the Jays. 


fied being up four goals. 
Simply put, we wanted to 
dominate them, not just 
beat them.” 

The team would have 
to dominate the rest of the 
game without its coach, as 
Head Coach Ted Bresnah- 
an got ejected to begin the 
third quarter. 

“Ted and this ref al- 
ways have problems so 
it was a culmination of a 
bunch of calls,” Froomer 


said. “He knows [the red 


card] pumps us up and 
gets the crowd into it so 
that gave us all the ener- 
gy we needed to put them 
away.” 

The Jays would not look 
back, winning the game 17- 
10. Senior Stephen Kingery 
and junior Wes Hopkins 
led the team with four 
goals apiece. To his sur- 
prise, Beal scored the 100th 
goal of his career. 

“To be honest, I had no 
idea that it was my 100th 
goal,” Beal said. “I didn’t 
find out until that night 
when I read it on the ath- 
letic website. I was just try- 
ing to play my game and 
help the team out any way 
I could.” 

The following day, the 
Jays were scheduled to 
play their final two games 
beginning at Mercyhurst. 

“The main goal on Sat- 
urday was to get a win 
against Mercyhurst es- 
pecially because we had 
suffered an upset to them 
last year during our final 
tournament,” de Lyon said. 
“Because I wasn't there for 
the GW game, I was less 
fatigued than the rest of 
the team, so I knew I really 
needed to give everything 
Thad.” 

Although de Lyon and 
freshman Connor John- 


son led the team with two 


goals each, the Jays would 
go on to lose the game 11-6. 
“Personally, I really hate 


ing going into playoffs and 
since we had already beat- 
en them once, we could 
have clearly been ranked 
over them for our South- 
ern Championship tourna- 
ment.” 

While the Jays entered 
the half against Navy tied 
at four, they could not 
keep up in the second half, 
dropping the game 12-8. 
Again, the loss seemed to 
revolve around missed op- 
portunities. 

Between the fourth 
quarters of two Saturday 
games, the Blue Jays were 
outscored 7-2, suggesting 
fatigue may have played a 
role in the losses. 

“A major concern with 
this weekend was that we 
had not played in a full- 
size, deep pool in over a 
month,” de Lyon said. “The 
last time we had played 
in one was the weekend 
against Princeton and 
Bucknell. Since then, we 
had been training and 
playing in a shallow pool, 
which is, frankly, a totally _ 
different sport. It was just 
the nature of our schedule 
that really led to us being 
unprepared for the fitness 
aspect of the game, but 
we'll be ready for playoffs.” 

Henrikson saved 10 
shots and had four steals, 
while Hopkins led the 


team with two goals. 
With the Southern Divi- 


sion Championship begin- 
ning Nov. 8 at Navy, the 
Blue Jays will look to make 
adeep playoff push. 

“If we can manage to 
win [the first round] game 
and one more, we could 
contend for the Southern 
Division _ championship 
and get ourselves in a good 
position to do some dam- 
age at Easterns,” Hopkins 
said. “All the teams are so 
evenly matched that really 
anything | could happen 
this year.” 


Novemser 7. 2013 


SPORTS 


Tur Jouns Horkins Neows-Lerren 


Dip You 
Know? 
W. 
The men’s cross country team 
took the eighth spot in the lat- 
est USTFCCCA Poll, the high- 


est ranking the team has ever 
received in program history. 


CALENDAR 


FRIDAY 
Soccer vs. Muhlenberg, 5 p.m. 


SATURDAY 
Football vs. F&M, 12 p.m. 


W. Soccer vs. CC Tourney, 5:30 p.m. 


pes LA I ao 


Comeback Kid: Wo Wodicka s scores twice in Ath 


BRETT BRODSKY/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 


Down 18-10 entering the fourth quarter, it looked like the Hopkins football team was on the verge 
of its first defeat of the season. The Jays offense had been uncharacteristically stifled by a well- 
coached Ursinus defense. However, with two touchdown catches in the final frame of the game, 
senior receiver Dan Wodicka led Hopkins to a 24-18 comeback win. Please see Page B10 for full 


M. Soccer draws with Cross Country Runners 
Fords in double 0T 


By SCOTT SHEEHAN 
For The News-Letter 


In September the men’s 


soccer team went through | 


a difficult streak, losing 
five straight games and 
closing out the month with 
a 2-6-1 record. It did not 
look like things were go- 
ing to get any easier for the 
Jays, since only one of their 
eight remaining opponents 
had a losing record. The 
team could have accepted 
a losing season, but instead 
with the help of the upper- 
classmen, came _ together 
to fix their season, accord- 
ing to sophomore forward 
Kenny DeStefano. 

This resolve made a 
difference as the Jays 
went on a six game un- 
beaten streak against 
some of the top teams in 
the country, including 
Neumann (7-2-2 at the 
time), Mulenburg (7-5-1 
at the time) and Franklin 
and Marshall (ranked 21st 
in the nation). With all of 
the success of the past few 
weeks the team was final- 
ly becoming what it had 
hoped to be, but players 
knew they would have a 
difficult task against 18th 
ranked Haverford (11-4-1). 

Saturday's game oc- 
curred during Family 
Weekend and was the last 
game of the regular sea- 
son. As a result, despite the 
cold and windy night, one 
of the largest crowds of the 
season came out to support 
the Jays. Hopkins took con- 
trol in the first half with 
nine shots, while Haver- 
ford only mustered five. 
Despite the dominant play 
by the Jays, it appeared that 
the half would end without 
a goal. Instead, DeStefano 
put the ball in the back of 
the net. 

In the 39th minute, soph- 
omore midfielder Nigel Jo- 


seph stole the ball from a 


Haverford defender, hustled 
down the field and crossed 
the ball into the box. It was 
a perfect cross to DeStefano 
who one-timed the pass for 
his fifth goal of the season. 
DeStefano has become one 
of the top players on the 
team this season, but he 
has remained modest and 
always gives his teammates 
the credit they deserve. “I 
laugh though, when people 
congratulate me for scor- 
ing," DeStefano said. "That 
goal was entirely Nigel Jo- 

_seph. All I did was redirect 
the ball. uw 


Thanks to Joseph's run 
and DeStefano’s finish, the 
Jays went into the half feel- 
ing confident and deter- 
mined yet knowing they 
couldn’t let up yet. The 
second half proved to be 
tighter than the first, as the 
two teams constantly pres- 
sured each other. However, 
both teams struggled to 
capitalize on their oppor- 
tunities. It seemed that 


the Jays would pull off an | 


upset until the 81st minute 
when Haverford’s Colin 
Seitz lofted the ball into 
the box where freshman 
Tejan Walcott was stand- 
ing alone. Walcott settled 
the ball and volleyed it 
high into the top of the net 
past goalkeeper Nick Cer- 
rone’s outstretched arms to 
tie the game at one apiece. 

The Jays continued 
to pressure Haverford 
through two sets of over- 
time to finish the game 
with a tie. 

Saturday was full of 
great news for the Jays 
with the return of goal- 
keeper Nick Cerrone, who 
had been out with an in- 
jury since September. He 
seemed to be back in top 
form, playing all 110 min- 
utes and making seven 
saves during the night. 

With the tie, Hopkins 
finishes the regular season 
with a 7-7-2 record — good 
for the fifth seed in the Cen- 


tennial Conference Tourna-_ 


ment. 

Hopkins will play Dick- 
inson in its opener. Ear- 
lier this season, Dickinson 
defeated Hopkins 3-1, but 
DeStefano said he looks 
forward to the challenge. 
“Tm excited to play Dickin- 
son again. The mindset of a 
team going into a (playoff) 
game is huge, and I love the 
underdog mentality,” he 
said. 

Hopkins has also be- 
come a different team since 
the last time it played Dick- 
inson, coming out of each 
game with a more focused 
attitude. “I think we need 
to continue to play our style 
of soccer and focus on our- 
selves,” senior midfielder 
Birin Padman said. “We've 
been doing that lately and 
it has made a huge differ- 
ence.” 

If Hopkins is able to play 
as well as it has been play- 
ing lately and not let Dick- 
inson gain the momentum, 
the team will have an excel- 
lent chance to pull off an 
upset. 


| By DAVID RAUBER 
| Staff Writer 
The Hopkins men’s 


cross country team made 
history at McDaniel this 
past Saturday, winning 
its first Centennial Con- 
ference title in school his- 
tory. The Jays, who won 
the meet with a total of 34 


the proudest moments of 


my life to go up with my 


teammates and_ receive 
that conference trophy for 
the first time in program 
history. I'm glad I got to 
see that happen before I 
graduated.” 

The women’s team had 
an equally impressive 
weekend, winning its sixth 


Held Hockey ends on 
clifficult loss to TONJ 


By RACHEL COOK 
Staff Writer 


Fighting hard to win 
throughout the — entire 
game, the Hopkins field 
hockey team fell just short, 
losing to The College of 
New Jersey (TCNJ) with a 
score of 4-2. Held in Ew- 
ing, NJ., the ninth-ranked 
TCNJ started off the game 
with force. Scoring. in the 
first seven minutes and 
twice in the first 20 min- 
utes, TCNJ came out with 
a 3-0 lead. Two of the three 
goals came from penalty 
strokes, so Hopkins had to 
realize its faults and quick- 
ly get its game in check. 

Stopping the TCNJ Li- 
ons’s run was freshman 
forward Austin Davis. With 
an assist from senior Allison 
Thompson, Davis ended 
the Lions’s run with a goal 


shortly after the 27 minute 
mark. 

It was an impressive goal 
by Davis and her first of the 
season. TCNJ quickly re- 
sponded with an unassisted 
goal at the 38 minute mark 
just three minutes into the 
second half. Hopkins was 
running out of time to cut 
down TCNJ’s three point 
lead. With tight back-and- 
forth play for the remainder 
of the game, the Jays only 
scored one more time with 
an unassisted goal from 
freshman Lindsey Adams. 

The Jays defense fought 
hard to the end, keeping 
the Lions at a score of four 
points. Sophomore  goal- 
keeper Zoey Atabek record- 
ed 11 saves in the game, 
continuing her incredible 
season with a remarkable 
172 total saves. 

Ser HOCKEY, pace B10 


Claim Centennial Title 


er expected to win. As the 
race went on all I could 
think of was that this was 
my last chance to capture 
the title since it's my se- 
nior year." 

Clarke also talked about 
the determination neces- 
sary to finish out the race. "T 
was dreading that final hill 
before the finish through- 


ship title as a team. Cross 
Country is the most team- 
oriented sport that exists 
(yes, I am quite biased), 
but it's true! Having an 
awesome team pushes me 
to run faster and pushes 
Hannah, Annie, Frances 
and all the other girls to 
individually run faster. At 
Regionals in two weeks, 


| points, had five runners straight Centennial Con- out the entire course of I'm hoping to run a sub 21 

place in the top 10. ference title with 17 points. the race, but once I hit it, minute 6k, which would be 
Senior a pretty big 

| Max Rob- personal 
inson led record for 
the Jays, me." 

| finishing Both the 
third with men’s and 
a time women’s 
Of O:0)15 teams will 
sopho- look to con- 
nieOUMrne tinue their 
Schaffer success at 
Ochstein sis ] NCAA Re- 
finished jOnNS) gionals_ in 
fifth with ¢ OP KINS Allentown, 
a time : Pa. on Nov. 
of 26:03; 16. 
junior Clarke 
Austin reflected 
Stecklair on how 
finished the team 
seventh has a great 
witha time chance’ of 
of 26:16; ee es 0 perform- 
and se- HOPKINSSPORTS.COM ing well 
nior Julian For the sixth straight year, the women’s cross country team took home the Centennial Conference title. at the 
Saliani NCAAs. 
finished "I think 
ninth with this year’s 


a time of 26:19. Additional- 
ly, freshman Stefan Arnold 
finished tenth with a time 
of 26:23, which earned him 
the Centennial Conference 
Rookie of the Year honor. 

Dickinson finished 
in second place with 39 
points, while Haverford 
finished a distant third 
with 61 points. 

Although Robinson was 
pleased with his _perfor- 
mance, he was much hap- 
pier about the team victory. 

“I definitely thought 
my race could've gone a 
little better, but after see- 
ing that we had won it re- 
ally didn't matter to me. 
We showed up to win as 
a team and that's what 
we did,” Robinson said. 
“It was definitely one of 


Senior Holly Clarke 
won her first individual 
conference title with a time 
of 22:22, while junior Fran- 
cis Loeb took second with 
a time of 22:29, and sopho- 
more Hannah Oneda took 
third with a time of 22:30. 

Clarke was ecstatic at fi- 
nally capturing the title af- 
ter taking second and third 
the last two years. 

“Tt felt unexpected but 
really satisfying winning 
the individual conference 
title,” Clarke said. “My 
goal was to stick with 
our best runner, Han- 
nah Oneda, and see what 
would happen from there. 
After finishing third in 
2011 and second last year, 
I was hoping for another 
top three finish, but I nev- 


I felt stronger and better 
than I have ever felt at the 
end of a race,” she said. “I 
crossed the finish line feel- 
ing strong and knowing 
that my teammates would 
be right behind me, bring- 
ing it in for our sixth team 
championship.” 

The ladies won the team 
race in a blowout,.as second 
place Haverford finished 
with 55 points and third 
place Dickinson finished 
with 68. While Clarke rec- 
ognized that she does have 
personal goals for the rest 
of the season, she stressed 
the importance of cross 
country as a team sport. 

“My goals for the rest of 
the season are pretty sim- 
ple: to capture the Regional 
and National Champion- 


team has the ability to set 
a record-winning score at 
Regionals and Nationals,” 
Clarke said. “This means 
that we should score the 
lowest amount of points 
based on our places. Every 
girl on our varsity team has 
. the ability to be in the top 
20 at regionals, and I think 
we could get five girls to be 
All Americans this year. I 
was pretty disappointed 
with my race at Nationals 
last year so my goal is for 
some serious redemption 
— perhaps a top 10 finish 
individually! As long as we 
stay healthy and continue 
the momentum that we 
have, we should definitely 
be bringing home the Na- 
tional Championship for a 
second year in a row.” 


mo-“12a— 


Women’s Soccer: Athlete of the Week: Swimming: 
tops in Centennial Max Robinson strong season start 
The Lady Jays soccer With his third place fin- This past weekend the 


team finished off its regu- 


lar season with a stellar 


3-0 victory over Franklin 
& Marshall. Next up, the 
team looks forward to the 
CC Tournament. Page B11 


ish in the Centennial Con- 
ference Championships, se- 
nior Max Robinson led the 
men’s cross country team 
to its first ever Centennial 
Conference title. Page B11 


FS 


Jays swimmers defended 
their home turf against 


Loyola, Marywood and St. — 


Francis (Pa.). Both the men 
and women have been stel- 
lar early on. Page B10 
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ear Hopkins Students, 
Welcome to the anonymous issue of The News-Letter Magazine! 


When we were thinking about putting this issue together, we realized that we wanted to create 
a publication that challenged and questioned traditional journalistic methods. In general, when 
_ journalists publish articles, they attempt to inform the public through the dissemination of verifi- 
able information and well-researched and well-founded opinions. In other words, journalism lives 
in the comfortable space of transparency — people state their sources, quote their informants 
~ and make their writing as clear and accessible as possible. 


Of course this method has endless benefits, but we wanted to create something new. We 
wanted to challenge the idea that writers have to attach their name to their article, their writing 
or their voice. We wanted to see what would happen when ideas came uncommitted to a specific 
voice. We wanted to look at what would occur when people accepted the freedom to complain, 
consider and confess | in complete anonymity. 


In our opinion, the results speak for themselves. In this issue, you will find everything from ‘He. 

~ mundane to the topical, from the lighthearted to the substantial. You will encounter individuals 

grappling with fear and writing about their latest romantic conquest. Our writers are all different, 
and they all come from a separate sphere of Hopkins life. 


That being said, they do have one thing in common: They have decided to express themselves 
and share their stories with the Hopkins community. Each compelling article has a pee voice, 
ang we hope you see as much in each narrative as we > have. 


Thank ea for the support ag happy racing! 


Seca 
Your Ipaponyrious Magazine E Editors: 
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Denying a deeper disorder 


Coming to terms with the darker side of Obsessive Compulsive Disorder 


spend almost every day trying to 
push certain thoughts from my 
mind, but they always find their 
way back. 

These thoughts typically range 
from how the frame on my wall isn’t quite 
straight, to how maybe I need to wash my 
hands one more time, to how I may not 
wake up tomorrow morning. The truth is 
I'm pretty sure I have some form of Ob- 
sessive Compulsive Disorder. I’m just too 
proud to admit it. 

If I were to tell my friends that I had 
OCD, they would probably nod in agree- 
ment, unsurprised. They've all witnessed 
my anal antics: arranging dishes sym- 
metrically on the drip-board once I’ve 
washed them, moving books around my 
workspace so it feels balanced on both 
sides, erasing and writing words until 
they feel “just right.” They chuckle when I 
see something dirty and get an insatiable 
desire to wash my hands. They purposely 
put things too close to my ears because 
they know I'll freak out and imagine 


something getting stuck in my ear canal. 
They joke about how I keep singing that 
one line from that one song over and over 
again. To my friends, they’re just some of 
my quirks. To me, they’re the lighter side 
of what I’m afraid may be a more serious 
issue. 

When most people think of OCD, they 
think of the rituals, or the compulsions: 
flipping light switches on and off, tapping 
bottles five times before they can open 
them, checking every ten minutes to make 
sure the oven is off. Rarely do they think 
of how disruptive those rituals can be to 
someone's life, how upsetting it is to feel 
like you have to perform the ritual until 
you feel okay. In my case, I manage to con- 
trol what I assume are my compulsions 
(unless I’m stressed out, in which case I 
can put off doing work for a couple min- 
utes to an hour by moving things around 
my desk). : 

What I can’t control, and what con- 
cerns me, are my obsessions: the intrusive 
thoughts that I know aren’t socially ac- 
: ceptable, but 
I can’t seem 
to shake. At 
least once 
a day, my 
mind wan- 
ders to a 
dark and 
embarrass- 
ing _ place, 
playing the 
same —_un- 
speakable 
scene over 
and over 
against my 
control. 

I notice it 
happening 
a lot when 
I'm. home 
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during breaks, when my main mode of 
transportation is typically the subway. 
Every time I stand on a platform waiting 
for a train to arrive, the impulse would hit: 
the sudden urge to jump onto the tracks. 
It isn’t uncom- 
mon for people to 
have such a feeling 
without being sui- 
cidal; in fact there 


@@ /t’s just disappointing to 
think that with all the 


gardless of how many times they played 
in your head. Sometimes I feel enslaved to 
my own mind, unable to stop the thoughts 
from intruding and too embarrassed to let 
anyone know. : 

Embarrass- 
ment isn’t the 
only thing keep- 
ing me from dis- 
closing my trou- 


is an expression in time | spend contr olling bles, however. 
French that refers Telling people 
to it, Vappel du vide. what's —_ wrong 
However, not only my ha ir means admitting 
would I get the . that something 
urge, but my mind my makeup and is wrong; any- 


would play a de- 
tailed scene of what 
would happen if I 
gave in to the im- 
pulse: jumping 
off the platform, 
hitting the debris- 
covered tracks, my 
body crunching beneath the oncoming 
train. 

Then it would play again: jump, hit, 
crunch. And again: jump, hit, crunch. And 
my mind would keep “jump, hit, crunch”- 
ing until I was on the verge of tears, either 
from the graphicness of the images in my 
mind or from my inability to stop them 
from reoccurring. The only thing that 
could give me relief would be the arrival 


of the train. I'd board happily, completely 


in denial of the fact that I'd probably en- 
dure the whole ordeal again at some point 
within the next twenty-four hours. 
That's just the tip of the iceberg of the 
type of thoughts that take over my mind. 
Even still, it’s a prime example of the dark 
side of OCD that most people don’t know 
about. Think of how unsettling it would 
be for your mind to constantly betray you 
with thoughts of violent or sexual acts 
that you know you would never do, re- 


my outfits, 


it’s my Mind I should 
be trying to control. 


one who knows 
my true identity 
knows that ad- 
mitting my faults 
is difficult for me, 
99 almost irrational- 
ly so. I put a lot of 
effort into look- 
ing well put-together and seeming too 
laid back to have any real worries; a po- 
tential mental health issue doesn’t quite fit 
in with the look I’m going for. It’s just dis- 
appointing to think that with all the time 
I spend controlling my hair, my makeup 
and my outfits, it’s my mind I should be 
trying to control. 

At some point, though, I may have to ac- 
knowledge a sad reality. Although I haven't 
been diagnosed with OCD, the symptoms! 
experience and the history of psychological 
illness on my father’s side of my family in- 
dicate that there’s a high chance that some- 
thing isn’t quite right. Part of me wants to 
continue on in the comfort of keeping my 
problems to myself, but part of me is hold- 
ing onto the glimmer of hope that someone 
I know is hearing my voice as they read 
this article and is willing to understand 
that there’s a side of me that I've been hid- 
ing for far too long. 
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A confession of devotion to the ultimate roommate 


don’t know where I’d be without 

my roommate. Maybe filling out a 

transfer application, eating alone 

in the cafeteria or even staying in 

my dorm on those Saturday nights 
when it feels like everyone else is out. 
But one thing-is for sure, I’m grateful to 
have my roommate as my best friend, 
and this guy has made my college ex- 
perience much better than what it could 
have been. 

It started back in December dur- 
ing senior year. After the early decision 
news came out, the first thing I saw on 
my Facebook was a message from some 
kid I had taken a summer geometry class 
with back in ninth grade. I knew of him 
but never had gotten the chance to ac- 
tually hang out with the guy. He found 
out that I had also been accepted to 
Hopkins and im- 
mediately asked 
me if I wanted to 
room with him. 
Without _ hesita- 
tion, I said yes. I 
don’t think I had 
the slightest clue 
of what I was get- 
ting myself into. 
As the rest of 
senior year pro- 
gressed, we took 
the initiative to 
hang out so that 
we would get to 
know each other 
better. The fre- 
quency of these 
“hang outs” grad- 
ually increased. 
Next thing I 
knew, we were 
at each other's 
houses. Whether 
it was playing 
basketball or going to parties together, 
there was an instant click between us. 

When we arrived at Hopkins, I don’t 
think either of us knew what to expect. 
I felt like I'd known the guy my whole 
life yet some aspects of him were still a 


BFR 
Fe 


mystery. O-week was the first time we 
really bonded. Going through all the 
mandatory meetings during the day, 
then going out at night and not coming 
back until very late provided us with 
ample time. For those five days or so, 
we were literally together at all hours. 
On one of those days, I believe we spent 
a few hours gathering posters and other 
necessities for our dorm. That expe- 
rience exposed the similarity in our 
tastes and lifestyles. 

When it came to meeting new people, 
we made sure to let everyone know we 
were roommates. At some point people 
had switched up our names and we, not 
finding any issues with it, decided to go 
along. If it was possible to be having a 
little too much fun, I think we would have 
SUE But don’t think it was just con- 
stant partying. In 
terms of study- 
ing and getting 
things done we 
motivated each 
other. We _ had 
the comfort and 
trust to tell each 
other if one of us 
was being an id- 
iot or if one of us 
had been slack- 
ing. Now _ two 
full months into 
school, my room- 
mate and I have 
established hab- 
its that neither 
of us would have 
been able to fol- 
low through with 
had we been on 
our own. We go to 
the weight room 
everyday, he now 
is learning to play 
the piano, and I’m trying to pursue my 
goal of making the hip-hop team. In es- 
sence, he’s really been like a brother to 
me. 

For those who perhaps don’t get along 
with their roommate or just don’t seem 
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to click with them, I can’t even begin to 
imagine how they deal with it. I’ve been 
extremely lucky to have my best bud here 
going through all the aspects of college 
life right beside me. Not a day goes by 
where I don’t think of how miserable my 
time here would be without my homie, 
my broskie, my main man! Nothing re- 
ally beats all those times we chilled in 
our dorm watching episodes from our fa- 
vorite TV show or the times we went frat 
hopping and had the urge to be as loud 
and obnoxious as possible. I can’t count 
the number of instances we’ve repeated 
our inside jokes, rapped/sang along to 
our favorite songs, ate delicious subway 
sandwiches that hit the spot, flexed to 


see who had better biceps, talked about 
cute girls, vented about female problems 
right before falling asleep, or even just 
hyped each other up. 

I’m glad that I have (as he says) a 
“#tightroommate” who’s been able to 
share all of these experiences and mem- 
ories with me. I’m looking forward to 
making even more as the year goes on. 
I know that as long as I’ve got my wing- 
man, everything will be all right. So I 
strongly encourage every person to find 
that best friend if they already haven’t 
because you never know how much of 
an impact they might have on your time 
here at Hopkins. VATOS LOCOS forever 
homes! 
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have dick pics of my professor on 
my phone. I have pictures of my 
professor and his full frontal penis 
on my phone. They are not doc- 
tored, and they are not fake. They 
even feature his face and several other 
indicators of his less-than-secret iden- 
tity. In one, he is pouty. In another, he 
is showcasing the goods to the world. 
Now I suppose I should be fair and 
retire the theatrics and clear the air. 
The pictures were not intended for me. 
In fact, the pictures were intended for 
a separate undergraduate audience, 
someone who held intimate sexual 
relations with him for several weeks. I 
was just the recipient of a forwarded 
message that contained no subject 
line and minimal description. 
At first, 1 admit that it was a shock. 
I had heard rumors about the whole 
professor student fling and the hilari- 
ous supposition that it “must hap- 
pen everywhere.” I had seen this 
professor around campus before and 
even knew about the courses that he 
taught. That being said, he and his 
straight-laced look never struck me 
for the student philandering type. I 
will exclude all of those details for the 
sake of decorum, but lets just say that 
he does not look the part (if there can 
even be a part). 
So what does one do when they 
receive unwanted nudies of a Hop- 


kins professor? I pretended to toy 


with several possibilities, from the 
most mundane to the most extreme. 
What would happen if they found a 
new home on the Hopkins list serve? 
~ What if President Daniels found them 
in an unmarked enveloped on his 
doorstep? What if I left them in an- 
other faculty member’ s mailbox with 
a small note reading, “Took these for 
ou. See you at the department meet- 
ing today. XX" his ; 
The possibilities seemed endless! 
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Sadly though, I am no Blair Waldorf 
and blackmail scheming does not run 
cold through my veins, so the pic- 
tures remained in my inbox and on 
my phone. He should be counting his 
small blessings for that one. 

In truth, my reaction was small and 
simple. I just decided to never take a 


class with him, even if I wanted to or 
even if it fell wonderfully into my class 
schedule. It was a formidable promise 
and it was one that I was going to stick 
to whether it killed me or not. 

Well, it turns out we can’ t always 
get what we want. Blasted core re- 
quirements! The semester after I re- 
ceived the illustrious and unsolicited 
pictures, I needed to fill a requirement 
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I have photos of my professor’s dick on my phone. What about you? 


and, even though I changed my sched- 
ule as much as possible, I could not 
escape the inevitable truth — I would 
be taking a class with the man behind 
the penis pictures. I thought it would 
be funny; I thought it would be a good 
story; I thought it could be some quiet 
entertainment for me. In truth, it was 
none of those things. Almost every 
day, I hated having to go to class and 
listen to him deliver wonderful lectures 
about complicated topics, all the while 
knowing I had seen his nether lands 
and heard tales about his less than 
tame bedroom behavior. (As a small 
caveat, the pictures were later accom- 
panied by several sordid stories about 
his sexual exploits.) 

At the end of the semester, I re- 
ceived the worst grade I have ever 
gotten at Hopkins. It was not a hard 
class at all. I should have received an 
A. I have received A’ s in classes much 
more difficult. Perhaps, I am writing 
this out of partial bitterness for my 
poor grade (I am a Hopkins student 
after all), but I do not think that is it. 
As we get older, it seems we have to 
kill our leaders more and more. You’ re 
probably thinking to yourself: “That is 
a dramatic statement. This guy wasn’ t 
your hero or something. You hadn’ t 
even met him before.” I recognize 
that, and I know it contains a lot of 
truth. But he taught a subject that I 
respect, and he taught about material 
that could have mattered to me under 
different circumstances. 

I still have the photos somewhere 
not because of nefarious reasons. 
I still have the photos because they 
make for a funny story about that 
professor that gave me a bad grade. 
That being said, it did provide me 
with a few unanticipated lessons 
about the people that teach us and 
the people we have been taught to 
respect. : 
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A call for respect: 


his is a piece about respect. 

I respect you, from anony- 

mous writer to anonymous 

reader. I respect that you 

may not agree with me, and 

I respect you for your value and worth 

as a human being regardless of your 

opinions and how they may differ from 

mine. I would be a hypocrite if I were 

here to judge. All l ask is that you humor 

me this once and consider my perspec- 
tive wholly and with an open mind. 

I am here to make a case for chastity. 

First, I want to make myself clear 

about articulating an incredibly im- 

portant yet all too 


you. For those who are happy and truly 
okay with casual sexual relations, I only 
hope that you honestly consider my per- 
spective and do not take my words as 
condemnation of any kind. They are not 
meant to offend. 

If you are considering marriage one 
day, take this moment to indulge in a 
quick thought experiment. Imagine, 
your spouse is out there somewhere 
right now; maybe she is rehearsing for 
a dance concert, maybe he is eating din- 
ner with his parents or maybe she is on 
a date. 

The pair arrives home, maybe a little 
drunk, and _ the 


often overlooked 
distinction be- 
tween chastity and 
virginity. Chastity 


Can we expect to remain 


ty. You know the 


apartment is emp- 


and virginity are 
two very separate 
things. Chastity is 
an active everyday 


faithful to our future %*y-Ate you okay 
A with what happens 

spouses if we explore our next? 
One part of 


sexuality in the habit of 
multiple partners? 


chastity is about 
protecting your fu- 


commitment. Vir- 
ginity, regardless 
of how you choose to define the word, is 
a passive state. Chastity requires disci- 
pline, commitment and can be practiced 
on any given day of your life. From that 
perspective, virginity, in my mind, can- 
not possibly hold the same kind of value 
that chastity does because it does not re- 
quire the same kind of work. 

I open with this distinction to make it 
clear that I am not here to judge you or 
your past. 

Words such as “slut” and “whore” 
are thrown around with careless aban- 
don. This is not okay. There are no sluts 
and no whores on this earth — at least 
I have yet to meet one. For those who 
regret memories from their past (we 
all do, don’t we?) you are not damaged 
goods, and you should never succumb 
to the “oh well” mentality. Your inherent. 
worth is miles above the actions behind 


ture spouse, your 
future marriage 
and the future of the man or woman 
that you are with now. Are you okay 
with your future wife or husband 
bringing memories of past lovers or 
flings into your relationship? Do you 
want the man or woman that your fu- 
ture spouse is with now to protect him 
or her? 

To the men, why would you do some- 
thing with a woman if you would kill 
another man for doing the same thing 
with your sister or with your daughter. 
Apply that same standard to yourself. 
Ask yourself, what kind of man do you 
want to be? What kind of man do you 
want to be remembered for? This is not 
condemnation. This is a call for respect. 

Ask her, “Is this okay?” and allow her 
to say, “yes” instead of waiting for her 
to say “no.” I think many women will 
agree with me that there is a lot of pres- 
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sure to keep going for fear of killing the 
mood. I’ve definitely gone further than 
I wanted to because I honestly felt bad 
about saying “no.” That was a pretty sil- 
ly reason to compromise my values. 

I even challenge men to go a step fur- 
ther and be the one to set the boundar- 
ies in a relationship. I dated a man once 
who set the physical limits in our rela- 
tionship. To be honest, I was initially 
shocked. Then came respect. The way he 
protected me physically was incredibly 
attractive. And look, I get it, locker room 
talk tells men that they are supposed to 
“get some.” But is true respect earned by 
conquering women or protecting them? 

To women, we have a responsibility 
too. Not all'men are pigs; there are great 
guys out there who have a lot to give. 
A close guy friend told me that many 
men push the physical boundaries be- 
cause they are afraid that they will fail 
to please you. 

I heard a quote once: “You can turn 
a man’s head, but you can also turn his 
heart.” I want a guy to notice me be- 
cause I have a genuine smile or a great 
sense of humor not because I happen to 
have a nice rack. 

Leave a little to the imagination. 
There is a misguided belief that being 
a proponent of modesty is the same as 
describing a woman's body as sinful, 
dirty, etc. On the contrary, I think the 
body is the most beautiful thing in the 
world, and it should be protected. I be- 
lieve that the exploitation of the sexual 
beauty of a women’s body furthers the 
culture of objectification. I think that 
many men would agree that women 
are beautiful regardless of the amount 
of clothing she is wearing. Be confident 
in that fact. 

And if you want to dress one way or 
another for your own purposes, help a 
guy out. Protect his heart as you would 
wish he protect yours. 


a case lor chastity 


Look, women (and men) can wear 
what they want and act like they want; 
however, nothing is ever justification for 
objectification or rape. 

There have been many efforts to un- 
link nudity and sexuality — to un-sexu- 
alize the body. But why would we want 
to? Isn’t that the beauty of sexual attrac- 
tion? I believe that nudity and sexuality 
are inextricably and beautifully linked. 
We need to untie nudity and sexuality 
with objectification. 

Chastity is all about discipline. 
Waiting requires discipline, and dis- 
cipline builds character. Good habits 
require strong foundations. Can we 
expect to remain faithful to our future 
spouses if we explore our sexuality in 
the habit of multiple partners? To me 
this seems akin to a cigarette smoker 
who says he will stop smoking once 
he puts a ring on his finger. He may 
have the best intentions and he may 
love the woman who puts the ring on 
his finger, but love is like anything liv- 
ing and takes years of nourishment to 
survive. 

Hugh Hefner once told an inter- 
viewer, “There was no hugging and 
kissing in my home [growing up].” He 
also claimed that, “[He] never found 
the ultimate soul mate.” Strange words 
coming from the king of Playboy man- 
sion. Maybe I am deluded, but to me it 
sounds like the man of no-strings-at- 
tached sex is out there just looking for 
love. 

Honestly, I think we are all just look- 
ing for love, but sex is just easier to come 
by. As a society, we don’t think about 
sex enough. We fantasize about it, joke 
about it, but we never really think about 
it and what it means. Casual sex is in- 
stant gratification. 

Love, like chastity, takes discipline, 
hard work, patience and commitment. 
Without love, sex is just...sex. 
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I have way too many I have a legitimate hand 
walks of shame from fetish/got my first kiss 


They called me 
“Sunshine” in middle 
school. 


a child because I really 


liked Ace bandages. AMR II as a sophomore. while watching SAW in 


theaters. 


parents. 
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I flew to California 
I’m failing my lama I secretly love | listen to Korean this weekend 
classes. hypochondriac. ——-— > Pop music. without telling my 
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SHARE THEIR OWN SECRETS 


cause I'm afraid bugs 


| ran into the wall at the Mruafraid of edanc 
will crawl in my ears. 


entrancefromBrodytothe 


Library. My lip bled and | 
ge sls myglasses. 
Once | was mad | killed my cousin’s 
My best friend at at my mom sol ||I’ve ie two nose|_ |! hate one pees: my} | goldfish by over- 
Hopkins is my dog. | |stepped ona crack ie co- pees: feeding it and 
never told him. 
ees ee he nderoround ————— eee 
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In middle school, | 
had an imaginary 


Sometimes | sleep 
with headphones be- 


girlfriend. 
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Should our sense of worth be tied to romantic relationships? 


‘ve always assumed that I’d have 

a family in the future. “When I 

have kids” and “when I get mar- 

ried” are sentence-starters I hear 

thrown around a lot, strangely by 
males and females alike. I, myself. used 
to phrase a look into my future in this 
way, but lately, the habit just makes me 
feel uncomfortable. 

After splitting up with my boyfriend 
of almost a year, I began to consider the 
age-old question: What if I die alone? 
Upon voicing this concern to friends 
and my very patient mother over the 
phone, immediate responses included 
rejections of the notion that I would 


never “find someone” and reminders 
of “how awesome” I am — “no one as 
beautiful and funny and smart as you 
could end up alone,” my male friend, 
who has wanted to marry me since 
sophomore year of high school, said. The 
sincerity seemed genuine, but the words 
just seemed so vapid. I spent most of 
my breakup mourning period watching 
sitcoms on Netflix, most of which entail 
young adults unsuccessfully looking for 
love. Often a few people in whatever 
group is in the show will find happy re- 
lationships; however, just as often, some 
of the audience favorites will not. Even 
in Friends, one of the most iconic shows 


Balancing school and a boyfriend: 
You should always choose love 


came into the C71 study room, 

and there was an Asian women in 

there. I told her I had it reserved 

and that she had to leave. She 

was getting all ready to leave and 
packing up her stuff, and I was texting 
but not really; I was 
actually pretending to 
text because I didn’t 
know what else to do. 
Then the woman asked 
me if I had a boyfriend 
and I was like. . uhhh 
sort of. She started 
asking me how I balance school and a 
boyfriend, and is it weird that she wants 
to look good for a guy and she is buying 
new clothes — but not to worry she is 
being frugal — and she met him at some 


Then she 


was 
ABOUT MY MCATS,” and I was 
like 30 years from now you are 
going to hate yourself for not 
dating him or trying to. 


latino church thing, and he speaks Span- 
ish. Then she started saying how her 
hormones are going crazy for this guy, 
and I was like well fuck it man go for it. 
Then she was like, “WHAT ABOUT MY 
MCATS,” and I was like 30 years from 
now you are going to 
hate yourself for not 
dating him or trying 
to. And then I thought 
who the actual fuck 
am I to be giving ad- 


like, “WHAT 


balancing life, and I 
just couldn't believe I said something so 
cliché like, “think about yourself in 30 
years, CHOOSE LOVE” but then I real- 
ized that you should choose love. 

You should always fucking choose love. 
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vice about love and. 


The Underground 


with some of the most adored characters 
of all time, some of our favorite charac- 
ters leave the last episode sans partner. 
We never even know if the Ross and Ra- 
chel struggle resolves itself, though ev- 
eryone prays that it will. So if fictional 
characters created for the sake of being 
loved are written to eternally search for 
love, what makes everyone so sure that 
I'll find it? 

The truth of the matter is, I could 
very well end up alone. That isn’t to say I 
would never have another relationship or 
another love, but why is it so certain that 
I'll get married? Or find the absolute true 
love of my life and stay with him? It is 
certainly the first time in my life that I’ve 
considered this possibility. My mom al- 
ways taught 
me to make 
sure that I 
can support 
myself and 
to not rely 
on a man for 
anything. I 
don’t think 
I really took 
this in until 
now. After 
loosing my 
boyfriend 
this year and 
realizing the 
time I had 
sacrificed on 
him (with 
not much in 
return) that 
could have 
been spent 
on develop- 
ing myself 
instead, I am 
terrified of 


what could happen in the future. 

Perhaps I'm naive, but I’ve always felt 
that without love, life isn’t really worth 
much. I guess now I have to reform my 
notion of worth. Alone, I am struggling 
to find what is going to fulfill me to the 
point at which I will no longer feel like 
life wouldn't be worth enjoying with- 
out romantic love. Maybe it will be a 
career path, maybe it will be more peo- 
ple I meet along the way, but as it turns 
out, I haven’t developed myself as well 
as I thought. Maybe for this reason I 
shouldn't be in a relationship for a while 
anyway. Again, naive, but I still believe 
(after all of this) that there’s someone 
out there for me. I just don’t know if I’m 
ready to find him. 


HOLLY BROCKEROFF for The News-Letter 
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Using pain and aggression to spice up your sex life 


Sex, for most, involves a lifetime of steadily pushing your limits to 
discover which bedroom elements best suit you. Even minor modifi- 
cations can make a huge difference; lift this knee, put a pillow under 
here, slightly arch your back, bend forward a little more — you un- 
derstand. 

With practice comes skill. The more you do it, the better (if you take 
notes and learn from your mistakes) you'll become. 

One surprising discovery has made a world of difference between 
the sheets (against the wall, on your desk or whatever other reachable 
surface you're conquering). The secret is that your guy doesn’t mind 
a little pain. In fact, he’s likely to thrive on it. Claw, bite, pull — what- 
ever you're capable of — and expect his performance to impress. 

It’s true; one way to drastically improve your sex life is to spice 
things up with physical ferocity. The second you start clawing down 
his back, he’ll start thrusting harder. Pull his hair, and he'll tighten 
his grip on your hips. Put your teeth to work biting his neck and 
chest, and you're sure to elicit a low moan. Each source of pain acts 
as a switch, turning him on and increasing the sexual rigor. Don’t be 
afraid to press his buttons and reap the benefits. 

There are many benefits and reasons to inflict pain during sex. 
Firstly, it stops you from making as much noise. Your roommate is eat- 
ing dinner right outside the bedroom door, doing work in the living 
room or maybe even sound asleep on a twin bed a few feet away — 
you'll need a way to reduce the noise without blaring music or busting 
out the old ball-gag. 

A great way to minimize your moans and screams is to express 
your pleasure by hurting your partner. Instead of screaming for more, 
drag your nails down his back — he’ll get the message. Cover your 
mouth by biting his neck. Focusing on pulling his hair will distract 
you from telling him to go harder. And believe it or not, he'll love it! 


Guys love to feel capable, strong and robust. They like knowing 
that they can handle whatever you bring to the table. They enjoy see- 
ing the way you react to their delivery. They want to have battle scars; 
it makes them feel accomplished. Show him exactly how good it feels. 

A major fear on your end might be that you'll hurt your partner. 
Don’t worry about it. Your guy isn’t fragile (and if he is, you should 
upgrade to something a little more durable). When his adrenaline is 
pumping in the heat of the moment, he'll hardly feel the pain you're 
inflicting. You're both likely to be shocked by the marks you've 
left when the deed is done, because he didn’t realize that you were 
scratching and biting so hard. 

If you feel guilty about the many red scratches streaming down his 
shoulders and back, feel free to kiss them all after you've finished. No 
harm done. 

Sex is primitive. We have innate needs to satisfy and be satisfied. 
If you can’t understand why- you feel the need to inflict pain with ag- 
gressive vigor, just remember that we have animalistic roots. We find 
ourselves in heat and we pounce (or bounce) on the opportunity. 

Go for a walk on the rough side, and give this method a shot. If you 
enjoy the results (as I expect you will), feel free to start experimenting 
with props. 


WARNING: DOMESTIC ABUSE IS A LEGAL CRIME. 
SECOND WARNING: DON’T TAKE THE PAIN TOO FAR. KEEP IT 


SEXY. IF YOU FIND YOURSELF PUNCHING HIM IN THE FACE IN 
THE MIDDLE OF BANGING, YOU'VE GONE TOO FAR. 


THIRD WARNING: STAY AWAY FROM HIS GENITALIA. PAINFUL- 
INFLICTION IS BANNED FROM THE NETHER REGIONS. 
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—prepared fresh throughout the day —big selection of organic 
foods wRY—full cases, more favorites —LED.-lit case full of favorites, 
including our new local loves from Taharka and Prigel Creamery —our sig- 
nature sandwich that’s dedicated to you, loved by you — yummy Paninis and home- 
made salads, like our fab shrimp —best buy in town at only $7.99 

: AY —free 12-0z. coffee w/ breakfast sandwich '3—JCash and 
10% discount on purchases over $10 with 


the JHU Alumni Discount Card; Sandwich DD | mas MARKET 


Club Card for $6 off your 8th sandwich — CHARLES : VILLAGE 


1 Weekly in-store specials—www.eddiesmarket.com 
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I don't really like parties... 


It gets too loud. 

And I don’t mean the music or 
the laughter or even the catcalls. 
It’s not the things everyone else 
can hear; it’s what I hear. You're 
awkward. That joke was so dumb. 
Youre bigger than all these girls. 
Youre in the way. You look ridic- 
ulous. No one likes you. You're a 
burden. 

It gets too loud so I just walk 
outside, into the night, and try to 
figure out whether I feel lonelier by 
myself or with a crowd of people, 
and I honestly can’t give you an 
answer. Because it’s not like it sud- 
denly becomes silent, no. They’re 
gonna think youre being dramatic. 
You are being dramatic. Youre fine. 
What the hell are you doing? You're 
just gonna make them worry, and 
they'll think you're so damn weird 
when you can’t even explain what's 
wrong. You're such a burden. 

It gets too loud on my own, with 
nothing else to drown it out, so I 
walk on the sidewalk outside Pike 
and sit on the curb, feeling the beat 
from inside reverberate in the con- 
crete and shake my chest. Fresh- 
men walk by, high on the freedom 
of college, high on the vibration of 
the speakers and the endless sup- 
ply of drinks. Some of them are 
just high, reeking of the intoxicants 
theyre too absorbed in to smell 
anymore. They’re too high on ev- 
erything to feel anymore. I want to 
be like that, but I’m too scared. 

It’s funny. I’m scared of some 


smoke and sometimes a little too 
much to drink, but I’m not scared 
to bleed. I clasp my hands together 
and trace a finger along the pale 
scar on the back of my left hand. 
Eight years, six months, twelve 
days and roughly seven hours ago. 
I was twelve and so shocked that I 
went to the nurse and told her I'd 
gotten cut on the edge of a binder. 
My dad thought it was a cigarette 
burn, which is kind of funny — or at 
least is supposed to be — so I laugh 
whenever he says it looks like one. 

I realize I’m starting to use my 
nail and put my hands under my 
butt. I hear someone call my name, 
but it’s a slurred voice so I know if I 
nod, that’ll be good enough. What 
are you doing? You look pathetic. 
Or like you drank too much. It’s 
embarrassing. What if a cop sees 
you? Right outside Pike too. You're 
such a fucking burden. 

It gets too loud so I get up and 
walk back to Commons, walk to 
the elevator, walk to my suite, close 
my bedroom door behind me and 
start slipping out of my clothes. I 
try not to look at my stomach, or 
my knees, or my hands, or any- 
where really, and I wrap myself 
with a towel. The water is too hot 
and my skin screams a bright red 
as I step in, but it’s screaming 
louder than the voices are. I sit on 
my hands again and let my hair 
fall in front of my face. I won't do it 
tonight. I won't do it tonight. 

I'll try not to do it tonight. 


The Underground 
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CONFESSIONS OF A SERIAL KISSER 


en I was four years old, 
I had a problem that 
perpetually troubled my 
parents and teachers: I 
liked to kiss boys. A lot. 

I would saunter into pre-kindergarten 
class everyday, and during the minutes of 
morning free play, I would linger around 
the boys. I would play cars with them, we 
would build blocks, and without warning, 
I'd approach one of my playmates, come 
up right next to him and plant one on his 
cheek. Or mouth. 

Why did I fall for the males so easily? 
It probably had something to do with the 
gender composition of my class. Eight boys 
and two girls — including me — meant 
that I was already spending a lot of time 
with boys, so maybe it was inevitable that 


our play would turn from make-believe 
baseball players to make-believe husband. 

Or maybe it was residual memories 
from time spent with my first boyfriend, 
when we were both two years old. Al- 
though I don’t remember any of those 
times, the photographic evidence convinc- 
es me that we were very close. There are 
about a dozen photos of the two of us peck- 
ing kisses in our houses, in our backyards, 
in the car, at various locations around the 
city. And I’m pretty certain that our par- 
ents encouraged this romantic behavior if 
only for the cuteness factor. 

So when I found myself in a classroom 
that was 80 percent male, it probably just 
seemed natural for me to want to kiss them. 
And they enjoyed it! I don’t remember any 
protests. I never got in any fights because 
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of unwanted attention. But I don’t want to 
blame the boys here because it wasn’t ever 
their fault. I was always the one to initiate 
it, whether “it” was a spontaneous pucker 
or an elaborate game of house. I take full 
responsibility for any emotional damage I 
may have inflicted upon them and for any 
discomfort I may have caused. 

I also want to take this opportunity to 
formally apologize for single-handedly 
transmitting the influenza virus to eight 
innocent boys. (This is the story that my 
mother tells whenever she can find a way 
to wiggle it into a conversation.) That was 
definitely the low point of my so-called 
love life. It was December, at the height 
of both my boy craze and the cold and flu 
season. I came to preschool with an in- 
cubating virus and carelessly spread my 


germs around. Kids are naturally messy 
and unhygienic, but this was a whole new 
level. Over the next two weeks, every sin- 
gle one of those eight boys was home sick, 
and the teachers had no doubts about who 
was to blame. 

My ridiculous habit thankfully came 
to an end after the flu.episode, when my 
teachers, my parents and the parents of 
the other kids intervened and actively 
discouraged kisses of all kinds. It was 
brief phase, and I would have grown out 
of it eventually, but I like to think that it 
was a formative experience in my child- 
hood. At that age I was the most social 
and friendly as I have ever been in my 
life. Hopefully, I left my male colleagues 
with some happy memories in addition to 
the runny noses. 


ANNIE RHEE for The News-Letter 
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Fantasy Football: The cruelest game of all 


ile it may appear that 

Fantasy Football is sim- 

ply fake football or a 

complete waste of time, 

hundreds of thousands of 

millions of avid football fans come togeth- 
eras one by drafting professional players 
tomake an ultimate team on the quest for 
fantasy championship glory. In concept, 
the idea seems so trivial and pointless. 
And yet, it’s incredibly enjoyable. It gives 
you a reason to turn on the action every 
Sunday to see how your team is doing. It 
compels you to route for teams you've de- 
spised your entire life just to see a receiver 
score a beautiful touchdown. In the end, 


~ 
~ 


EE—E—————————— ae 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


the fantasy community brings them to- 
gether in some of the greatest competition 
and tightest rivalries. 

Again, some people take one look 
at this concept and call it the dumbest 
thing in the entire world. And the sur- 
face, those people may be right: who 
would care about drafting a fake team 
to compete against other fake teams and 
win a fake championship? The cham- 
pionship doesn’t even have a true pur- 
pose. However, these people do not un- 
derstand the beauty behind fantasy. . 
‘it’s all about bragging rights. It’s about 
being able to gloat to all of your friends 
that you have the best team at the end 
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ANNIE RHEE for The News-Letter 


The Underground 


of the day (even if your win is based off 
of sheer luck, which most fantasy games 
are decided by). It takes a large amount 
of dedication to be a fantasy aficionado. 

In fact, the concept of fantasy football 
became so damn popular that televi- 
sion and broadcasting programs such as 
ESPN, NBC Sports, Yahoo.com and NFL. 
com had to hire analysts strictly for the 
purpose of predicting certain fantasy 
outcomes and individual player perfor- 
mances in a given week. Some fans en- 
trust their entire fantasy season to the 
analysis provided by these so called 
“experts.” These analysts have the job 
of making predictions, holding talk and 
radio shows and answering relentless 
questions on how to win the champion- 
ship. It’s amazing to see how the popu- 
larity’of this phenomenon has grown 
since its creation. 

In ways, fantasy sports are awesome. 
It gives people an incentive to follow 
more than just their hometown team. 
It allows friends to compete against 
one another in some friendly competi- 
tion (although sometimes it gets really 
f**king heated). It brings fans together 
in ways that were never possible before. 
And yet, fantasy can also drive people in- 
sane. It can cause fans to curse out some 
of the most talented players in the league 
for dropping the game-winning pass in 
the end zone. It can bring fans to their 
knees, crying hysterically and yelling at 
their TV and computer screens simulta- 
neously. Essentially, it can frustrate the 
hell out of you. When you win, you get to 
assert that you are arbitrarily more tal- 
ented or smarter than your friends. And 
when you lose, your friends get to rub it 
all back in your face. Fantasy is a very 
love-hate relationship. 


Fantasy gives people redemption when 
their team is having a dreadful season. 
When the Giants started off 0-6 this sea- 
son, many New York fans were doubting 
whether or not to even turn on the TV, let 
alone being tempted to break in whenever 
Eli Manning threw an interception. But 
fantasy always brought those angry fans 
back, not to mention that the Giants have 
now won two in a row. 

Fantasy teams cause fans to follow 
more teams intently instead of only 
watching their personal favorite team 
every week. So while many people may 
not see the value of this so called “fake 
football,” those individuals simply do 
not know what they’re missing out on. 
It doesn’t drive people apart. It brings 
people together more than ever. That be- 
ing said, fantasy is never easy. No mat- 
ter how much strategy is considered, no 
matter how many analysts’ ideas are tak- 
en into account, it is impossible to pre- 
dict whether or not a player is going to 
do well in a given week. No one certainly 
predicted that Peyton Manning would 
throw six touchdown passes during the 
first game of the season against the Ra- 
vens. No one would have predicted that 
Jamaal Charles would average over 17 
fantasy points a game eight games into 
the season. In the same context, no one 
would’ve predicted that RGIII would 
go into a sophomore slump. It’s a cruel 
game filled with lots of guessing and a 
ton of luck. So to all of those millions of 
people who struggle with fantasy, you 
are not alone. Keep fighting the good 
fight: who knows? Maybe one day, you'll 
be lucky enough to be the champion in 
your league. . .and immediately rub it in 
your friends’, and sometimes family’s, 
faces. 
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A letter to the Charles Village Community 


ear Charles Village 
Community: 


I get why it must 
be so awful to live around the 
Homewood Campus. Between 
the weekend evenings where the 
streets of your neighborhoods are 
lined with drunken teenage girls 
shouting loudly at each other 
and the frequent sounds of large 
groups of people congregating to- 
gether in small rowhouses, it’s no 
wonder that so many denizens of 
this lovely Baltimore community 
frequently band together to make 
complaints to the Hopkins ad- 
ministration. 

And yet, in my four years at 
Hopkins, I have been continually 
baffled by the rate of complaints 
and the rate of University re- 
sponse. After all, it is indeed true 
that Hopkins provides Charles 
Village with some bad things — 
namely drunk kids on weekends 
— but is it not true that the good 
vastly outweighs the bad here? 
Not only is the Homewood Cam- 
pus probably the cultural hub of 
the entire city, hosting a vast ar- 
ray of academic and mainstream 
speakers, but it also provides a 
free security service which pa- 
trols the Charles Village com- 
munity with infinitely more vigi- 
lance than the Baltimore Police 
Department. 


+. 


So why does Hopkins, one of 
the top 15 schools in the country, 
suffer from peor neighborhood 
relations? Could it be, perhaps, 
the sports teams and fraternities 
are not morally bankrupt insti- 
tutions but merely host events 
for large swaths of the student 
organization because nothing 
else exists in Charles Village that 
vaguely replicates a college ex- 
perience? The three bars — PJs, 
Maxies and CVP — are not any- 
thing to write home about and 
can only host probably between 
40 and 80 people each. It honestly 
could not be more expected that 
these organizations would exist 
to fill in the void left by the lack 
of a nightlife culture and simply 
shouting at the heads of these or- 
ganizations accomplishes noth- 
ing practically, as they will con- 
tinue to have these events until 
they are forcibly removed by the 
community, at which point the 
party culture will translate else- 
where on campus. 

Hopkins itself does little or 
nothing to ameliorate this issue. 
Even assuming that only roughly 
40 percent of the student body is 
able to drink given the drinking 
age (in my experience, a hilari- 
ously naive assumption) there 
must be much more thought 
given to how to allow for a better 
college experience at Hopkins. 
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Surely any denizen of the city of 
Baltimore knows how unreliable 
the buses are, so it is unlikely 
that anyone would take the 11 
down to the Inner Harbor if they 
felt like a night out. Why, then, 
is it too much to ask for there be 
buses to take students into Fell’s 
Point or Fed Hill if they want to 
go to a decent bar? It seems a hi- 
larious oversight and one which 
breeds contention in the commu- 
nity. 

Based on conversation with 
alumni, these concerns with the 
community never used to be as 
big an issue. I’m not sure why 
that is the case — perhaps it was 
just a different time — but the 
fact is that these community con- 
cerns are inevitable given the way 
Hopkins is currently structured. 
Hopkins can be a miserable, mis- 
erable place: a bubble of homoge- 
neity that sucks the culture and 
life out of its students through a 
steady course-load of boredom 
and nights in the library. This, I’m 
sure, is true of any top-tier uni- 
versity. What I think is less true is 
the student life at any given other 
university. Take, for example, the 
hilarious lack of food options in 
Charles Village: With no less than 
seven sandwich options against 
maybe three different types of 
food, your diet is going to suck 
in Charles Village. So when one 


hears that there was an option of 
building a grocery store with a 
built-in movie theatre across the 
street from Charles Commons 
(a lot which has hilariously laid 
empty my whole Hopkins experi- 
ence) and it was blocked due to an 
utterly unreasonable community 
demand that Eddie’s not be driv- 
en out of business, it is difficult 
not to feel angry toward the com- 
munity itself. 

So, it seems, everyone is at fault 
here. The students should not be 
getting loud, rowdy and destruc- 
tive in a very nice neighborhood 
of Baltimore full of law abiding, 
decent people. The administration 
should pay much more attention 
to the lack of nightlife, dining and 
“fun” things to do on campus. 
And the community simply needs 
to come to an understanding that 
they are existing within this Hop- 
kins bubble with us, and simply 
yelling at the students to change 
won't actually change anything, 
nor does blocking construction of 
student friendly establishnients 
like grocery stores and fast food 
restuarants. 

In essence, nobody is budging 
here. By refusing to acknowledge 
the reality of the situation, the 
long-term players (community 
and administration) will not ever 
get anywhere by trying to stop 
kids being kids. 
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A Halloween Hookup in Heaven 
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o it was Halloween. Every- 

one was scrambling to get 

their costumes prepared, 

getting ready for Ehaeiy night 

with high expectations. The 
sun was beginning to set and scat- 
tered groups of monsters started to 
line St. Paul’s Street. 

This year, I decided to be a baby. 
After comipieans my last midterm 
of the week that morning, I figured 
that strapping on a towel and pre- 
tending it’s a diaper would pitas 
for the chaos of Oct. 31st. In the 
mirror, my costume looked awe- 
some. I mean, it did not take much 
effort but I knew this costume 
would be great. 

When IJ arrived at Fell’s with my 
. friends, I immediately realized the 
flaw in my costume’s design: the 
\ cold. In just a retend diaper, my 

“upper half was left to face the cold 


. 


autumn winds. But by this point, 
4. _ nothing would limit my excitement, 
“% , not evén_my hard nipples. I was 
“determiné@hto make this Hallow- 
eén one for thehistory books. After 
weeks,of stress, ‘hwas going to let 
loose. Aftyways, my,gam class got 
cancelled! * 
%, As I was walking through the 
crowded mob of characters, I caught 
: sight of an angel in my peripheral 
“=. vision. The vixen awas wearing a 
fluffy white top that only covered 
her breasts along with a fluffy mini 
skirt. Her outfit wastopped off with 
‘4 shining halo. She was, beautiful. 
When our eyes met, it wag as if Van 
Aainted fireworks above our 
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surprise, she was walking towards 
me. 

“I like your costume,” she whis- 
pered in my ear. I didn’t know what 
to say, so I just nodded my head 
and ginned. 

“T said, ‘I liked your costume!” she 
repeated, this time more militant. 

“Thank you,” I responded while 
holding eye contact with her. “I like 
your costume too.” 

To this, she started smiling. 

“l’ve seen you around,” she said 
as she prabbed my side. 

“Yeah,” I replied. “Aren’t you my 
guardian angel?” 

She must have a very shrewd 
sense of humor because this joke 
made her crack up. After calming 
herself from the laughing spree, 
she brought her face close to mine. 


Our lips met and immediately her yA 
tongue was down my throat. Hep” 


tongue tasted like sour skittles. g 
“Let’s go back to my place,’ # 


ing me of the costuge had spent} 


heaven.” la 


“Meow,” I parred. 


minutes creating, “You are comifig to 


The taxi ride to heaven was one ig 
ant make-out session. I mightHave 
even copped a feel at this time. I can’t 


her. oo yd 
“No, you baby,” she sa#d, remind J 


. rok 


Cae 


"Re er 


really remembéx,— sorry, not sorry,.... P 


Heaven was» 


off my any and touch my body. 


“Your ipples are so hard,” she 
said. It was true, the night“was so 
cold. we 

eplied ina ~ 


“So ig my wee-wee,” I 
suave# » 
ave 
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Hampden. We went through the 
red door and she proceeded to take 
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Head over to HellWell and get tested for STDs because you never know 


One college student's tale of STD testing at the Health Center and the peace of mind the results can give you 


ast month, amidst a flurry of mid- 
terms and essays, my friend and I 
made the trek to HellWell together. 
I had scheduled an appointment 
to get STD tested, and she tagged along in 
the hopes of saving a few bucks and getting 
a free pregnancy test. We knew that Hell- 
Well offered these services because another 


half for the next available time, at which 
point she gave up and went home to wait 
it out. (Unrelated lesson: always make a 
HellWell appointment.) 

I received my results through Hell- 
Well’s super-secret messaging service 
(presumably to prevent surprise “you have 
gonorrhea” emails from popping up in 

class), and phew, I 


was clean. I hadn’t 
been _ particularly 
concerned, but 
with the scary STD 
rumors forever cir- 
cling campus, it’s 
better safe than 
sorry. My friends 
and I joked about 
it later, and after 
interrogating the 
secretary to make 
sure it would 
show up as only a 
“health service,” I 
sent the bill to my 
parents. 

Yes, I realize I 
sound “ridiculous, 
but the moral 
here is that I do 
not have an STD, 
and you very 
well could, unless 
you're having safe 
sex (every time!) 
or have also been 
tested recently. 
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friend, who has been getting her birth con- 
trol pill there since our AMR II days, had 
also recently been tested. Id like to think 
we’re more proactive than slutty. 

We sat in the “well” section and played 
some casual candy crush as we waited to 
be called on. I was one of the first, but my 
friend, who had neglected to make an ap- 
pointment, waited almost an hour and a 


Like most “I 

could have an 

STD” _ stories, it 

all starts with a condom — or rather, a 


lack thereof. This is ironic because you 
can pretty much find a condom just about 
anywhere around campus. They sell them 
in all three of the markets within walking 
distance from our apartments, and if you’re 
really desperate, there’s always the library, 
where they now give them out on levels A 


through D. “I don’t have a condom” is truly 
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no longer an excuse at Hopkins. 

So, let’s say your Saturday night hookup 
does happen to have a condom in his bed- 
side table. Will he use it? Will you remem- 
ber if he used it? The next morning could go 
something like: “I think we used a condom 
last night, but I’m not really sure because 
I was blackout drunk.” This is bad. You 


should acknowledge that this is bad and 
work to remember the details next time. 

However, all is not lost because Hell- 
Well offers STD testing for a special re- 
duced student price, with the added bonus 
of not spreading gonorrhea to the rest of 
the sexually active, partner-swapping stu- 
dent body. 


A letter to a pompous fuck 


Dearest Pompous Fuck, 

I could go on a long and explicit 
rant about how you’re an egomaniac. 
Talk about how you act like your dick 
is the length of the math equations 
you solve. But I won’t. The thing is, I 
almost feel bad for you. Almost. But 
you are just enough of an anus that 
I don’t. 

I digress. 

I’ve decided to approach this situ- 
ation as the mature mini adult that 
I am. I have compiled a list of social 
skills that may be useful to you in fu- 
ture one-on-one human interactions. 
Generally I’m not qualified to give con- 
versational advice, but you actually 
suck more than me and that is saying 
a lot. Sample conversation from last 
year: 

Me: Oh wow, that’s a nice drawing! I 
didn’t know you could draw! 

You: Thank you 

Seems good right?! 10 minutes later 
you decided to revisit my compliment: 

You: I feel I must correct you as I 
am not just good at drawing, I can 
also (you proceeded to list things you 
were good at). 

Me: I feel like you didn’t have to cor- 
rect me at all. You should really work 
on that ego ... 

You: *quote about modesty* 


Me? sv 

You: I believe I just quoted my own 
poetry. 

Do you see what you did here? You 
were a fuck-head. 

So now I’m done with being a ma- 
ture mini adult because honest-to- 
God this is the only advice I want to 
give you: 

Don’t talk because when you do 
you turn each and every thing you say 
into shit-filled self-propaganda. 

When you speak, your words sound 
like metal chairs make being dragged 
across linoleum. The words you use 
are slaves: you abuse them, think- 
ing they should feel privileged to have 
escaped your thin, tight lips. You spit 
out words like a cat spits up hairballs; 
you retch them up and feel satisfied, 
but everyone else is disgusted at the 
mess you made. Can we really get 
mad, though? It isn’t your fault you 
grew up to be such an insecure know- 
it-all. No one was there*to shove your 
vomit back down your throat so you 
could properly digest what it is you are 
saying. 

So that is what this letter is. I hope 
you are literally eating your words. 
Chew them, swallow them and recog- 
nize the only person who enjoys them 
is you. 
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he ignorant college freshman 
gets a nice stack of advice 
from their “wise” adult coun- 
terparts. Usually the advice 
has to do with remembering 
to go to class and to wear underwear 
under skirts. Followed by the futile 
(but standard) attempt to dissuade their 
youngster from illegal and disgraceful 
activities: drugs, alcohol, anal fisting 


veryone remembers Ross from 
Friends. You always wanted 
him to get with Rachel, blah, 
blah, blah, but HOLY HELL 
was he annoying when he en- 
tered a room. “Heeeeyyyy guuuuuys,” 
just begging for some sympathy and 
pity. What's wrong with a normal, “Hey, 
what's up? How is everyone ELSE doing 
today?” 

We all know people like this who only 
_ think about themselves first. Then, maybe, 

_ their minds will make the leap to some- 
one else's feelings or day or life. Instead 
of reaching a problem through normal, 
__ friendly conversation, it has to be imme- 
_ diately fished out with a plaintive whine. 
___ This same person asks for favors in a 
similar manner. “Heeeeyyyyy, whatcha 
 doooooooin right now?” Then finally it 
_ ets to, “Could you maybe sort of pos- 
_ sibly almost do me a tiny itsy bitty eeny 
Pe Weeny faaaaaavor?” After a while, you 
_ Tecognize this more quickly and. mid- 
: _ “Heeeeeeyyyy” you immediately ask 
_ What they want. 
To some degree, everyone is selfish 
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— you know, the works. I was no excep- 
tion, in fact my father created a series 
of lectures and gave them numbers so 
instead of having to repeat “alcohol is a 
depressant and you are depressed so use 
your goddamn brain” he would just say 
“lecture number 4,” and I would roll my 
eyes like a dutiful, angst-filled teenager 
must. My mom, however, has a way of 
knowing exactly what I do not want to 


The Ross Syndrome: 
Overly seli-centered triends 


in conversation. Everyone has, at least at 
some point, been talking to someone and 


instead of truly listening to what they are | 


saying, are thinking to themselves what to 


say next. Everyone's done it. That doesn’t | 


make it ok. 

We, as a society, are not only dumbing 
down and almost eliminating meaningful 
face-to-face conversation but are becom- 
ing more and more selfish on the rare oc- 
casion that we do use it. 


about yourself for two minutes and actu- 
ally listen to what the other person is say- 
ing. 

This is something we've all heard and 
could try just an iota harder to enact. It 
truly is that not hard. Instead of greeting 
your roommate with a mournful whine, 
ask them how their day was first. It will 
go a long way. ; 

There’s a reason we have that silly lit- 
tle saying about having two ears and one 
mouth makes listening twice as impor- 
tant. 

(Apologies to anyone with fewer than 
two functioning ears.) 
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talk about and then bringing it up when 
I am unable to run away. The stars had 
aligned perfectly for her speech; not only 
were we stuck in traffic in the middle of 
nowhere but the radio choices were lim- 
ited to various conservative talk shows. 
There was no drowning out or escaping 
the disturbingly on-target advice com- 
ing my way. 


Mom: “You know how I worry about 
the choices you make.” 

Mes axe 

Mom: “And obviously I trust you and 


think you are smart.” 


The Underground 


Me: ”...” 

Mom: “But can I ask you to promise me 
something?” 

Me: *...” 


Mom: “Please don’t do anything inap- 
propriate with a professor.” 

Me: “...” 

Mom: “Seriously, I know how you like 
their intelligence and their beards but just 
promise me.” 

Me: “k” 


I then flipped on radio because hon- 
estly I would have rather listened to three 
hours of southern white men debating my 
vagina’s rights than talk about my sexual 
attraction to older men. 

Of course my silence and one syl- 
lable answers were my way of saying 


| “Jesus fucking Christ, Mary and Joseph 
It’s not that hard to just stop thinking | 


this conversation needs to end now be- 
fore I slam my face into the dashboard.” 
I couldn’t even disagree with her in my 
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Age is just a number when it comes to professorial allure 


own head. She was so damn on point 
with that advice. Older men have that lit- 
tle something I like. It isn’t just the beards 
and the glasses and the idea of role-play- 
ing teacher/student with an actual teach- 
er. The beards are visual extensions of 
their intelligence, like they are so damn 
smart that it seeps out of- their pores so 
the world can identify them as the kings 
of higher education. (Please disregard the 
fact that many homeless people have fa- 
cial hair as well, as that is clearly beside 
the point I am trying to make.) 

I can’t get into every single teacher, 
professor or authority figure I’ve had a 
crush on, but the general thought process 
is along the lines of, “Just let me curl up in 
your lap in a corner of a library. Whisper 
hypothesEs and history into my ear. Put 
your glasses on me and tell me I’m sexy 
in them. Suggest novels to me and tell me 
that you prefer the grit of Steinbeck to the 
smoking flappers of Fitzgerald. Hand me 
a better book that has your notes written 
in the margins. Tell me you hate eBooks 
but understand and accept technological 
progress.” 

Whether or not I listened to my mother 
doesn’t really matter. I mean, who am I to 
stop the fates from connecting two indi- 
viduals who have great conversation and 
maybe the same desire for things they 
aren’t allowed to have. All I’m saying is 
that it is possible I went to see Star Trek 
with an AP history teacher last night and 
he may or may not have grabbed my boob 
and quizzed me on ancient Chinese civi- 
lization. 


S 
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A personal account of just how lonely 
studying abroad in Oxford can be 


Oxford. Spring. A café on Turl Street. I’m sitting among poshly dressed intel- 
lectuals. They’re sipping Americanos, typing away on their curiously matching 
Macbooks. One is frowning at a book on Heidegger. Another is editing a paper 
filled with ribbon-drawn proteins. Focused. Important. That’s the impression 
they all exude, as if their google searches or scrawled notes will contribute to 
the next window-promoted book at Blackwell’s. And here I am among them. I 
am not focused nor do I look important. I’m wearing a lint-covered blazer, and 
I have a hole in my shoes. I keep switching between my pretentious-looking 
Middle English texts, which can only be examined one line at a time, and some 
second-hand modern novels. Transient. Anxious. I can’t even drink my over- 
priced tea without wondering if milk or sugar 
will make it more palatable. 

I have nine more weeks in this city. Nine 
weeks to attempt to make something of my time 
here. Nine weeks to collect stories or friends I 
can allude to when my year abroad comes up in 
conversations. I haven't exactly wasted the time 
I’ve already spent here. I’ve inhaled the mentally 
infused Oxford air and observed the lives of Ox- 
fordites, just like the ones in this café. I’ve tried 
their food, their sport, their work. P’ve danced in 
their clubs, rowed on their river and navigated 
through their tourists. Nonetheless, I am still 
the other. An annoying barb in the flowing Ox- 
ford tide. 

A barb may be too permanent, too influential. 
Oxford continually reminds me that I’m only 
visiting, not able to make lasting marks on the worn walls or cobble- 
stone streets. I’m an object on display, an object for the people of Ox- 
ford to interact with as in a temporary art exhibit. There’s an invisible 
placard setting me apart: Here’s an American. A female. Created in 
the early 90s. Look at her. Talk to her. Observe her responses. Check the make of 
her clothes. Ask whom she voted for in the election. Don’t, by god, make friends 
with her. Simply scrawl her name down in your book of acquaintances in case 
she becomes influential. Only then shall you claim to know her. 
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_ zone at home, or are afraid of dipping into a totally new culture, abroad - 
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Why everyone should try studying 
abroad...as cliche as that sounds 


Considering going abroad? Stop considering and go do it. 

Around late spring of my sophomore year, one of my roommates in Charles 
Commons mentioned that he was going abroad in the coming fall to New Zea- 
land. Up to that point the idea of going abroad had never really occurred to me. 
Growing up, my family never did much traveling beyond a few family vacations 
to your usual Disney Lands and Worlds. And even though my sister had spent 
a semester in Spain during her time at college, I never gave the idea much 
thought. Quite simply, I liked being in America. 

But after some discussion with my roommate one thing he said really 
struck me. “When are you ever going to have the opportunity to live in a 
different country for six months without any real 
responsibilities?” It was a great point, and one 
that made me reconsider my position on studying 
abroad. 

After talking to my sister, other friends who had 
gone abroad or were going to go, and scheduling a 
meeting with the Hopkins study abroad office, I 
decided to apply to a program in London that fit 
my desire of staying in an English speaking coun- 
try and having some science background. 

Fast forward to January of 2013 and I found 
myself getting off a plane at Heathrow Airport 
with a suitcase of my belongings and no contacts 
at all. It was scary, even if England could hardly 
be considered much of a culture shock compared 
to the States. Regardless, the idea that you are in 
a different country and know nobody can be un- 
nerving, especially when most of my life had been spent surrounded by family 
and friends. oe 

Despite that initial fear, over the next six months I found myself getting im- 
mersed in the culture, becoming close friends with my roommates, and also 
getting to know the other study abroad students who hailed from places as 
close as Baltimore, MD to as far as Vienna, Austria. By the time the six months 
had ended, I was no longer taking the Underground to the airport on my own. 
Instead, friends I had only just met while abroad came with me to see me off. In 


_ less than a year, I had visited a host of new countries, met people from across 


the world, and experienced a variety of different cultures. — el ee 
It sounds cliché of course, and no one likes the kid who preaches on about 
how Europe was ‘sooo amazing’, but for someone who never really considered 
studying abroad, it is an important point to make. No, not just that Europe is — 
‘sooo amazing’. But that despite the fact that many of us have found a comfort 


anywhere can make us grow in ways we ne ould have oth 
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Lessons from a life of misfortune 


was seven when I found my grand- 

father in a bathtub of his own blood. 

He didn’t mean for me to find him; I 

was supposed to be at school, while 

my mother went over that morning 
to help him around the house as she did 
three times a week. The suicide note on 
the bathroom floor was addressed to her. 
But my mother, knowing her dad had been 
depressed for the past few weeks, held me 
out of school that day so I could help her 
cheer him up. I’d always been his favorite 
granddaughter. When we arrived, I had 
to use the bathroom, so I was the first to 
see. Being young, I was too confused and 
too horrified to cry, at least for the first few 
minutes. When my mother came search- 
ing for me, after what seemed like an 
eternity later, she reacted very differently. 
I don’t remember much about the follow- 
ing days and weeks — they all seemed 


- like a blur — but what I remember most 


about that day is my mother doubled over 
on the cold tile, wailing at me to get back 
through choked down sobs and trying to 
stay strong for me while at the same time 
processing the loss of her father. 

To explain the impact this psychologi- 
cal trauma had on the rest of my child- 
hood would require more pages than I 
care to write and more memories than 
Icare to dig up. Suffice to say, I would 
not wish it on my worst enemy. For the 
next six years, I kept mostly to myself. 
In school I was quiet, reserved, reclusive 
and antisocial. When my mother died of 
leukemia in 2005, these tendencies inten- 
sified. My father had to work, and as an 
only child there was nobody home to help 
me through my delicate pre-teen years. 
Spurred on by teens I’d found on the in- 
ternet, I began cutting myself to deal with 
the pain. In the back of my head I knew it 
was stupid, but these faceless internet pro- 
files were my only friends — their encour- 


_ agement my only source of gratification. 


That all changed in the winter of my 


eighth grade year, when a boy named Pe- 
__terasked me out on Valentine’s Day. Peter 


was no dashing heartthrob, but to me he 


_ Seemed like the most beautiful boy in the 


Meo TCT Underground 


entire world. Most middle school relation- 
ships are superficial — an awkward and 
transparent attempt to jostle for a position 
in a viciously competitive social hierarchy. 
But I can truly say that the five months I 
spent with Peter changed my life. For five 
months he gave me attention when no- 
body else had given a second glance. For 
five months he leant me an ear when no- 
body else would listen. I told him all my 
secrets, and he told me some of his. His 
companionship was a distraction from the 
pain, something to occupy my mind and 
help me move on from my mother’s pass- 
ing. For the first time in months, I felt hap- 
py and loved. I stopped cutting myself. At 
age 14, I lost my virginity. 

The fight came that summer, and it was 
mostly my fault. Desperate and vulner- 
able, I’d become clingy — insistent that we 
be together almost incessantly. Pete want- 
ed space I was unwilling to give him, and 
eventually the tension exploded with all 
the maturity you'd expect from a teenaged 
breakup. Insults were exchanged. The last 
thing he said to me was over a text mes- 
sage. He told me he hated me and that I 
was fat. 

I was not fat, and an older, wiser and 
tougher me would have brushed off such 
attacks, especially considering I'd said far 
worse in return. But very few freshmen in 
high school are old, wise or emotionally 
secure, and I was no exception. I became 
— and, over the ensuing years, remained 
— immensely self-conscious about my 
weight. I was never officially diagnosed 
with anorexia, but pictures from this pe- 
riod leave little doubt that I was unhealth- 
ily thin. There were weeks when | ate less 
than 500 calories per day. I began to take 
pride in this; how low could I go? Very 
little in my 15 years had been under my 
control, but my weight was something 
I could dictate. My diet was a contest of 
mind over matter, and I was determined 
that willpower win out. 

My father eventually noticed but had 
no idea what to do about the issue. To 
be fair, he had his own health problems 
to worry about. It was around this time 
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that he lost his job and with it lost his 
health insurance. As luck would have 
it, almost three weeks later he noticed 
an ominous lump on his left testicle. He 
feared it was cancerous but dared not 
get it checked out before he was insured 
against the costs of surgery. With his 
life on the line, he was forced to launch 
a frantic search for a job that came with 
health insurance, all in the midst of the 
greatest economic downturn since the 
Great Depression. 

It was during this same year that my 
littlest cousin was abducted on his way 
home from school. After extensive police 
negotiations ended in a botched ransom 
transfer, his mutilated body was discov- 
ered a month later. In a hurry to pay our 
respects, we accidentally ran over my 
precious cat Tilly on the way to his wake, 
which is also where my uncle first mo- 
lested me. Nobody noticed that I spent 
the rest of that weekend’s ceremonies in 
a stunned stupor; I imagine my shocked, 
confused expression blended right in 
with the grief that people expect at a fu- 
neral. Everyone seemed so preoccupied 
by the fate of my poor cousin; how could 
I speak up at a time like that? The abuse 
continued at every subsequent family 
gathering and eventually escalated to in- 
cestuous rape. My uncle threatened to kill 
me if I spoke up, even demanding | con- 
coct a story about a mythical boyfriend 
when I became pregnant with his child. 
The doctors didn’t find out I was HIV 
positive until years later, when I was sent 
to the emergency room for being struck 
by lightning. Such is life when you're a 
mentally disabled, poor, black, lesbian, 
Jewish midget. 

If it’s beginning to seem like an extraor- 
dinary coincidence that all of these mis- 
fortunes befell the same individual, that’s 
because I made it all up. As you've prob- 
ably figured out by now, nothing you just 


_ read was real. The truth is that, like many 


Hopkins students, I am actually a healthy, 
happy, wealthy, pampered, spoiled, white, 
heterosexual, athletically built, emotional- 
ly balanced young person, who has never 


witnessed a relative’s gory suicide, had 
weight problems, killed my pet, cut my- 
self, been molested, gotten AIDS or been 
struck by fucking lightning. The purpose 
of my fib was to convey two important les- 
sons. 

First, remember that you are more 
gullible than you'd like to admit. People 
can take advantage of your goodness 
with lies, especially if those lies contain 
riveting detail. Guard yourself against 
sick bastards like me who enjoy toying 
with the heartstrings of their readers for 
sport. 

But more importantly, remember that 
this cynicism does not justify the denial 
of verifiable iniquities. It seems unlikely 
that one student would be subject to all 
of these calamities in the same 20-year 
lifetime, but it’s important to remember 
that there really are people among us who 
have endured such trials independently. 
The majority of Hopkins students are ex- 
traordinarily fortunate to be in their cur- 
rent position. Keeping this in mind pro- 
vides much needed perspective and helps 
us appreciate the innumerable blessings 
we take for granted. It also teaches com- 
passion for the many whose lives don’t 
turn out like ours have so far. 

I wanted to use this article to remind 
the Hopkins community of this reality, 
and I felt that reminder would be more 
powerful were it written in the first per- 
son. Because I am among those lucky few 
whose life has been devoid of real hard- 
ship, conveying that message required 
me to lie. But my personal inexperience 
with such obstacles does not negate the 
underlying fact of their existence. If at 
any stage of reading this article you felt 
sympathy for the narrator, do not permit 
that sympathy to harden into numbness 
or indifference just because my charac- 
ter was fictional. Direct it instead to the 
real life victims of life’s many tragedies. 
These things didn’t happen to me, but 
in a sense, they are true. If your life has 
been as sheltered as mine, it only increas- 
es our mutual obligation to do something 
about it. 
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Reflections on the future and on growing up 


Four and half years ago, I was a high school junior 
in the throes of applying to college. I like to think 
that I hid my overworked and not very well-rested 
state from my parents, trying always to be the calm, 
cool and collected one in the house. While on the 
outside I looked pulled together, on the inside I was 
a hot mess. 

Now, as a college senior on the cusp of gradu- 
ating, I feel myself thrust into a sanitary sticky 
situation. However, I am not applying to yet an- 
other higher level of school but rather a dreaded, 
grown-up job. 

College has by no means been smooth for me, 
nor would I expect it to be that way for anyone. I 
changed my major so many times that I was prac- 
tically a regular at the Office of Academic Ad- 
vising; I have made a habit of dropping classes 
and rearranging my schedule at inopportune and 
very inconvenient times; I have even repeatedly 
reconsidered the career path I always thought I 
would go down. I have dane all of this while at- 
tempting to preserve that shiny veneer that I feel 
like my parents and the rest of the world think 
of me. © 

Now, at this stage in my life, after navigating the 
bumps in the road of college life, I have settled on a 
major (and a minor), made and maintained a stellar 
group of friends in my sorority sisters and locked 
down two leadership roles on campus. Stability is 
a new concept, but i am slowly getting used to it. 
. .and I like it! The last thing I ever wanted or ex- 
pected was for my future life to pet in the way. 

I can never set my watch to them, but there are 
glimpses throughout my day when I am suddenly 
jolted by the prospect of a life away from the bubble- 
like confines of Hopkins and out in “the real world” 
— the daunting umbrella term so commonly used 
when describing this transition. 

I could be doing my English homework in the 
Brody Learning Commons, when BAM! It hits me. 
Homework will no longer consume the vast major- 
ity of my brain space; writing papers will no longer 
consume the vast majority of my evenings. I will 
no longer be graded by professors, but rather by my 
future boss at my future company as part of my 
future job. 

It is difficult to describe my intangible mental 
processes, but these nts and repeated realiza- 
tions feel somewhat like a hamster on its wheel. My 
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mind is like the hamster, always running, never 
stopping, while the wheel, or my thoughts, never 
seem to go anywhere. They just keep going around 
and around until they fizzle out and lose their mo- 
mentum. ; 

Any senior in my position can tell that this is 
enough to drive anyone crazy and is a hard reality to 
face. It is even harder to face the fact of being scared 
when it seems like the world expects something so 
much more. 

Wanting to make my parents proud of and confi- 
dent in me and my abilities is indescribably impor- 
tant, but I would be foolish if I did not acknowledge 
the fact that the rest of the world expects Hopkins 
graduates to meet very high standards. Don’t get me 
wrong. Buying into Hopkins in the first place means 
buying into the gleaming and illustrious reputation 
of the entire university, and I am still proud to be 
educated here. 

At the same time, it’s pretty nerve-wracking to 
face up to the fact that those in the world who were 
not a part of this community expect big things of my 
peers and me. I know that being a Hopkins gradu- 
ate means a lot of things to a lot of people, and one 
of those things might be perfection. However, as I 
have gradually realized, perfection is never really 
within reach, nor is it a definable concept. This begs 
the question: how will I ever be able to prove my- 
self to my future colleagues as a high functioning 
alumna of Hopkins while also remembering to be 


human and only doing as best as I possibly and hu- - 


manly can? 

It is at this moment that I notice a pattern. My 
fears are only based on the unknown, questions I 
can’t answer and standards I don’t know if I can 
meet. I have always been one to find solace in the di- 
rection and certainty of my life’s path. Now, I know 
that my life is going to start a new chapter, but I just 
haven't turned the page, and that is the scariest part. 
What lies ahead? It could be something bad. Or, as I 


believe I have not concentrated enough on, it can be 


something great. 

I find that my anxiety about my future is rooted 
in the negative, and this oddly causes me to block 
my true concerns from the world. I think my goal 
going forward is to imagine my successes, what a re- 
warding life I can have and what wonderful things 
can come from both. The only thing is, I just have to 
graduate first. 
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Thanks for the music, Lou. . .it wouldn't be the same without you 


n Sunday, Oct. 27, Lewis Al- 

lan Reed passed away at the 

age of 71. There are many at 

Hopkins to whom that name 

means very little, if anything 
at all. But to some of us. . .well, if you'll in- 
dulge me: 

Lou Reed accidentally invented a 
Jarge chunk of America’s musical tradi- 
tion. His band, the Velvet Underground, 
spent the latter half of the sixties ex- 
panding the possibilities of rock music 
both lyrically and musically. Pop mu- 
sic was already hinting at drug use, but 
songs like “Heroin” and “I’m Waiting for 
the Man” did not beat around the bush. 
Could The Beatles or Rolling Stones ever 
call asong “Heroin”? Of course not! 

At the same time, the Velvet Under- 
ground was the first band to embrace 
the power of guitar feedback and a noisy 
mess. In “Heroin,” the combination of 
the drumming and guitar is intended 
to simulate an actual heroin trip, with 
alternating fast and slow sections that 
ultimately lead to a pounding rush. 
The sound is overwhelming and simply 
breathtaking. My iTunes tells me I have 
listened to it 113 times since I first heard 
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it in April 2012, but it still feels just as 
powerful as it did the first time. Make it 
114. 

Reed was capable of writing some of 
the sweetest melodies you'll find in all of 
music. The Velvets have a reputation for 
inaccessibility. But the second you listen 
to “Pale Blue Eyes” or “Stephanie Says,” 
you will realized how undeserved that is. 

All of that music comes from a four- 
year stretch between 1967 and 1970. 
What happened afterwards, once Reed 
left the Velvet Underground and began 
his solo career, is perhaps even more 
interesting. Reed eventually followed 
1972’s Transformer, which featured his 
big hits “Walk on the Wild Side” and 
“Satellite of Love,” with 1975’s Metal 
Machine Music, 64 minutes of uninter- 
rupted guitar feedback. Who does that? 
Most people consider that career suicide. 
Lou Reed just didn’t care. 

Reed was and still is a hero to anyone 
who has ever felt like they did not fit in. 
His mind worked differently than every- 
one else’s, and he was not afraid of that, 
which is pretty amazing considering that 
Reed’s parents forced him to undergo elec- 
troshock therapy as a 16 year-old in order 


to “cure” his homosexual tendencies. 

The result of Reed’s musical output 
has a name: alternative rock. With- 
out him, it simply does not exist. No 
Clash, Joy Division, Television or Talk- 
ing Heads in the seventies; no R.E.M., 
Sonic Youth, Replacements, Pixies or My 
Bloody Valentine in the eighties; no Nir- 
vana, Radiohead, Pavement, Yo La Tengo 
or even Belle & Sebastian in the nineties; 
no Arcade Fire, Strokes or The National 
today. Hell, even A Tribe Called Quest 
has sampled Loud Reed. 

Reed’s last foray into pop culture 
came in July when he wrote a review of 
Kanye West’s Yeezus. More so than any 
song or album Reed made, it captures 
his feelings about music as art. If you 
read it (which I highly recommend you 
do), you'll realize that Reed never set out 
to accomplish anything as incredible as 
inventing alternative rock. It was all for 
the sake of expression - he tells you that 
himself: 

“I have never thought of music as a 
challenge — you always figure, the audi- 
ence is at least as smart as you are. You 
do this because you like it, you think 
what you're making is beautiful. And if 
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you think it’s beautiful, maybe they'll 
think it’s beautiful.” 

That is amazing. It explains “Sister 
Ray,” a 17-minute song about all sorts 
of weird freaks accompanied by a clas- 
sic Velvet wall of guitar noise. It explains 
Metal Machine Music. And it explains 
Lulu, Reed’s 2011 collaboration with Me- 
tallica and the worst reviewed album I 
have ever seen. 

Before I had even heard of the Velvet 
Underground, I discovered Lou Reed 
when my father played me the song “Ro- 
meo Had Juliette.” The song, featuring 
Reed’s inimitable talk-sing vocals, leads 
off Reed’s wonderful 1989 album New 
York. I was immediately drawn in by lyr- 
ics like, “I’ll take Manhattan in a garbage 
bag with Latin on it that says, ‘It’s hard 
to give a sh*t these days.” 

Later on in that album is “Last Great 
American Whale,” a tribute to a mythi- 
cal creature. I’ve been listening to it a lot 
recently, and IJ can’t help thinking about 
Reed himself when I do. He was not last 
(due largely to his influence), but when 
it comes to rock music, he was a Great 
American Whale. Perhaps even the 
greatest. Thanks, Lou. 
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Our new produce section lets you compare apples to apples—ours to theirs. 


Sure, were small, but we consider that a good thing, and so will you when 


you compare our superior quality, our excellent prices, and our convenient 


location. Besides, we're big where it counts: our deli and lunch counter, our 


selection of organic and local goods, and 
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3117 St. Paul Street - (410) 889-1558 - Open 7 Days - Weekly in-store specials—www.eddiesmarket.com 
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